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Curtis “Curt” Cignetti stands among the most accomplished and influential football coaches to emerge from western Pennsylvania and from the proud legacy of Indiana University of Pennsylvania. A native of Pittsburgh and the son of legendary IUP coach Frank Cignetti Sr., he grew up immersed in the values of leadership, education, and service that define this institution, reflecting a lifetime shaped by IUP’s culture of excellence. His family’s connection to IUP extends across generations, with his daughters, Carly Cignetti ’15 and Natalie Cignetti ’18, also proudly graduating from the university.
A former quarterback at West Virginia University, Cignetti began a coaching career that now spans more than four decades, including roles at major FBS programs, national championship teams, and transformative head coaching tenures. His early career included key positions at Pittsburgh, Davidson, Rice, Temple, NC State, and Alabama—where he contributed to the 2009 national championship team.
In 2011, Cignetti returned to his family’s home institution as head football coach at IUP, where he revitalized the program and restored it to national prominence. Under his leadership, IUP achieved a 57–13 record, a PSAC Championship, multiple NCAA Division II playoff appearances, and consistent Top‑25 national rankings. His tenure strengthened the university’s athletic reputation and renewed national visibility for IUP football.
His subsequent success at Elon University, James Madison University, and Indiana University elevated him to national recognition. At James Madison, he compiled a 52–9 record and secured three CAA championships. At Indiana University, he engineered one of the most dramatic program turnarounds in modern college football, leading the team to a 27-2 overall two-year win-loss record and an undefeated 2025 session that culminated in taking the Hoosiers to their first national championship in 2025—an achievement described as “one of the greatest stories in college football history”.
Throughout his career, Cignetti has been guided by a disciplined, principled leadership philosophy rooted in accountability, preparation, and character development. He is known for a “blueprint and a plan” approach that emphasizes people, culture, and execution, and he has consistently prioritized the academic and personal growth of student‑athletes.
His deep personal connection to IUP—shaped by his father’s legacy, his own tenure as head coach, and the success of his daughters as IUP alumni—remains central to his identity. He maintains strong ties to western Pennsylvania and the IUP community, and his achievements across the nation reflect positively on the university that helped shape him.
For more than 40 years, Curt Cignetti has served higher education and student‑athletes with distinction. His leadership has shaped programs, elevated institutions, and influenced generations of young people. His career embodies the ideals of discipline, integrity, service, and educational impact that define Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
In recognition of his transformational leadership, his contributions to collegiate athletics, his lifelong connection to IUP, and his service to the public good, the Council of Trustees proudly recommends Curt Cignetti for the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters.
