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Dr. Nashat Zuraikat will be
presenting a paper entitled ‘Physical
Violence Against Health Care Providers at Jordanian Nurses’ at the first
international conference on work
place violence in the health care sector that will be held in Amsterdam the Netherlands on October 22–24,
2008. Dr. Nashat has also been invited as a key note speaker at the
Gulf states cooperation nursing conference on nursing education that will
be held between January 12– 13,
2009 in Santa, the capital of Yemen.
Dr. Theresa Shellenbarger,
Doctoral Program Coordinator, reports that the PhD program in nursing at IUP welcomed the first cohort
of 17 doctoral students. Students
were selected from a competitive applicant pool and represents a wide
range of backgrounds and have diverse experiences. Classes began in
August and meet every other Friday
from 12–4pm and 5-9pm. The PhD
in Nursing is designed for nurses interested in pursing a career in academia with a research focus on nursing
education. Graduates will integrate
knowledge from nursing and related
disciplines as they assume leadership
roles in diverse educational environments. A new cohort will begin in the
fall 2010 and applications are now
being accepted for the next group. If
you are interested in learning more

about IUP’s PhD in Nursing Program
contact Dr. Shellenbarger at #724357-2559 or email: tshell@iup.edu.
Congratulations to Associate
Professor of Nursing, Bernadette
Walz on her recent retirement. Bernadette received her Diploma in
Nursing at Sacred Heart Hospital, her
BSN at
Indiana
University
of Pennsylvania and
MSN at the
University
of Pittsburgh. She
taught OB/
Pediatric
Nursing for
over 25 years and her expertise will
be missed.
Congratulations to Dr. Janice
Holmes, on the completion of her
Masters of Divinity from Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary on May 22,
2008. Dr. Holmes also earned a
graduate certification in Urban Ministry and was awarded the Jackson
Hale Prize for Academic Achievement
and Polity. Dr. Holmes is a candidate for ordination with the Pittsburgh Presbytery and serves as an
Elder and Mission Chair with the Malawi Partnership at Central Presbyterian Church in McKeesport.

FALL INDUCTION LUNCHEON—11/01/08
The Induction Ceremony and
Luncheon for Fall 2008 will be held at
11:30am on Saturday, November 1,
2008 at the Rustic Lodge in Indiana.
Our guest speaker , Dr. Kristy Chunta
will be doing a presentation entitled,
’Making a Difference in Nursing’. We
hope you can join us as we welcome our

IUP undergraduate candidates to Zeta
Lambda. Reservations can be made by
completing and mailing the inserted reservation form along with your luncheon
payment to Terri Liberto, 138 Statford
Drive, Sarver, PA 16055 by October
17th., 2008
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Zeta Lambda News
As September is ‘Disaster Preparedness month’, ZL President, Nina
Kaktins, Newsletter Chair, Edie West &
Secretary, Lori Jo Bell represented
Zeta Lambda by doing a campus poster
session in conjunction with the American Red Cross on September 29th.
2008 at the student union, which provided valuable information to students
and the wider community on this important issue.

=================
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
=================

QUESTIONS for Sigma
Theta Tau International?
Contact member services
at 888.634.7575 or
memserv@stti.iupui.edu

Please note that the Next
Zeta Lambda Newsletter
will be provided electronically. Members will be
sent an e-mail regarding
where to go to access the
newsletter where they can
choose to read it on-line
or print it off and read it.
Members who do not have
an e-mail address posted
with STTI will be sent the
newsletter via regular
mail.

