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[bookmark: _Toc38542742]Approval of Honorary Degree

The Academic Affairs Committee recommended the approval of an honorary doctor of humane letters degree to be presented to Curtis Cignetti.

The following motion is recommended for approval:

THAT THE AWARDING OF AN HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS DEGREE TO CURTIS “CURT” CIGNETTI AT COMMENCEMENT ON MAY 9, 2026, BE APPROVED. THE AWARDING OF THIS DEGREE HAS THE SUPPORT OF THE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE AND, FOLLOWING ITS MEETING ON MARCH 3, THE APPROVAL OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE, CONTINGENT ON APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES AT ITS MARCH 31 MEETING.

Approval of IUP-APSCUF Representative Council and University Senate Actions
The Academic Affairs Committee recommends that the following actions, which have the endorsement of the president and the provost, be approved. Just one is highlighted. For complete information, please refer to the IUP-APSCUF Actions document, available on the website.

Three program revisions were approved at the December 2, 2025, IUP-APSCUF Representative Council meeting.

Program moratorium approved at the December 2, 2025, IUP-APSCUF Representative Council meeting as follows:

· From the Department of Language, Literature, and Writing
· English 7-12 Teaching Certificate

At the December 2, 2025, meeting, the University Senate approved revisions to three undergraduate policies and four graduate policies.

The following motions are recommended for approval:

THAT THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES APPROVE (1) THE ACTIONS APPROVED AT THE DECEMBER 2, 2025, MEETING OF THE IUP-APSCUF REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL AND (2) THE POLICIES APPROVED AT THE DECEMBER 2 MEETING OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE AND SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED BY PRESIDENT DRISCOLL.

Provost Lara Luetkehans provided a brief update on initiatives in the Academic Affairs Division and on progress toward filling three college dean positions. She introduced Prashanth Bharadwaj, dean, Eberly College of Business. She also provided updates on searches for the deans of Health Sciences and Arts, Humanities, Media, and Public Affairs. Dr. Luetkehans gave updates on the visit from AACSB (the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) to extend accreditations for the Eberly College of Business and for the Accounting programs. She also discussed progress toward pre-accreditation approval for the proposed college of osteopathic medicine.

Provost Luetkehans then introduced Gwen Torges, associate professor of political science; Elise Glenn, chief diversity and inclusion officer and Title IX coordinator; Adam Jones, dean of Students; and Monserrat Lopez Villagomez, senior political science/pre-law major; Dominick Ditoro, senior economics major; and Elizabeth Fox, political science/pre-law and economics major, all three of whom are students in the first Civic Savvy course. The group provided an overview of a $2.295-million grant that IUP received from the US Department of Education. This initiative will include the creation of a new Center for Dialogue and Civic Life and will embed dialogue and civic readiness throughout the IUP student experience.  

The meeting concluded with an introduction of Amber Racchini, vice provost for Academic Success and dean of the University College, who gave an overview of how IUP is meeting its obligations under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The overview focused on institutional resources, training, and support systems in place to help faculty and staff uphold compliance and advance IUP’s commitment to equitable access.  

This concludes my report.

Mark Holman, Chair
Academic Affairs Committee
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