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GENERIC SYLLABUS

I. CaATALOG DESCEIFTICH

PHILOSCPHY 10: GENEZRAL LOGIC: YETHODS OF CRITICAL THINKING 3 crsdits

Praregquisitzs: MNoasz
deductiva and

drzvn from medis,

Designed to develop students' ability to critically anaiyzs d
inductive argumentation, rhetoric, and persuasion by exampiss
texcbooks, advertising, scholarly works, perscaal contacis, &t
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Students will learn to recognize, anzlyze, and evaluate arguments:

a. to distinguish arguments from unsupported opinionms,

b. to identify conclusions and premises

b. to evaluatz arguments as tc vaiicity and soundness.

2. sStudents will develop the skills of =zbstract legital =hinking,
critical analysis, decision making, arnd cthar aspects of the crizical procsass
by studying and apply*ng fundamental principles of critical rsasoniang.

3. Students will apply the techniques of critical reasocniang tec actual
arguments from philosophy and elsewhers and to curr:nt issues, ideas,
instizutions, and evants.

4. Students will become acguainted with scme of the major arsas of
pinilosophy through the analysis of argurments frcm those areas.

IIT. CCURSE OUTLINE: varies with instructer and includes at l=ast some of tae

. foliowing:

A. Analyzing Deductive and Inducrtive Arguments: Pramises & Conclusionm,
Charitabie Interpretation / Philosophical Applications

B. Evaluating Deductive Arguments: Validity & Soundness / Philescpaical
Applicaticns

C. Infcrmal Fallacies / Appiications: Sexual and Racial Zguaiity

D. Evaiunating Inductive Arguments: Generalizaticn, Causal Argunents,
Arguments from Analogy / Philosophical Appiications

TI. EVALUATION HETEODS: varies with instructor and includes at l:zast scme of
the following:

A. Examinations

B. Papers

C. Finpal Examination

IV. REQUIRED TEXTS: : varies with instructor and includes the following:
1. Critical thinking text: Some possibilities are:
Jerry Caderblom & David W. Paulsen. C(ritical Reasoning, 2nd ed. .
Wadsworth, 1986.
Howard Kahane. Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric [The Use of Reason
in Evervday Life], 4th ed. Wadsworth, 1884.
C. A. Missimer. Good Arguments [dan Iatroduction to Critical
Thinking]. Prentice-Hall, 1986.
Merrilee H. Salmon. Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking.
Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1984.
Bruce N. Waller. Critical Thinking (Consider the Verdict].
Prentice Hall, 1988.
Perry Weddle. Argument [A Guide to Critical Thinking]. McGraw-
Hill, 1978.



argurents taxen from selectad readings in philcscphy:
Sampie below.
PYILOSOZHY JF RELIGION
Proofs for Gecd's existenca
Ansela & Descartes, ontological argument
Aquinas, cosaoiocgical arguments
Paiey, teleological argument
Hure, teleological argument
Problem of Evil
Hick, solution
defense of atheism (MNagel or Mackie!)
Adeguate Evidenca: Shouid we believe in God without it?
Pascal, wager
Sames, Will to Baelieve
cricicism of James & Pascal (Clifford or Stich)
VALUES: Sexual and Racial Eguality
Richard ¥Wasserstrom, "Racism and Sexism"
allison Jagger, "Political Philosophies of Wemen's
Liberatiea”

EPISTEMOLOGY: Skeptical Arguments
Descartas, Meditation I
Ayer, "Argument from Iilusion” -
METAPHYSICS: The Mind-Body Precbiem and the Probliem of
Personal Identity
Descartas, Meditation II
Hume, "the Self”
Perry, "Dialogue on Personal Identity & Immortaiity™



SAMPLE SYLLABUS

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTIOW
PHILOSOPHY 101 GENERAL LOGIC: METHODS OF CRITICAL THINKIMNG 3 credics
Prerequisites: HNone
Designed to developr students ability to critically analyze deductive and
inductive arqumentation, rhetoric. and persuasion by examples drawn from media,
textbooks, advertising, scholarly works, personal contacts, etc. Enphasis upon
the nature of definition, clarification of meaning, detaction of fallacies.
scientific methodology, and logic as a practical tool.

II. COURSE OBJECTIYVES

1. Students will learn to recognize, analyze, and evaluate arguments:
a. to distinguish arguments from unsupportzd opinions,
b. to identify conclusions and premises,
b. to evaluate arguments as to validity and soundness.

