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IUP Department of Foreign Language Placement Testing Procedures and 
Opportunities to Earn IUP Foreign Language Credits through Testing 

Updated 06/2020 
 

Students with previous foreign language experience will 
need to determine which level of foreign language class 

to take at IUP. This is usually determined by taking the IUP placement test in the appropriate language. 
This test will accurately place students into the correct language class and may result in exemptions 
from lower level classes. Exemptions help to fulfill the foreign language requirement for those majors 
that require it and can also help to fulfill course requirements for foreign language majors, minors, and 
certificates. It is in a student’s best interest to do placement testing as early as possible in their IUP 
careers as it can save time and offer credits and opportunities for those with more advanced foreign 
language abilities.   
 
Most students with previous foreign language study take a foreign language placement test as part 
of Summer Orientation. Once a student takes a placement test as an incoming freshman, exemptions 
for lower level classes should be noted on their transcript, and, if necessary, students will be directly 
enrolled into the appropriate class level in their first semester at IUP. Only students with no prior 
foreign language experience should register for 101.  
 
If a student transfers into IUP, a credit evaluation should have recorded any previous foreign 
language courses and their IUP equivalents on his or her transcript. Students who have already 
received credit or exemptions for IUP foreign language courses are required to take the next course in 
the appropriate foreign language sequence; no placement test is needed or permitted unless the prior 
institution courses transferred as 1xx due to an inaccurate match of credit hours.  In that case, the 
student must enroll in Spanish 101, or can request a placement test in order to determine if they are 
prepared for Spanish 102. 
 
There are other reasons why students may need a placement test at a later point in their college 
careers. Sometimes students change majors and find themselves needing to complete a foreign 
language requirement. Others may decide to add a foreign language major, minor, or certificate. 
Students may request a placement exam if 1) they did not take the placement test when they entered 
IUP (either as a freshman or transfer student) 2) they have not transferred any foreign language 
courses into IUP OR begun the IUP foreign language course sequence. Placement testing is not 
intended for those who have already completed previous foreign language study in order to skip 
courses in the class sequence or to test beyond a failed course. Students should enroll in appropriate 
courses promptly, as language knowledge tends to decrease over time without consistent study. 
Students not registering within one academic year may need to review independently to ensure 
success in their language sequence. 
 
The Spanish placement test is a written test that students take in the Foreign Language Department). 
It will take about an hour, and no books, phones, or other resource materials may be used. Once 
placement is determined, any necessary prerequisite overrides will be processed so that students may 
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register for the next course in the language sequence.  Students wishing to complete a placement test 
in Spanish should complete the Spanish Placement Test Request form.  
 
French and German placement tests are done online using WebCape. The online tests may take 
anywhere from ten minutes to an hour, as the system will determine when it has enough information 
to make a placement. Placement into other languages course sequences is handled on an individual 
basis. For questions contact: 
 
French: Dr. Jean-Louis Dassier (jean-louis.dassier@iup.edu). 
 
German:  Dr. Heide Witthoft (heide.witthoft@iup.edu). 
 
 
Students who developed language proficiency by growing up in another country or being raised in a 
home where they acquired a second language should begin by taking a placement test in the 
appropriate language.  
 
Advising note:  Please see the IUP Undergraduate Catalog for restrictions on taking lower level 
language classes after more advanced study has been completed, or if a student has a very high level of 
language ability. Enrollment in a language course that is not aligned with a student’s ability level often 
results in low performance and frustration. 
 
From the IUP Undergraduate Catalog: 
 

“Students with previous Spanish study in high school will be placed into the appropriate course 
levels by means of a written departmental exam, administered before the beginning of the 
semester. In addition, students judged to be native or heritage speakers (either through the 
written placement exam or by classroom instructors), will have their speaking proficiency 
assessed by an oral proficiency tester in the Department of Foreign Languages who is currently 
certified by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students who 
receive an advisory oral proficiency rating of Advanced Low level on the oral proficiency scale 
developed by ACTFL will not be permitted to enroll in SPAN 101, 102, 201, or 220. Students 
who receive an advisory oral proficiency rating of Advanced- Mid level or higher will not be 
permitted to enroll in SPAN 101, 102, 201, 220, 350, or 450. Students who are rated in the 
Advanced range are encouraged to seek course credit for their oral proficiency levels by 
applying through the American Council on Education (ACE) Credit Recommendation Service in 
conjunction with Language Testing International (LTI) (see next section). In the case of Spanish 
majors and minors who place out of courses listed as a result of having the advanced-level oral 
proficiency and who choose NOT to pursue ACE credits, SPAN 201 will be waived (no credits 
granted), and students will need to seek other Spanish classes in place of the required SPAN 
220 and 350 courses.” 
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Students pursuing the Spanish certificate will need to take at least six credits of language study at IUP, 
regardless of any exemptions earned for advanced speaking proficiency.  
 
Earn IUP Credit for Prior Knowledge of Foreign Language 
There are multiple opportunities for students with advanced foreign language proficiency to exempt 
out of foreign language requirements or even earn IUP credits for their abilities. These credits can be 
earned in one of two ways: ACE credits or CLEP testing. 
 

 
 

Incoming students at IUP may receive course credit for their oral proficiency 
levels in Spanish through the American Council on Education (ACE) Credit 
Recommendation Service and Language Testing International (LTI), the 

assessment agency for the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). See the 
current Undergraduate Catalog (Department of Foreign Languages/Spanish) for a list of the 
proficiency ratings, corresponding ACE credit recommendations, and IUP course credits in Spanish. 
 
