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Five Earn
Innovation Awards

Bill to Fund Bio-Threat
Detection System
Congressman John P. Murtha,
chairman of the U.S. House of
Representatives Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense,
recently announced that IUP is
due to received $1 million
through the House Department
of Defense Appropriations Bill
that will fund the development
of systems for the Department
of Defense.
Biology Professor Narayanaswamy Bharathan will
direct the development of a
rapid screening and detection
system of multiple bio-threat
agents for the Department of

Defense and other federal and
state emergency responders.
Bharathan, a molecular biology
specialist, is a member of the
IUP Weapons of Mass
Destruction project team.
The bill must now be passed
by the House of Representatives
and must make its way through
conference with the Senate version of the legislation with final
passage expected this fall.
“IUP truly appreciates
Congressman’s Murtha’s continued foresight and commitment
to homeland security projects
and his confidence in IUP’s

DATES OF NOTE
Dates of special note for the opening of Fall semester include the following:
The President’s State of the University Address will take place at 9:00 a.m. on
August 23 in Gorell Recital Hall, located on the second floor of John Sutton Hall. Highlights
of the speech include the distribution of the official published version of the university’s
Strategic Plan and revised mission, vision, and value statements and the announcement of
a special gift that will enhance student and community life. A continental breakfast in the
Blue Room will follow.
Freshman move-in takes place August 24 and 25, while upperclassmen arrive August 26.
The Freshman Convocation takes place at 5:00 p.m. on August 26 in Memorial Field
House. All members of the university community are encouraged to attend. Speakers are
Richard Macedonia ’66, president and CEO of Sodexho, Inc.; Dan Tannacito, who received
the 2007 Distinguished Faculty Award for Teaching; and Chad Buckwalter, student member
of the IUP Council of Trustees. A community cookout takes place immediately after the
convocation.
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ability to serve our nation in
this important arena through
projects like the Rapid Forensic
Evaluation of Microbes
Biodefense program,” said IUP
President Tony Atwater. “We are
proud to serve as the home of
the John P. Murtha Institute for
Homeland Security and will
continue to work diligently to
develop and advance programs
within this institute that are critical to our nation’s security and
emergency preparedness. We
will continue to work with
Congressman Murtha to bring
funding for this project to
fruition as the appropriations
process continues.”
Historical attempts to use
biological agents as weapons,
including the 2001 use of bacillus anthrasis (anthrax) spores
through the United States Postal
Service, revealed a gap in the
nation’s overall preparedness
against bioterrorism, Bharathan
explained. The Rapid Forensic
Evaluation of Microbes in
Biodefense research program
will generate an ultrasensitive

Five faculty members recently received Academic Excellence and
Innovation Awards, which recognize innovative approaches to
research, teaching, and other creative activities. Grant awards of up to
$20,000 for one year or divided over a two-year period were made on a
competitive basis.
The award-winning proposals were submitted by the following:
Stuart Chandler, Religious Studies Department: Lessons of
the Canary: The Autobiography of Oishi Junkyo—Geisha, Artist,
Buddhist Nun
Keith Kyler, Chemistry Department: IUPAX (Indiana University of
Pennsylvania Explosives) as New, Safer, High-Energy Materials for
Department of Defense Ordnance
and Missile Formations
Scott Moore and Beverly
Chiarulli, History and Anthropology departments, respectively:
The Creation of an IUP Second
Life Island for Technology
Advancement in the Classroom
Raymond Pavloski, Psychology
Department: A Computational
Investigation of Latent Order in
Networks of Integrate-and-Fire
Model Neurons 
Chandler

continued on page 2

Faculty Ranked Among Most
Productive
IUP is ranked among the top
ten institutions in the nation
in the specialized research university category of faculty
productivity by the Faculty
Scholarly Productivity Index, a
product of Academic Analytics.
Based in Stony Brook,
N.Y., Academic Analytics
creates benchmark standards to
measure academic and scholarly
quality within and among
institutions. No other Pennsylvania institutions are listed in
the top ten.
The IUP faculty was judged
in conjunction with more than
230,000 faculty members representing 118 academic disciplines
in roughly 7,300 Ph.D. programs
throughout more than 350
universities in the United States.
IUP currently offers eight doctoral programs.
The Faculty Scholarly
Productivity Index measures the