2. Students will develop the skills of abstract logical thinking,
critical analysis, decision making, and other aspects of the critical process
by studying and applying fundamental principiass of critical reascning.

3. Students will apply the techniques of critical reasoning to actual
argunents from philosophy and slsewhere ana to current issuss, ideas,
institutions, and avents.

: 4. Students will become acguainted with some of the major areas of
philosophy through the analysis of arguments from those areas.

IZI. COURSE OUTLINE

A. Analyzing Arguments

1. The Values (and Dangers) of Critical Reasoning

2. The Anatomy of Arguments: Identifying Premises & Conclusions.
. Charitable Interpretation & Argument Patteras.

4. Applicaticns to Writing.
. Reconstruction: Adding Iaplicit Premises & Conclusionms.
. Using Techniques of Reconstruction in Writing.

w

~w

B. Evaluating Arguments: Validity & Soundness
1. Evaluating Arguments: Does the Conclusion Follow from the Premises?
2. Techniques for Determining Validity: Euler Diagrams & Venn Diagrams.
3. An Argument can be Valid without the Premises being True: Refutation
by Logical Analogy.
4. Appiications: Proofs for God's existence
a. Descartes, ontological argument
b. LAquinas, cosmological arguments
5. %Writing Critical Comments.

C. Evaluating Arguments: Informal Fallacies

1. Clarification of Meaning & Evaluation of Arguments.

2. Why are Bad Argunents sometimes Convincing? False Dilemma, Slippery
Slope, Straw Man.

3. Affirming the Consequent, Denying the Antecedent, Equivocation,
Begging the Question.

4. Appeal to Force, Appeal to Pity, Prejudicial Language.

5. Double Trouble: Appeal to Authority, Attacking the Person.



”

6. Applications: Sexual and Racial Equality
a. Richard Wasserstrom, "Racism and Sexism"
b. Allison Jagger, "Politizal Philosophies of Wecamea's Liberatiocn”

D. Evaluating Inductive Arguments
1. Empirical Generalization.
2. Causal Generalization, the Controlled Experiment & the Faulty love
rom Corrazlation to Cause.
3. Arguments from Analogy.
4. Applications: Proofs for God's axistence
a. Paley, teleological argument
b. Hume, teleological argument

IIT. EVALUATION HETHODS: The semester grade w1ll be calculated by totaling
points earned and then dividing by the total points possible:
A. Required E:xaminations:

1. EXAMINATION 1: Chapters 1, 2, & 3. 200 points

2. EXAMINATION 2: MIDTERM: Chapters 1, 2, 3, & 4. 200 points

3. EXAMINATION 3: Chaptars 5 & 5. 200 points

4. EXAMINATICN 4: Chapter 9. 200 points
Total points on raquirzsd sxaminations 800 points

B. Cptional Comprehernsive Final Examination 300 points

C. Class Attandance and Psrticipaticn: strongly encouraged. Will be
cocisiderad in detarmining borderline semester gra des.

IV. TEXTS:
A. required:
1. Critic:l Reasoning. Second Edition. Jerry Cederbliom & David W.
Paulsen. Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1234.
2. Selacted Readings ([esither an anthology or a ccilection of r=adings
compiled by the instructor and produced by Kinko's].
B. recommended: Strunk & White, The Elements of Style



LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM

ADesat this form: Use this form only il you vish to have a course included for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended (o assist you in developing your course to meet the university's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. and to arrange your proposal in 2 standard erder lor consideration by

the LSC and the UWUCC. If you have questions, contact the Liberal Studies OfCice, 353 Sutton Hall:
teteghone, 357-5715.

De ast use this {orm for technical. professional, or pre-proiessional co.urss or {or remedial

courses. none of which is eligible for Liberal Studies. Do mot use this form for sections of the

syathesis course or for vriting-intensive sections: differeat forms will be available for those.

A. For which category(ies) are you progosing the course? Check ail
that apply.

LEARNING SKILLS

——_ First English Composition Course
Second Eaglisih Composition Course
—— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Humanities: History

_X__ Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Bumanities: Literature

— Fine Arts

___ Natural Sciences: Laboratory Course
____ Natural Sciences: Non-laboratory Course
— Social Sciences

—— Health 2ad Wellness

— Non-Westera Cuitures

Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars you requesting reguiar or provisional spsreval for this cogrse?
_X_ Regular ___ Provisional (limitations 2pply, se2 instructions)
C. During the traasition from Goneral Fducation to Liberal Studies,

should this courss be listod as an approved substituts for s curreat
General Education course, thus allowing it t» meet aay remaining

Geneorsl Education needs? <. Yos ae
If so. which General Education course(s)? _FEL101 General Logic. Me thods of

Critical Thinking
It is the same course modified somewhat to meet LS goals
more fully.