Students who have taken an ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) through LTI, received a 
proficiency rating by LTI, and received credit recommendation by ACE may receive the following 
course credits in Spanish at IUP:  
 

ACTFL Oral Proficiency Ratings 
(rated by LTI) 

ACE Credit 
Recommendations 

IUP Spanish Course 
Equivalencies 

Intermediate-Mid 4 Lower Division credits Either SPAN 102 or 201, 
depending on placement on 
departmental written exam 

Intermediate High/Advanced Low 8 Lower Division credits SPAN 201 and SPAN 220 

Advanced Mid 10 Lower Division credits SPAN 201 and SPAN 220 
and SPAN 350 

Advanced High/Superior 10 Lower Division credits 
and  2 Upper Division 
credits 

SPAN 201 and SPAN 220 
and SPAN 350 and SPAN 
450 

 (This chart also appears in the Undergraduate Catalog under Department of Foreign 
Languages/Spanish.) 
 
NOTE: To maximize the benefit of these credits, students must complete all steps prior to 
completing their first Spanish course at IUP (Most commonly SPAN230). 
 
STEPS TO FOLLOW: 

 ACE Credits (Currently available for Spanish, French, and German) 

ACE in Spanish 
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1. INCOMING students who think they may qualify to receive course credit for their oral proficiency 
level should first arrange for a meeting with Dr. Marjorie Zambrano-Paff (mzambran@IUP.edu), 
Department of Foreign Languages, IUP. Please include your student number, current or planned major, 
and a brief description of your language background in your e-mail message. Based on an informal oral 
proficiency interview (OPI), Dr. Zambrano-Paff will advise the student as to whether he or she appears 
to be qualified to further pursue these credits. 
 
NOTE: The current fee for the official ACTFL OPI is $139.00 and the current ACE transcript fee is 
$20.00. Prices are subject to change.* 
 
2. If advised to proceed, the student should schedule a meeting with Dr. Huhn (huhn@iup.edu) in the 
Department of Foreign Languages to officially be confirmed as pursuing ACE credits.  
 
3. Once you have met with Dr. Huhn, and agreed on test times, she will give you instructions  to guide 
you through the process. 

 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
Once received, the student should present the transcript to Kim Deal in Admissions.  Electronic 
transcripts can be submitted by e-mail to kadeal@iup.edu, and credit will be granted according to the 
policy outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog. It will take approximately 3 weeks for the review of this 
credit.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and present the transcript so the credit can be 
applied. 
 
*This is an inexpensive way for students to earn credits for the Spanish they have already acquired 
prior to enrolling at IUP.                                                                    
 

Incoming students may receive course credit for their oral proficiency levels in 
French through the American Council on Education (ACE) Credit 

Recommendation Service and Language Testing International (LTI), the assessment agency for the 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students who have taken an ACTFL 
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) through LTI, received a proficiency rating by LTI, and received credit 
recommendation by ACE may receive the following course credits in French at IUP: 
 

ACTFL Oral Proficiency 
Ratings (rated by LTI) 

ACE Credit 
Recommendations 

IUP French Course Equivalencies 

Intermediate-Mid 4 Lower Division credits Either FRNC 102 or 201, depending 
on placement on departmental 
written exam 

Intermediate 
High/Advanced Low 

8 Lower Division credits FRNC 201 and 220 

Advanced Mid or Higher 10 Lower Division credits FRNC 201, 220 and approved 
conversation elective 

 

ACE in French 
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To begin the process, students must contact LTI by e-mail (testing@languagetesting.com) to request an 
ACE College Credit Recommendation by OPI Examination information package and application. There 
is a fee for the OPI and an ACE application fee to be paid by the candidate. For questions contact Dr. 
Jean-Louis Dassier (jean-louis.dassier@iup.edu). 
 

Incoming students may receive course credit for their oral proficiency levels in 
German through the American Council on Education (ACE) Credit 

Recommendation Service and Language Testing International (LTI), the assessment agency for the 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students who have taken an ACTFL 
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) through LTI, received a proficiency rating by LTI, and received credit 
recommendation by ACE may receive the following course credits in German at IUP: 
 

ACTFL Oral Proficiency 
Ratings (rated by LTI) 

ACE Credit 
Recommendations 

IUP German Course Equivalencies 

Intermediate-Mid 4 Lower Division credits Either GRMN 102 or 201, depending 
on placement on departmental 
written exam 

Intermediate 
High/Advanced Low 

8 Lower Division credits GRMN 201 and 220 

Advanced Mid or Higher 10 Lower Division credits GRMN 201, 220 and approved 
conversation elective 

 
To begin the process, students must contact LTI by e-mail (testing@languagetesting.com) to request an 
ACE College Credit Recommendation by OPI Examination information package and application. There 
is a fee for the OPI and an ACE application fee to be paid by the candidate. For questions contact Dr. 
Heide Witthoft (heide.witthoft@iup.edu). 
 

IUP students may choose to take 
CLEP tests to gain credits for prior 

foreign language knowledge. CLEP stands for College-Level Examination Program. Students can 
schedule these tests through the IUP Advising and Testing Center. There are tests available in Spanish, 
French, and German. There is a fee for these tests (approximately $105), and students may earn 
credits for IUP language courses through the intermediate level. Students may pursue this option even 
after beginning language study at IUP. Further information is available at http://www.iup.edu/ 
universitytesting/tests/clep/ or by contacting Tiffanie Fordyce (724) 357-4994.  
 

Students may also receive credit for IUP foreign language 
courses through AP credit. Credit equivalencies are 

determined by the IUP Transfer Credit Office when a student first enrolls at IUP, and will be noted on 
student transcripts.  

CLEP Tests (Available For Spanish, French, and German) 

ACE in German 

Advanced Placement (AP) Credits 