annual amount and impact of
faculty scholarly work in several
areas, including the following:
• Publications (how many books
and peer-reviewed journal articles have been published and
what proportion of the faculty is
involved in publication activity)
• Citations of journal publications (who is referring to those
journal articles in subsequent
work)
• Federal research funding (what
and how many projects have
been deemed of sufficient value
to merit federal dollars, and at
what level of funding)
• Awards and honors (a key indicator of innovative thinking
and/or scholarly excellence that
has impacted the discipline over
a period of time)
“We know that our faculty
members do extraordinary
work and that they are prolific,
cutting-edge researchers and

scholars,” said Provost Cheryl
Samuels. “Each year, we recognize more than fifty original
books, journal editorships, and
creative works produced during
the previous year by faculty
members in both the undergraduate and graduate teaching
programs. A significantly large
number of faculty members are
also published annually in
referred journals within their
individual discipline area. We
are gratified that this ranking
offers an external validation of
what we already know. Our faculty has a true commitment to
scholarship.
“However, we continue to
take great pride in the fact that
this scholarship is incorporated
into the classroom and that our
faculty members are committed
to the teacher-scholar model
in all that they do,” Samuels
said. 

Chiarulli

Moore

Kyler

Pavloski
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Faculty and Staff Stars

Powerlifting, Historical Markers, and Immigration

Faculty
Promotions
The following faculty members have been promoted.
To Assistant Professor
Todd Van Wieren Advising and Testing Center
To Associate Professor
Wendy Elcesser - Chemistry
Anthony Farrington - English
Sharon Franklin-Rahkonen History
Sandra Janicki - Library
Irene Kabala - Art
Gregory Kenning - Physics
Kelli Jo Kerry-Moran Professional Studies in
Education
John Lattanzio - Mathematics
Erick Lauber Communications Media
Beth Mabry - Sociology
Scott Moore - History
Allen Partridge Communications Media
Todd Potts - Economics
James Sherman - Physics
Kenneth Sherwood - English
Lucinda Willis - Technology
Support and Training
David Yerger – Economics
To Professor
John Baker - Mathematics
Christine Black - Health and
Physical Education
Jennie Bullard - Industrial and
Labor Relations
Christian Dickinson - Music
Alan Eastman - Finance and
Legal Studies
David Hanauer - English
Brian Jones - Theater and Dance
Dasen Luo - Psychology
Catherine Raeff - Psychology
Jennifer Rotigel - Professional
Studies in Education
Thomas Short - Mathematics
Rose Shumba - Computer
Science
Stephanie Taylor-Davis Food and Nutrition
Mark Twiest - Professional
Studies in Education
Janet Walker - Mathematics 

Adult and Community
Education
Jeff Ritchey presented “One
Nation Under God: Resistance,
Identity, and Learning Within a
Rural, American, Atheist Organization” at the thirty-seventh
annual Standing Conference
on University Teaching and
Research in the Education of
Adults, held at Stranmillis
University College, Queen’s
University of Belfast.
Center for the Study of
Labor Relations
A collaborative project of the
Pennsylvania Historical Museum
Commission, the town of
Hastings, Pa., and Jim Watta
(project coordinator), Jim
Dougherty (Sociology), and
Irwin Marcus (History emeritus) resulted in the establishment of a state historical marker
in Hastings at Brubaker Lane
Walking Trail. The marker,
“Hastings UMWA District 2
Labor Chautauquas,” honors
the town’s innovative worker
education programs, or Labor
Chautauquas, that took place in
the mid-1920s. Watta, Dougherty,
and Marcus worked previously to
establish a state marker at the
Indiana County mining community of Rossiter.

Communications Media
Richard Lamberski won
first place in the eleventh annual
Scottish Photo Contest sponsored by the Ligonier Highland
Games. He previously won first
place in 2003, second place in
2005, and honorable mention in
2006.
Economics
“The Effects of Immigation
on Regional Unemployment
Rates in the Netherlands,”

Helen Kennedy has been
permanently appointed as
associate vice president
for Human Resources.
Employed at IUP since
1979, she previously
served as director of
Human Resources, senior
human resources manager,
and assistant to the president for Social Equity.
Kennedy has extensive
administrative experience
working with the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy
of Pittsburgh, assisting in
the leadership for the
strategic planning process,
the accreditation of the
Byzantine Catholic
Seminary, and the Adult Education Commission. She earned a bachelor’s degree
at IUP, an M.A. in Human Resource Management/Industrial Relations from
St. Francis University, and an M.Ed. in Adult Education from Penn State.

Coinciding with the opening of the academic year, the newly established IT Support Center will be open for business in the new Suites on
Grant.
The new facility will offer many of the functions previously
spread across campus, including the Student Help Desk, formerly in
Gordon Hall; the Instructional Design Center Help Desk, formerly in
Stabley Library; and faculty test scoring and the Administrative Help
Desk, formerly located in the basement of Stright Hall. Faculty members will continue to receive their primary IT support from college
technology managers.
The center will also include facilities dedicated to training, multimedia development, and computer repair, as well as conference rooms,
faculty test scoring facilities, and staff offices. For more information,
visit www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter. 