Let’s all work together to promote the
next generation of nurse educators

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
I was both surprised and humbled
when nominated for president of Zeta
Lambda Chapter this past summer. I was
surprised because I have only been a
member of STTI since March 2007; I
was humbled by the trust others are
placing in me to help guide our organizational activities. So, let me begin by introducing myself.
I obtained my initial nursing degree
in 1989, in Mississippi. Most of my expertise is in emergency nursing, working
in emergency departments in both the
Northeast and Gulf Coast areas of MS, as
well as Louisville, KY, and Latrobe, PA.
Recently, I completed a master’s degree
in nursing at IUP, and I am currently
enrolled in IUP’s new doctoral program,
with a view to a career in nursing education. Integrating with my passion for
nursing, I am also concerned with environmental issues and the health impacts
of pollution. (Continued on pg. 3)

Zeta Lambda Review of Ballots & Awards
ZL is pleased to report that our
new President for 2008—2010 is Nina
Kakatins and Secretary is Lori Jo Bell.
Welcome aboard ladies!
ZL has agreed to sponsor a ’gift
basket’ for the October Breast Cancer
Awareness event & a table at the recent
’IUP Welcome Back.’ reception. In addition, ZL is sponsoring 5 students
(Jacqueline Herbert, Brett Dusch, Krista
Mack, Emily Dick & Michael Dziagwa) to
go to the National Gerontological Nursing
Association Convention in Albuquerque,
New Mexico October 29– 30, where they
will be assisting Dr. Theresa Gropelli

with her poster presentation entitled,
‘Intergenerational Activity in an Adult
Health Course.’ ZL looks forward to
having Dr. Gropelli and these students
share their experiences with us at our
Spring 2009 Induction/Luncheon.
Stay tuned for the STTI Research Grant award ($1000) which will
be awarded on October 16th., 2008 and
announced in the next ZL Newsletter.
The recipient of this research grant will
be invited by ZL to present on their research at a future education program for
CEU’s for Zeta Lambda.
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Zeta Lambda Officers & Committee Chairs
Demographic Data
PA Counties & Out of
State:
Adams

1

Allegheny

25

Armstrong

8

Beaver

1

Blair

12

Butler

6

Cambria

38

Chester

2

Clarion

2

Clearfield

President
Nina Kaktins
2008– 2010
n.m.kaktins@iup.edu
President Elect

OPEN

Vice President
Ann Esachina
2001-2007
aesachina@ExcelaHealth.org

10

Cumberland

2

Dauphin

1

Elk

3

Erie

3

Fayette

1

Fulton

1

Huntington

3

Indiana

55

Jefferson

5

Lehigh

1

Luzerne

1

Northampton

1

Somerset

8

Washington
Westmoreland

3
21

York

2

AL
AZ
CA
CO
CT
DE
FL
GA
HI
IL
KY
MA
MD
MI
NC
NJ
OH
SC
TN
D.C.
WI

1
3
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
3
1
3
2
1
1
1

Send your Zeta Data to:
n.m.kaktins@iup.edu
to be
included in the next
newsletter!

Secretary
Lori Jo Bell
L.j.bell@iup.edu

Archivist
Merry Previte
2002-2008
merry651@adelphia.net
Awards
Annette Kostelnik
2008-2010
akostel@comcast.net
Counselor/Governance and
Eligibility
Lisa Palmer
2008-2010
lpalmer@iup.edu

2008– 2010

Treasurer
Terri Liberto
2003-2007
T.L.Liberto@iup.edu

PRESIDENT’S CORNER (CONTINEUD)
Over the next couple of years I hope to
get to know the professional concerns
of other members. Some of you have
expressed a desire to become more
involved in STTI and we are exploring
ways for you to do that. For instance,
some members will be representing
Zeta Lambda at a local annual health
fair next spring. We are also seeking
ways for you to get more from your
membership through workshops, conferences, and opportunities to obtain
continuing education units. Please feel
free to contact us with your ideas on
how Zeta Lambda can serve you.
I hope I will meet you at the induction
ceremony in November. This ceremony
will be especially important in that we
are honoring Annette Kostelnik’s eight
years of excellent service as Zeta
Lambda’s president. I hope to see you
there!
Sincerely, Nina M. Kaktins, MS, RN
President, Zeta Lambda
Sigma Theta Tau International

Leadership Succession
Scott Rhoades
2007– 2009
srhoades@indianaconnect.com
Newsletter
Edie West
edie.west@iup.edu

2007-2009
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