Ls-1-—-3/33



Liberal Studies Form -- 2

PART TI” WHICH LIBERAL STUDIZS GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE

EET? Check all that apply and attach aa expiznation.

All Liberal Studies courses must coatribute tg at least one of these goals: most will
meet more than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you coasider
them to be primary or secondary goals of the course. [For ezample, a history course
might assume “historical consciousness” and “acquiring a bedy-of knawledge” as its
primary goals, but it might also enhance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that no single course is expected to shoulder all by itseif the
responsibility for meeting these goals; our work is supported and enhanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primary  Seceadary
A. Intellectual Skills snd Modes of Thinkin g

1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical X
analysis, synthesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process.

2. Literacy—-writing, reading, speaking, listening

3. Understanding numerical data x

4. Historical consciousness

3. Scieatific inquiry

6. Values (ethical maode of thinking or application X
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking

B. Acguiring s Bady of Xaowiedge er Under- X
standing Essentisi to aa Educated Porsea

C. Understanding the Physical Naturs of
Human Beings

D. Cartain Collataral Skills:
1. Use of the library

2. Use of computing technology




Liberal Studies Form — 3

PART III. DOE 0 £

LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attiach answers to these questions.

(Explanations for all below attached.)

A. If this is 2 multiple-section. multiple-iastructor course, there shouild be 2 basic

A equivaleacy (thugh aot necessg.rily uniformity) among the sections in such

things as objectives, conteat, assignments, and evaluation. Hote: this should not

teach the same way: deparimeats are eacouraged to develop their courses o
allow the flexibility which coatributes o imaginative, committed teaching and
capitalizes on the streangths of individual facuity.

What are the strategies that your department will use ta assure that
pasic equivalency exists? Ezamples might be the establishmeat of
departmental guidelines, assignment of repsonsibility o 8 coordinating
committee, exchange and discussion of individual jmstructor syllabi, periodic
meetings among instructors, etc.

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectivesand contributions of ethaic

and racial minorities and of vomen Wherever appropriate o the subject matter.
If your attached syllabus does aot make explicit that the course
meets this criterion, pleass sppend an expianation of Aew it will. -

Liberal Studies courses must require the reading and use by studeats of at feast
one, but preferably mors, substantial works of fiction or noafiction (as
distinguished from textbooks, anthologies. workbooks; or manuais). TYeur

attached syilabus must maks explicii that ths cewrse meots this
eriterion. '

mmymdmislammmmmbmdmlmiwxm!
quantitative skills: mchmmmmwdmincludommmm:em
Mm«nammemedmmwieam llyummi:iuthis
exception, pluniutilyhn.l

If this is an introductory course intended for s general student sudisace, it
should be designed to nﬂaamen:ﬁw:huituynﬁbotheonly formal
college instruction these students will have in that discipline, instesd of being
designed as the first course in s major ssquencs. That is. iL shouid introduce the
discipiine to students rather than introduce students into tha discipline. If this
is swch aa imtreduciacry caursm, hev is it diiferweat [rem what is
previded for deginniag majers?



Liberal tudies Form -- 4

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which all courses should
coatribute to students' abilities. To which of the six will your course
contribute? Check all that apply and attach an explaaation.

X__ 1. Confrcat the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject matter:
realize that although “suspended judgment” is a2 necessity of
intellectual inquiry, one cannot live forever in suspeasion; and make
ethical choices and take responsibility for them.

2. Define and analyze prublems, frame questions, evaluate available
solutions, and make choices

X _ 3. Communicate knowiedge and exchange ideas by various forms of

expression, in most cases writing and speaking.

X _ 4. Rzcognize creativity and engage in creative thinking.

X _ 3. Continue learning evea after ‘:ha compietion of their formal
education.

X __ 6. Recognize rejationships betweea what is being studi-d and current
issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats.