Bio-Threat...
continued from page 1

IUP Reporter is produced
monthly for employees and
friends of IUP by the Marketing
and Communications Office.
Deadline for the September
edition is August 31. Submissions
are edited for length and style.
Submissions may be sent to
my-news@iup.edu or sent by
campus mail to the Marketing
and Communications Office, 316
Sutton Hall. Call 724-357-3062.

Willard Radell presented
“Comparison of Instructional
Costs of State-Owned and
State-Related Universities in
the McCormick Era” at the 2007
conference of the Pennsylvania
Economic Association. He also
discussed the paper “Economic
Development Initiatives of the

Human Resources

New IT Support Center
Featured in Suites
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coauthored by James Jozefowicz
and Rebecca Galloway ’06, will
be published in International
Advances in Economic Research.

single-application detection
method that can be used for
a range of bioterrorism agents
to include ebola, anthrax, and
other threat-delivered bioengineered and genetically modified
biohazards.
Seema Bharathan of the
Biology Department and Allan
Andrew, who recently retired
from the same department, also
are involved in the research. 

Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education.”

Education
Gene Thibadeau provided
two workshops for Western
Pennsylvania public school
teachers over the summer, with a
total enrollment of 299. He has
completed fifty-eight workshops
since 1980.
Grounds
In the World Natural
Powerlifting Federation (WNPF)
national competition in
Youngstown, Ohio, Lou Eleuteri
won two first-place awards in the
220-pound class. The WNPF
runs drug-free and drug-tested
powerlifting meets.
Nursing
Teresa Shellenbarger and
Susan Poorman have been
named inaugural fellows in the
Academy of Nursing Education,
formed by the National League
for Nursing. The induction
ceremony is scheduled for
September 29 in Phoenix.
Political Science
Gawdat Bahgat’s article
“Energy and the Arab-Israeli
Conflict” was accepted for
publication in Middle East
Economic Survey. 

In Transition
New to the university:
Kyleen Burkley, clerk typist, Political Science Department, July 23
Makayla Miller, clerk typist in the Office of Educational College
School Partnerships in the College of Education and Educational
Technology, July 30
Shannon Gironda, admissions counselor in the Admissions Office,
August 1
Melanie Lynn, clerk typist in the Chemistry Department, August 20
Moved to new positions:
Diane McAnulty, from the Athletics Office to clerk typist in the
Financial Aid Office, July 20
Joseph Gordon, from OHRL/Maintenance summer program to maintenance repairman in Facilities Operations, July 23
Brenda Smyers, from the University Safety Office to clerk in the
Financial Aid Office, July 23
Melissa Daisley, from Educational and School Psychology to clerk
typist in the Registrar’s Office, July 30
Debra Jevicky, from Payroll Services to fiscal technician position in
Intercollegiate Athletics, July 30
Retired or submitted notice of retirement:
Lloyd Stires, Psychology, July 6
Parker Boerner, Art, August 17
Resigned or submitted notice of resignation:
Jason Gillespie, Custodial Services, July 6
Ronald Jutila, Physics, July 17
Lucinda King, Robert E. Cook Honors College, August 3
Brooke Judkins, Human Development and Environmental Studies,
August 17
Brian Spickler, Athletics, August 18 
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Student Stars

International Scholarships and Volunteerism
IUP Political Science major Donnie Bierer of Indiana and
History major Slade Powell of Pittsburgh, a member of IUP’s
Robert E. Cook Honors College, have been awarded Benjamin A.
Gilman International Scholarships to study abroad during the
2007-2008 academic year. IUP students have won a total of four
Gilman International Scholarships in the last three years. Bierer and
Powell are two of only 420 recipients selected from a group of 1,422
applicants throughout the nation for the awards.
The Gilman award will allow Bierer to participate in the British
and American Studies program at Thammasat University in Bangkok,
Thailand. A third-year student and the coordinator of IUP’s chapter of
Amnesty International, Bierer recently completed participation in the
AmeriCorps Scholars in Service to Pennsylvania Program.

