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‘ A. DETAILS OF COURSE
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Academic need - this course is proposed for inclusion in the Liberal
Studies course list as a liberal studies elective. It fulfills the
microcomputer based computer literacy need for students. The
Computer Science Department teaches Computer Literacy to non-Computer
Science majors, and this course is designed for such a clientele.

Catalog description - see attachment.

The course follows the traditional approach of lecture courses in the
Computer Science Department: lectures that cover the concepts and
projects that provide practical experience. The novelty of the
course is only in its emphasis on microcomputers.

This proposed course is a modernization of the existing CO 200-
Introduction to Computers. The existing course did not have a
microcomputer emphasis as the proposed course does. = There are
several reasons: first, microcomputers were not invented when that
course was first proposed and accepted, and, second, only recently
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have course materials become available that facilitate the move to
microcomputer emphasis. The microcomputer version of CO 200 (i.e.
the proposed course) has been offered several times during the summer
gessions when university computing facilities could handle the
student load. Now that public facilities are becoming available, it
is feasible to offer this course.

The course is not a dual level course.
The course may not be taken for variable credit.

uite a number of universities offer this course. The attachment
shows the offerings by Wayne State University, North Carclina State
University, and San Francisco State University. All of the SSHE
institutions with the exception of Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
offer this course or some modification of it (see attachment for
course descriptions).

The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) does not require this
course. However, the Data Processing Management Association (DPMA)
suggeste a model curriculum for the course under the +title of
“"Microcomputer Applications in Business™.

B.  INTERDISCIPLINARY IMPLICATIONS
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The course is designed to be taught by one instructor.
No additional or corollary courses are required.

ASBED and MIS Departments currently offer similar courses. Meetings
between the college deans, departmental chairpersons, and a few
individuals have been held to encourage the cooperation of the
Computer Science ASBED, and MIS Departments in offering this course
as a computer literacy course.

Students in the School of Continuing Education will be encouraged to
take this course.

C.  IMPLEMENTATION

\\;g; Cl. Resources needed for this course are available but not sufficient.
dD\E?\ a. Faculty - Computer Science, ASBED and MIS Department faculty
x§f§9\= e 35“ have been teaching courses similar to the one
3 b\\x SFL_A\ proposed.
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not. What is eventually needed are adeguately equipped
laboratories for hande-on sessions with students.

c. Equipment - The course requires the use of microcomputer
laboratories. These are available in scattered
locations across the main and branch campuses;

,7 however, there is no one laboratory that is
&(‘ capable of accommodating the normal class size of

%&9"p99>)up to 30. Eventually, a laboratory of this size
,\6\@_@3“ ~ ghould be available.

;Qgpét There is also a need for carte eguipped with
Cﬁ?) o microcomputers and pc-projectors for
stA\w§§L demonstration purposes in all buildings where the
>K course will be taught.
d. Laboratory Supplies - Faper and ribbons for printing of
ocutput.

e, Library Materials - reading materials needed to support the
course are avallable at the Stapleton
Library.

£, Travel Funds - No travel funds are needed.

g. Continuing Learning - For this course to be truly effective,

.3mgggk ¥ fully functional versions of the

A 0 - educational software used in the course

Gﬁﬁ‘ :EL\?;Eiié§> need to be made available in public

\;) §>§< &% laboratories for students to use
o gﬁﬁ % throughout their academic careers.
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No resource for this course is funded by a grant.

Multiple sections of the course will be offered every semester. It will

also be offered in the summer seseions. by ccuu?uku'Sca o *tﬁn\ 5@'&‘(
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It is anticipated that eight to ten sections of thi course will be
offered each semester. (ne section will be offered in each summer
session. This may be expanded on demand.

Up to thirty students will be accommodated in a section of this course.
(This will cause some students to share microcomputers during laboratory
sessions).

No professional society recommends enrollment limits or parameters
specifically for this course.

This course is not a curriculum reguirement for Computer Science majors.
It is being proposed as a Liberal Studies Elective. It does not affect
the number of free electives available to majors, since Computer Science
majors do not need the - course. It further does not necessitate any
increase in the 124-credit program of any student at IUP since it will be
















