PART IV, DOES YOUR

Each curriculum catzgory has its own set of specific criteria in addition to those
generally applicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria armggd in a
coanvenieat, check-list format which you can mark off appropriatefy aad inciude
with your proposal. The attached syilabus should indicate hew ysur csurse
moots szch criterion yew check. If it decs aet do 3¢ explicitly, plesss
attach aa explanstioa.



CHECZ LIST -- HUMANITIES: PHILCSOPHY

Kaowledge Arss Criteria which the course mus=t meeat:

X

-Treat concepts, themes, and eveats in sufficieat depth o enable studeats o
appreciate the complexity, history, and current implications of what is being
studied: and not be merely cursory coverages of lists of wpics.

Suggest the major intellectual questions/probiems wvhich interest practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore criticaily the important theories and
priaciples preseated by the discipline.

Allow students to understand aand apply the methads of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline. -

Encourage studeats to use and enhance, wherever possible, the composition
and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Stdies.

Philosophy Criteris which the course must meet:

X

Iatroduce students to some of the great philosophers of Western civilization.
avoiding excessive emphasis on one author or period of philosophical
development. .

Introduce students to some or all of the major areas of philosophy (aesthetics.
epistemology, ethics, and metaphysics). Logic (eomitted by mis +aJ=e)

~X Courses vhich choose to emphasize one or more of Lhese areas must do so in such 2
Wy 12 {0 show students the relationships among the various 2ress of philosophy.

—— Alternately, courses which choose 10 approach these areas of philesophy
historically by examining one or more of the recognized historical periods in
philosophy (e. g. ancient/medieral, modern, or.contemporary) must do so in such a
way as o show students the coatrasts and similarities with ather periods.

Provide opportunities, through the close analysis aad evaluation of
fundamental issues, for student sto gain both an understanding of philosophy

aad aa enhanced ability to think critically aad respoasibly about important
issues.

Invesﬁgg.ta reiationships vith non-Vestern traditinns aad cultures vhere
appropriate.

Give due attention to the philosophical work of women 2ad minorities.

Use primary sources whea feasible and appropriate.

1S-2PH — 3/33



_LIBERAL STUDIES CHECKLIST FOCR
PHILOSOPHY 101 GENERAL LOGIC: HETHODS OF CRITICAL THINKIIG

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
A. INTELLECTUAL SXILLS & MODES OF THINKING:

1. Students will develop the skills of abstract lecgic I thinking,
critical analysis, decision making, and other aspects of the C'lt’cal process
by studying the fundamental principles of correct reasoning. They will learn
to analyze arguments and to racognize valid and invalid pattarns of iaference.
They will also learn to recognize various informal fallacies and tc applv rules
for. determining the strength of various types of inductive arguments. Logic
courses are the place to learn these principles. PRIMARY.

2. Learning to recognize, analyze, and evaiuate arguments is an
important part of literacy. Learning to evaiuatz actual arguments will anhance
students' abilities to read carzfully and anaiytically and tc evaluate the
strength of what thsy have read. Many students cannot write well because they
do not understand the principles of logical reascning and, theresfore, cannot
organize their thoughts. Studying those principles will enhancz the students'
ability to organize their thoughts and, therebv, their ability to write well.

) SECCHNDARY.

3. Since mathematics tsaches logical princ*nles in its courses and
rzgards logic as part of mathematics, this course is helpiul in understandia
nunerical data. Study of the logical fcundations of matﬁematlcs will enhance
students' understanding of both numerical data and computer scisnce. PRIZARY.

4. Historical ccnsciousness. HG.

5. Scientific reasoning involves deducticn and induction, both of
which are presented in the course. Thus, students will gain a rudimentary
understanding of the nature of scientific inquiry by studving its logical
foundations. They may also learn to evaluate the validity of various types of
scientific experiments. SECONDARY.

6. Students will enhance their ability to make responsible decisicns
about fundamental issues of value through learning to use logic as a practical
tool for decision making. They will confront ethical issues in examples and
will learn to analyze and evaluate ethical positions, such as those on the
morality of abortion or racism. They will, thereby, learn that ethical
problems can be apprcached with insight and understanding rather than with
dognatism and przjudice. SECONDZRY.

7. Aesthetic. NO.

B. ACQUIRING RKNOWLEDGE OR UNDERSTANDING: The course enhances the
students' understanding of human reasoning and knowledge of the extent to which
human thought is or is not logical. An understanding of logic is especially
important for those living in a computer-dominated culture. SECONDARY.