Powell will study Arabic language and culture at one of IUP’s
exchange partners, Yarmouk University, in Irbid, Jordan. A senior,
Powell is originally from Pittsburgh and is a fiction writer and a member of the Alpha Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror Workshop for Young
Writers staff. Powell has also received a monetary grant from the Cook
Honors College Enhancement Fund in order to work with the PylaKoutsopetria Archaeological Project (PKAP) in Cyprus in May.
Pointing to a university-community connection, Sandra Toy of the
Highway Safety Center reports that several IUP students have
volunteered their time through her church’s efforts during
Christmas and spring breaks the last few years, participating in mission trips, most recently in Mississippi, Tennessee, and Mexico. 

Charitable Grants Make a Difference
Getty Foundation Funds
Historical Building
Restoration Plan
Thanks to a $200,000 grant from
the Getty Foundation, IUP will
soon have a comprehensive survey and plan for restoration and
care of the university’s historic
buildings and landscapes.
IUP is one of four area universities to be included in the
Pittsburgh History and
Landmarks Foundation’s second
Western Pennsylvania Campus
Heritage Study, which will be
funded by the Getty Foundation
grant.
IUP’s selection for the project will result in a campus
preservation plan, which will
include a complete analysis of
historic buildings and landscapes, future maintenance and
recommendations for restoration,
and disability access and
improvements.
In particular, the Pittsburgh
History and Landmarks
Foundation’s study at IUP will
focus on nine of the university’s
most historic buildings:
Breezedale Alumni Center (originally known as the Sutton-Elkin
House), built in 1868; Clark Hall,
built in 1906; Fisher Auditorium,
built in 1938; Leonard Hall, built
in 1954; McElhaney Hall, built in
1931; Sutton Hall, built in 1875;
Waller Hall, built in 1928;
Whitmyre Hall, built in 1950; and
Wilson Hall, built in 1903.
Sutton Hall and Breezedale
Alumni Center are both listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places. Sutton Hall is the university’s original building.
In terms of landscaping, IUP
is actively engaged in the creation
of the Allegheny Arboretum
throughout the campus. The
Allegheny Arboretum is a living
museum established for the
growing and effective display of
trees, shrubs, and vines.
“American colleges and

universities are frequently
unique repositories of some of
the country’s finest architecture
and landscapes,” said Deborah
Marrow, director of the Getty
Foundation. “While other buildings may have had a variety of
owners and uses over the years,
campus buildings have for the
most part remained under the
same stewardship, which presents wonderful opportunities for
preservation and education.”
The plan’s development will
begin in September and will be
completed in 2008.

Grant Will Outfit
Multimedia Center
A $25,000 grant will outfit a
facility that is among the campus’s newest.
Thanks to the generosity of
the Brooks Foundation
Education Fund and the Lloyd
Foundation, administered
through the PNC Charitable
Trust Grant Review Committee,
the multimedia and video studio
lab within the IT Support
Center’s new facility in Suites on
Grant will serve IUP students
and faculty in numerous creative
and mass media endeavors.
“As a new organization, IT
Services is fortunate that our
founding coincides with the
opening of the Suites on Grant
and that we were afforded the
opportunity to offer a variety of
services in this brand-new facility,” said Bill Balint, IUP’s chief
information officer. “IUP is
committed to providing the
resources students need to
succeed in a world where information technology holds
increasing influence. We are
grateful for the trust’s investment
in the future of our students.”
The lab will open at the
beginning of the academic year,
and the grant allows for the
acquisition of state-of-the-art
equipment, software, and

furnishings for its complete
outfitting.
In addition to serving
students, the lab will support
the work of faculty members in
creating value-added content
to their courses and support
distance learning initiatives.
See information elsewhere
in this issue about the IT Support
Center.

Other Charitable Grants
The Grable Foundation
and the Dominion Foundation
provided $5,000 and $7,000,
respectively, to assist with this
year’s SHARE program. Now
in its fifteenth year, SHARE
(Summer Honors Arts Residence

Experience) brings talented and
deserving students to live on the
IUP campus in the summer for
a two-week arts immersion into
musical theater, dance, singing,
creative writing, and the visual
arts. SHARE has been designated as a Pennsylvania Regional
Summer School of Excellence by
the Pennsylvania Department of
Education and the Governors
Schools for Excellence and is
offered by IUP’s College of Fine
Arts in collaboration with the
Robert E. Cook Honors College.
Additional funding is provided
by the Pennsylvania Council on
the Arts and IUP’s Office of the
Provost. 

