
  

     

 

Was this newsletter forwarded to you? Please sign up to receive your own copy. 

You’ll support our journalism and ensure that you continue to receive our emails. 

Welcome to Teaching, a free weekly newsletter from The Chronicle of Higher 

Education. 

This week: 

• I tell you about how Clemson University is preparing its instructors to teach 

online.  

• I share how other colleges are talking about transitioning to remote 

teaching.  

• I provide some links to online teaching resources.  

**We know things are in flux on many campuses. It’s a stressful time, and we will 

be following the coronavirus story closely. Please let us know what you think we 

should be covering along the way. And if you’d like to join our Facebook group for 

further conversation with people at other colleges, and with the Chronicle staff, 

you can find it at Higher ed and the coronavirus.** 

One University Gets a Jump on Emergency Preparedness 

When Clemson University held an online-teaching day last August, closing the 

campus and requiring instructors to teach online, a pandemic was not uppermost 

on people’s minds. But the South Carolina institution did want to ensure that all of 
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its 2,000-plus faculty members and instructors were capable of teaching remotely 

in case an emergency shuttered the campus. 
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As it turns out, that “eLearning Day” and a similar follow-up event last month were 

particularly timely. As the coronavirus spreads across the country, leading some 

campuses to shift instruction online temporarily, Clemson has a handle on what it 

takes to help its professors transition to remote teaching. 

Most colleges are planning for a potential or actual disruption this spring. So can 

other institutions learn from Clemson’s experience as they prepare? 

For one, says Anne Marie Rogers, associate director of learning technology for 

Clemson Online, many professors are more proficient in online teaching than they 

think. Learning-management systems like Blackboard and Canvas are ubiquitous 

across the education landscape. And while some instructors may use only a bare 

minimum of tools in their LMS, that’s a start. 

“One instructor was really concerned she could not teach online,” recalls Rogers, 

who is part of an academic-continuity team. “I said, ‘Do you use Canvas?’ And she 

said, ‘Oh yes, I put all of our class materials on Canvas.’ I said, ‘There you go. 