III. GENERAL CRITERIA

A. All instructors who have taught this course during the previous
acaderic year and sunmmer and all who intend to teach it the following acadeaaic
year will meet at the conclusicon of the spring semester. They will review this
document, including the generic syllabus. They will exchange individual
syllabi and then will discuss whether they are aeeting the specific goals and '~
criteria cutlined in this document. Any proklems or confiicts will be brought -
before the entire department for resolution.

B. The courses will include the perspectives and contributions of ethnic
and racial minorities and women wherever appropriate. This will be done on
several levels. First, through the instructor's use of nonsexist, nonracist
language. Second, through the instructor's criticisa of sexist and racist
language and stereotypes. Third, through the inclusicn of readings or texts by
women and mincrities (whers feas:ble and appropriate). Fecurth, through
references to and discussions of the perspectives and contributions of wcmen
and mincrities. Fifth, through the discussion of examples dealing with issues
such &s sexism and racism.

C. Students mav read excerpts from primary philosophical works. Since
this is primarily a skills course, however, the emphasis will be on developing
reasoning skills rather than on analyzing a long philosophical work. Some

. instructors may focus on short argument passages taken from philosopnical

works: others may analyze a "fairly larga" nmajor work. Students will not read
an entire philosophical monograph if doing so would make it impossible to cover
the principles of reasoning fundamental to the ccurse.

D. Philosophy coursas ares not sequential as ars courses in math or
chemistry. Thers is no special course designed to intreduce our majors into
the discipline of philosophy. This course is equally suitable for majors and
non-najors. t teaches logical reasoning over a wide range of philoscphical
and non-philosophical topics.

E. CONTRIBUTING TO STUDEHTS' ABILITIES:

1. Studants will enhance their ability to make responsible decisions
about fundamental issues of value by developing their critical reasoning
abilities. Logical skills apply to ethical problems. The course begins where
the students are and teaches them the stance of the critical evaluator. The
stance is one of informed commitment to truth; it does not leave them in
skepticism.

2. Students will see how logicians define and analyze problems,
frame questicns, evaluate avaiiable solutionms, and make chcices. They will
work on problems either in groups or individually.

3. Students will be required to communicate knowledge & exchange
jdeas through discussion. They will be expected to evaluate arguments to
determine which conclusions are most reasonable. Mastery of the principles of
logical reasoning contributes to clarity of expression in speaking and writing.



4. Logical reasoning is sometimes seen as opposed to creativity. It
is nct. "Creativicty" involves criticism of the status quo or "accentad
solution" and reaching out for pocssible solutions as yet untrieéd. The study
of philoscphy #ill heip both in. the questioning of the ali-too-obvious and in
the imagiming of new alternatives.

5 & 6. Studsnts will be shown applications of fundamental logicai
principles to current issues, ideas, institutions, and =vents. The nead to
continue to develop and use critical reascning to make crucial decisions
throughout life wilil be emphasized. Reasoning skills should persist and
continue to improve students' ability to learn, evaluate, decide, and act.

IV. KNOWLEDGE AREA CRITERIA: -

A. The course will treat logical concepts, principles, and techniques in
sufficient depth to enable students to appreciate the complexity, history, and
current implications of logic.

B. The ccurse will suggest major intallectual guestions or problems which
interast philosophers and explore important logical concepts and principles.

C. The course will rsquire students to-understané and apply the metheds
. of logical reasoning and vocabulary commonly used in the disciplins to examples
from philosophy and alsewhars.

D. The =ffects on literacy are discussed above. Many studants cannc:
write well because they cannot reascn well. The ccurse aims to remedy- that
defact. Should class size be sufficiantly reduced, compesition might be
required. Because logic overlaps mathematics, the course will also anhancs
mathematics skills.

V. PHILOSOPHY CRITERIA:

A. Through the use of examples from philosophy and through its discussion
of logicians, the course will introduce students to some of the great
philosophers of Westarn civilization avoiding excessive emphasis on one author

or period of philosophical development.

B. The course will emphasize logic and introduce students to other areas
such as ethics through the analysis of arguments from those areas.

C. This has already been discussed.

D. Relationships to non-Western traditions and cultures will be
investigated where appropriate, such as in arguments on ethical relativism and
the nature of God.

E. This was discussed in III. B.

F. Primary sources will be used when feasible and appropriate. (Sse
III.C.)



