Mathew Bush
COSC 101: Computer Literacy (Section 302)
5/3/11
Final Project
Government Surveillance
For my final project for this class I chose to write a paper on government surveillance. I
chose government surveillance because I thought it would be fairly interesting, and I didn’t
really have that much prior knowledge of the subject either. I wanted to write a paper on it
instead of the other options because I felt that my best work could come from writing. However,
I understand that this a computer class, so I tried to make it a little more exciting and enjoyable
to read by giving it not such a dry format. I hoped that it would provide readers with not just
words and information, but also provide an image and a more casual look at the subject.
I found it difficult to find a place to begin with this topic. I felt that there was so much
information and issues within this subject that it would take forever to cover them all. I tried to
find some more recent websites and articles to use. I thought that the best thing to do would be to
focus on the broad topic of government surveillance in recent years, rather than to get into
specific cases. However, some of the small things I included because I felt that they were pretty
interesting. I used the articles, websites, and images that I did because I felt that they all
contributed a certain type of aspect of the subject. I hope to provide readers with enough
information that they’ll want to learn more about the subject of government surveillance and
anything else they may become curious about.
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It’s difficult for me to give just one
question after all that I have learned. With all
the things that our government does that we are
not aware of, the questions seem endless. I once
saw on television where it is legal in nine states
for the government to come into your own
driveway, put a tracking device on your car,
and they don’t even have to inform you. My one
question is, how much does the government really
know about every-single person in America? I often
feel like I’m just a statistic in this world. What are the
chances that they even know who I am? I guess the
only thing I can do is hope I don’t ever give them any
reason to monitor my behaviors, but with the way
thing sound they really don’t need much of a reason
to invade your life. It’s kind of frightening when you
really think about it.
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