You’re already teaching online. What else do you need?’” 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks2.newsletter.chronicle.com%2Fu%2Fclick%3F_t%3Dd6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544%26_m%3D5addef2d81204dd9913525e61f2b58ee%26_e%3DPA9t57WTE2nLzgtnrvfhXyXRMQptiV9kesXtV_81HpprdNOaaaXiySp-duC8RLUHj4N7pMpJw5MdfH9OC_LHfKEGGLsrpyq7Bzzzy18kvVTo1_6HbNZacWdQ6Dv-pssdeHx7gaVDrqywyS8XipMOo72O1VueQ8xzv7jqncZ3zjKojBfKrUJQ9H0vxJwdWPv3cZyfyAUG2CD12TpDGiKIv6U3EfVQysSeoO7AaKOVFkSL9LvoALSOKSM8axyeSLY0nJaab4aUOf_1xYonI0hQ3cbdbeLPmtjN0BvpOyXqcssJCzs5iJjqhH8MpLSzwz-UnQQSKeRvBHYVN5d_IaYJoN-ASCLAeeTWf4ydCwbQZUbR6CvSCSN94bbXuvJzEJZPhCp3Lil9YZC_d536CwcefkRcnzUkwsUnwcdaSJuBVOE%253D&data=02%7C01%7Caschwei%40iup.edu%7C03b75da8899441eee63d08d7c6bd1be8%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C0%7C637196387828668048&sdata=HywDRGw9D%2BdsOp%2B5sWx63rcemyNbXKCS6rxixlXCUEM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks2.newsletter.chronicle.com%2Fu%2Fclick%3F_t%3Dd6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544%26_m%3D5addef2d81204dd9913525e61f2b58ee%26_e%3DdZMfSHHBNA3D3VNQtDpy_07AEAkSUL1xMykTZXrfrFG_JREyVupCjLvFqBZodOQUQJkd5avOsO3y1Znlo1mHOgiI9H-Zp9UwBcfoOmAutbulMzswhw-P_bSkiTzuD8OAbWNnkTjbS19pU4xzoATBT0fuKGPqr4etBSdJjTWilTz7MeS1vYcQ1VdH-2FU9JnTRII58uOJ23SWOMtENDwZgh9rmowv-TsQqiO_nDHsrzEALehedrk0UiInW1Lx-fdPgC_sfMoIXZTItoJt5TJU4yXpHkU99RLLo9ygPBX8qLZ_XH6qLQ6lbuCOf2fgq2AM01HnH5DPGii6wmZs5oODHQv9wXoIgyWp9TzmwmCJ15gH2iI9EIoGNG4uHUkWvECtWXQY_3dxzwJZ-5vHTdMAN2yu0T0NPC7rfwI08xicm3sYdGxix9lkAMFwIWBmhSvTojmkzG-6cmhLnYCum2PEvwXXSWX4e_84uY4A5DBQJL29GrmKwYo9C1R4BH8Es1qMsR0BI3ZZ-da7_zhUbygAhh2uN7tlSWgCg8tzDvBhpTytII6GW-Yhx1gnsXPGUGdAFuRYEIe1hYIrWGyhRCZPy6MujXBsvCGEeGFU34jUduGIUHbAj-zAqr-MymMcslsb8_G95-3z-Bgofm9i09uNP_suw5PLnxjaRd1iexHTc7FbQYDkV02OY-Iavys2AldsBGfNW9_lYjRvHBFCcV-TLw%253D%253D&data=02%7C01%7Caschwei%40iup.edu%7C03b75da8899441eee63d08d7c6bd1be8%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C0%7C637196387828678044&sdata=UIS1gyqNm3%2BwhH4fjZwfmN4sNNDom5vx5IZcYh%2Fk%2FE8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks2.newsletter.chronicle.com%2Fu%2Fclick%3F_t%3Dd6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544%26_m%3D5addef2d81204dd9913525e61f2b58ee%26_e%3DdZMfSHHBNA3D3VNQtDpy_7zhFGNE89nrXDVbZzcXT2CWMtXkfRnGpk6dRGzec36eHZCtVzNVswreOYCrwNdkQmhytDonuGRHEzQm0FQTVfCThgJhlX361LQFsIA8rr5P6Ni6_WZ0ePeg-FAeJ2I2bh9Omgs8qg9M6A-FSZrKDELnoyLaJOwy-LfeDDlytnnJd7qaGlDj_GuubrijhlMrYQQLT7bvSGkqBTau38t4YOGgfkzKUMbXjyhmbNm0HHYdCLgJOdUsRk1AuT5l6nN-NyBjySdGtVm_3rBW9SQYlIA0JBJJxvNtsDEbgbXrtbFW81CV-9_oU7SGYd2qUNMq1cTwnTggY-E6_t8AMKChDWQyHbII1nCCh8F4Zkg42qmBJnUePPWa4ABLB5uNeZIs9nWvFf_BZ5k4mcUy-3yDqkqGJO_8ZDqmH2nNdVBPNtGL&data=02%7C01%7Caschwei%40iup.edu%7C03b75da8899441eee63d08d7c6bd1be8%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C0%7C637196387828678044&sdata=z0qrdaiEw0Bz%2BDdDyuCvWYIkXFlDV4r5iLMPIVEugeA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks2.newsletter.chronicle.com%2Fu%2Fclick%3F_t%3Dd6b85331c7f64991b3bfd8ac52407544%26_m%3D5addef2d81204dd9913525e61f2b58ee%26_e%3DdZMfSHHBNA3D3VNQtDpy_-rGyuqYwQelwiHwxSEb-KvqA9xN2Hg6ci_UQyyObxs7vkFqtx96TsVmDnuvewJ57cYlTJ587tg2H-LL8mrkuP1SaB8tgV9xXdsMtfXy5s7WeV0uoJvHY1RBV0i83TUTRLAoG-HVXk4gMzYe3bErtGMyIqJ1M1xKcRbJrc3lqyHl44MpPswXGg6P3yUq05Vk2NfxNtJSqQMV1lHpSyh8Zpu_spBlJk6J4g1xBjFs8BtsvrqOKE4a00veFtdyYQ7V3F6oquY6ert09Tmc7vEhtm6-AFfqsASz1tjxkAZoMgwQlfgJT83ui2xOWO05SnT5iBQWiOUSuJ4MjnAlsSu79ymIZ7z4R-AFDQWqCJ-rrd3qiSjTdBtdzJGyo1IhAWbwObyhiY-SocpCHpeT5pRupBD1bUoA12hymEQLU00FPJ5m3r-SK_p-_jZ1uJtKWGE62MWYX9Ih9Txx68vGWmRMJZLRPnTrrttYBT245OPNizSsnM5sug8W-4ysAByYvPcX7A%253D%253D&data=02%7C01%7Caschwei%40iup.edu%7C03b75da8899441eee63d08d7c6bd1be8%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C0%7C637196387828658062&sdata=cRGBmuZkxodlMp%2FGjki6hhXmNbU22%2FSdldLFbUWVvNc%3D&reserved=0


Still, instructors have many specific issues to work through, Rogers notes. How do 

I talk to my students? What happens if sufficient bandwidth is an issue? How can 

students record and post presentations? How can I start a discussion online? 