Home Suite Home

While the university will celebrate the opening of Suites on Grant, an event that concludes Phase I of the Residential Revival
project, Phase II began in May, and the progress is remarkable. This photo of the future Northern Suites was taken from the roof of
Weyandt Hall. Construction of the Suites on Maple, also part of Phase II, is equal in progress. While students will move into Suites on
Grant at the end of this month, the official ribbon-cutting ceremony will take place Friday, September 21, at the plaza entrance
on the corner of Grant Street and Pratt Drive. Festivities will include guided tours of the new facility for the public during the
afternoon.
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Emergency Notification
System Chosen

Gatsby Gala Provides Preview for
Museum Exhibit

IUP has purchased a specialized communications system for
more efficient emergency notification of members of the campus
community.
“The tragedy at Virginia Tech has created a heightened awareness
of the need for immediate, innovative, and comprehensive communication methods with students, employees, and the community,” said
IUP President Tony Atwater. “This system will complement our existing emergency and disaster plans.”
The system, to be in place during the Fall semester, will include
instant e-mail messaging to all individuals within the system, as well
as the following new features:
• Text messaging to all cell telephones listed in the system
• Voice messaging to all cell telephones and IUP telephone
extensions
• Verbal announcements to all the blue-light emergency
telephones on campus (blue light phones are also at the
Robertshaw parking area and on the bike path)
• Instant communication to digital signs on campus (currently
located at the Hadley Union Building)
• Ability to send messages to specific zones on campus or
specific buildings
Parents and members of the area community may also choose to
subscribe to the service. IUP is working to link the system with the
community’s existing 911 systems to facilitate communication with
existing community agencies.
“We chose this particular company [Reverse 911] after many
interviews with companies providing these types of services,” said
David Burdette, IUP vice president for Administration and Finance.
“While we believe that our current plans are strong, this program will
offer innovative communication methods that could, quite possibly,
save lives.”
When students return to campus, they will be asked for cell telephone numbers and non-IUP e-mail addresses to enroll in the system
on a voluntary basis. There is no fee to parents and students for
enrollment in the system.
The university’s emergency plan may be viewed at
www.iup.edu/emergencyplan. 

The Jazz Age comes alive at this
year’s University Museum gala,
which celebrates the era of the
Great Gatsby and kicks off the
museum’s fall show.
“Under a Paper Moon”
includes a cocktail reception and
preview The World of Paper
exhibit, dinner, an auction of
original art, and entertainment
by local musicians Rita Marlow
and the Fox-Tones with the Bath
Tub Gin-Gers performing a Jazz
Age dance review. Guests are
encouraged to wear period dress
(black tie optional) and are
invited to join the dancing after
dinner.
The event takes place
September 15 at 6:00 p.m. in
Sutton Hall’s Blue Room, and

proceeds benefit the University
Museum. The cost is $125 per
person. For the dinner menu
and other details, visit
www.arts.iup.edu/museum.
Reservations must be made by
August 31 through the College of
Fine Arts at 724-357-2397.

More About the Exhibit
The World of Paper, curated
by Cindy Bowden of the Robert
C. Williams Paper Museum, tells
the fascinating story behind the
most ordinary and most useful
of everyday materials. Bowden
and artists whose work is
featured in the exhibition will
attend the September 15 gala.
The exhibit may be viewed
through December 8. A public

Moths, blossoms, and other natural materials can be
embedded in handmade paper, as in this work by José
Ramierez. Inset: An historic Japanese print portrays a
papermaker at work.

reception is scheduled for
September 22 from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m.
Worldwide cultural traditions
and technical innovations are
showcased in paper artifacts and
objects used in papermaking.
The story begins with pre-papers
such as Egyptian papyrus, South
Pacific tapa cloth, and British
parchment and brings visitors to
present time with a look at how
paper was made in outer space
on the Space Shuttle Columbia.
Historic engravings and photographs illustrate traditional and
modern production processes.
The exhibition is dedicated to
the memory of Peg Purdy M’71,
president for many years of the
University Museum Board of
Directors. Purdy and her husband, David, endowed a fund
with the Foundation for IUP to
increase and maintain the
museum’s art collection as
a memorial to their son Ross
Purdy.
Docent tours will be available
to groups by appointment. In
conjunction with the exhibition,
workshops in papermaking and
paper arts are planned for children and adults in community
venues and at IUP. More information may be obtained from the
College of Fine Arts. 

August 23
State of the University Address
(includes first distribution of
official copies of the Strategic Plan)
August 24-26
Welcome Weekend
August 26
Freshman Convocation
August 27
Fall Classes Begin

September 15
University Museum Gala
(Reservations due August 31)
September 21
Residential Revival Suites on Grant
Ribbon Cutting (includes guided tours)
•
Twenty-third Annual
IUP Golf Scramble

For all dates, events, and details, see the on-line
Central Calendar by accessing www.iup.edu;
follow the link marked “Calendar.”
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