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What do Dilbert creator Scott Adams, writer/actor/game show host Ben Stein, real estate
developer Donald Trump, actress Cate Blanchett, and Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver
Hines Ward have in common? They all have earned a university degree in economics!
The study of economics provides a background and educational base that opens a broad
range of professional, educational, and vocational opportunities. Many students enter
graduate programs where they either continue their studies in economics or branch into
related areas.

Degree Options

Faculty

Majors have a choice of three different degree
programs: A Bachelor of Arts in Economics; a
Bachelor of Arts in Economics/Pre-Law Track; and
a Bachelor of Arts in Economics/Honors Track.

The Department of Economics faculty members are
united in a common mission of providing the best
undergraduate education possible. Introductory
classes average about fifty students each and upperlevel classes average about thirty students.

Economics Opens a Variety of
Options

Career Opportunities and Employers

Some majors lead to relatively few alternative
futures. Not economics. Alternatives for economic
majors are unusually varied. They include
business, finance, journalism, policy research,
education, administration, politics, government
service, labor relations and many types of graduate
study. In the eyes of many employers, economics
majors are a preferred employment risk.
Employers know that economics is not a major for
students seeking an easy ride. They know that the
analytical rigor and demands of economics attract
better students seeking a challenge. To be a
graduate in economics is itself a valuable credential
and explains why salaries of economists are higher
than those earned by other social scientists.

There are many employment opportunities for
economics majors including those in law,
management, finance, labor relations, and
government service. The average starting salary for
economics graduates is approximately $49,000.
Recent graduates have been employed in a variety of
settings including First Commonwealth Bank, PNC
Bank, S&T Bank, BNY Mellon, The Vanguard Group,
Coventry Health Care Systems, Osram Sylvania
Products, the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia,
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, the Association of American
Railroads, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the National
Science Foundation, and the U.S. Department of
Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Beyond the Classroom

Graduate School Opportunities

Economics majors are engaged in a wide variety
of professional development activities outside the
classroom. Some students have completed
internships with employers in Indiana, PA;
Pittsburgh, PA; Philadelphia, PA; New York, NY;
or Washington, DC. Others have presented their
research papers at the IUP Undergraduate
Scholars Forum or the Pennsylvania Economic
Association annual conference, where they have
won awards for their work. Many students attend
alumni speaker presentations sponsored by the
Economics Club each semester.

Department of Economics alumni who go on to
graduate school have successfully completed a
variety of post-graduate degrees, including law
degrees, public policy programs, M.B.A.s, and Ph.D.s
in Economics. Graduate schools from which
economics graduates have earned degrees include
Carnegie-Mellon University, Duke University, Harvard
University, Howard University, Johns Hopkins
University, London School of Economics, New York
University, Penn State University, The Ohio State
University, University of Chicago, University of
Georgia, University of Maryland, University of
Pennsylvania, and the University of Pittsburgh.
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Scholarships

Facilities

The Donald A. Walker Scholarship is awarded to students
majoring in Economics or Economics/Pre-Law. The
scholarship is directed to students with outstanding academic
potential. The Karl A. McDermott Scholarship is awarded to
majors who have demonstrated overall academic achievement and the promise for future success. Preference is given
to female students to overcome the underrepresentation of
women in economics and related professions.

The Department of Economics Library provides a study
area for Department of Economics majors. It also has
two computers and a printer available for use by
students. Classrooms in McElhaney Hall are outfitted
with state-of-the-art computer and projection
equipment.

Curriculum Overview
All students in this major must complete IUP's graduation requirement of 120 credits with a minimum overall 2.00 gradepoint-average (GPA). As part of completing the degree, they must fulfill the university's Liberal Studies requirements
and the College of Humanities and Social Sciences foreign language requirement. In addition, students must complete
a minimum of 34 credits in the major. For more information about specific requirements for each of the degree
programs, visit the IUP Department of Economics website at www.iup.edu/economics.

What Economics Alumni Are Doing

What Economics Alumni Are Saying

David Reed (2000) received the 2005 IUP Alumni
Ambassador Award from the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences. He is serving his fifth term in the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

"I am so thankful that I majored in economics at IUP.
The faculty were supportive every step of the way;
from principles of macroeconomics to advanced
econometrics to helping me plan my future. In my
current position as a college professor and assistant
director of a polling firm, I use the skills I learned at
IUP on a daily basis. Everything I know about
mentoring students and effective teaching, I learned
from the IUP Department of Economics faculty."
− Dr. Mileah Kromer (2003), Assistant Professor and
Assistant Director of the Elon University Poll, Elon
University

Chrystina Steffy (2003) received the 2007 IUP Alumni
Ambassador Award from the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences. She completed a Master’s degree in
Applied Economics at Johns Hopkins University and is
working at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
in Washington, DC.
Mileah Kromer (2003) received the 2011 IUP Young
Alumni Achievement Award from the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences. She received her
Ph.D. in Political Science from Louisiana State
University in 2008. She is an Assistant Professor and
Assistant Director of the Elon University Poll at Elon
University in Elon, NC.
C. Elizabeth Hall (2008) graduated from the Duke
University School of Law in May 2011 and passed the
Bar Exam in August 2011. Currently, she is a Law Clerk
on the North Carolina Supreme Court.
Aleta Haflett (2009) is a graduate student studying
nonprofit management and international economic
development at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public
Policy at the University of Michigan. She spent the
summer of 2011 working in Malawi for Innovations for
Poverty Action, a research organization based at Yale
University.
Raymond Edwards (2011) is an alumnus of the IUP Cook
Honors College currently studying economics with a full
assistantship in the Ph.D. program at the University of
Georgia.
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“Economics is not just a discipline, it is a method
through which to see the world….the Department
prepared me to succeed in my post-IUP endeavors. I
am grateful to the department for providing me with a
solid foundation that continues to aid me in the pursuit
of an Economics Ph.D.”
– Dr. Neil Meredith (2006), Assistant Professor of
Economics at West Texas A&M University in
Canyon, TX
“Majoring in economics provides students with a
versatile set of tools that can be applied to understand
and analyze human behavior and public policy issues
in almost any area of interest they have.”
– Chris Krahe (2007), Associate Analyst with S&P
Public Finance in Chicago, IL
"The Department of Economics at IUP fully prepared
me for my job as an Economic Analyst. The job
requirement stated 2-5 years experience needed, but
my undergraduate work at IUP was impressive
enough for an offer!"
– Shannon Stare (2007), Economic Analyst,
Association of American Railroads (Non-profit trade
association in Washington, DC)