Should I try to teach “live,” or is it OK to record a lecture and ask students to watch 

it when they can? 

For each question, Rogers says, an education-technology specialist can help find 

answers. For the past week or so, Rogers’s office and staff members in the Office 

of Teaching Effectiveness and Innovation have been holding drop-in hours for 

faculty members who need such guidance to transition to online teaching. 

All faculty members at Clemson have been asked to double-check their plans to 

teach online. And departments and colleges have surveyed professors with such 

questions as “Can you go online? When can you go online? What do you need?” 

The emails, drop-in visits, and phone calls from professors to the central ed-tech 

experts have ramped up significantly this week. In addition, says Rogers, 

specialists have been asked to reach out to instructors who stated in their survey 

that they needed help. 

Still, Taimi Olsen, who oversees the innovation office, says she wonders: “Have 

we reached everyone? Do a lot of the faculty feel like they’re getting the support 

they need?” 

Professors, she notes, have also been working in groups to figure out challenges 

such as how to replicate laboratory work online. And some fields have very 

specific issues. Computer science and bioengineering, for example, are data-

heavy fields. So discussion is underway within those departments on using cloud 

computing for data storage. 

A teaching and learning center can be most useful, Olsen says, by connecting two 

academic divisions working on the same problems. “We’re helping them 

brainstorm, listening, asking questions,” she says. “So when I talked to a team-



based group of civil engineers, did they know nursing is also looking at issues of 

simulation?” 

She and other specialists are tapping into campus expertise in other ways. 

They’ve asked a faculty learning community that has been working on digital tools, 

for example, to share its findings with the rest of the campus. 

How is your department or your campus preparing for the possibility of moving 

classes online? Write to me, at beth.mcmurtrie@chronicle.com, and your story 

may appear in a future newsletter. 

Resource Guides for Teaching Online 

Many colleges have produced, or are updating, emergency guidelines for teaching 

online. Here are a few that are particularly thorough. 

• Kansas State University Global Campus has created an interactive online 

community to share resources and advice for planning academic continuity.  

• The University of California at Santa Cruz has put together this guide on 

teaching during unplanned events. It offers both technical and pedagogical 

advice.  

• Indiana University has developed a “Keep Teaching” guide that walks 

instructors through different scenarios, including complex ones, such as 

how to replicate lab activities online.  

• Daniel Stanford, director of faculty development and technology innovation 

at the DePaul University Center for Teaching and Learning, created a 

handy Google document with links to remote-teaching resources at various 

colleges. Readers can add their own college’s resources to the list.  

Do you have a favorite advice guide? Or is there a particular organization that you 

think provides great support for online teaching? If so, drop me a line at 

beth.mcmurtrie@chronicle.com, and we may list it in a future newsletter. 

More Thoughts on Teaching Remotely 
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• In an essay for Educause Review and on his blog, Perry J. Sampson, an 

engineering professor at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, shares 

advice on student engagement when teaching remotely.  

• Michelle D. Miller, a psychology professor at Northern Arizona University, 

has written this advice piece for The Chronicle about how to go online in a 

hurry.  

• For readers who have a bit more time to think about developing effective 

online teaching strategies, check out three of our free advice guides: How 

to Be a Better Online Teacher, How to Give Your Students Better Feedback 

With Technology and How to Make Smart Choices About Tech for Your 

Course.  

Thanks for reading Teaching. If you have suggestions or ideas, please feel free to 

email us, at dan.berrett@chronicle.com, beckie.supiano@chronicle.com, or 

beth.mcmurtrie@chronicle.com. 

Prefer to read the article version of the newsletter? Here’s a link. 

—Beth 

Love the Teaching newsletter? Recommend it to a friend. Want to learn more 

about The Chronicle’s coverage of teaching and learning? Read this. Have 

questions about the newsletter? Read this FAQ. Past issues are available here. 

  

  

Subscribe Today 

The Chronicle’s award-winning journalism challenges conventional wisdom, holds academic 

leaders accountable, and empowers you to do your job better — and it’s your support that 

makes our work possible. 

Subscribe Today  
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