Pedagogical Scholarship:  A Primer on Previously Published Work

Maryellen Weimer, Professor of Teaching and Learning, Penn State Berks, grg@psu.edu
What is pedagogical scholarship?


--published work on teaching and learning by college faculty in fields other than education

Where has scholarly work on teaching and learning been published?

· Discipline-based pedagogical periodicals – There are about 60:  Journal of Chemical Education, Journal of Engineering Education, Teaching Psychology, Teaching Sociology, Journal of Management Education, Journal of Marketing Education
· Cross-disciplinary pedagogical periodicals – College Teaching, Journal of Excellence in College Teaching, Innovative Higher Education, Journal of College Science Teaching
· Special topic periodicals – Journal of General Education, Journal of Academic Skills Development, To Improve the Academy, The International Journal for Academic Development
· Non journal periodicals (magazines, newsletters, series) - Teaching Professor, The National Teaching and Learning Forum, New Directions for Teaching and Learning
· Broad topic post-secondary periodicals – Change Magazine, Academe, Liberal Education, Educational Record
· In books published by publishers like:  Jossey-Bass, Anker, Sage, Allyn Bacon, Lawrence Erlbaum, Greenwood Press, ACE/Oryx, D. C. Heath,  Boynton/Cook

What types of work have been done?

Wisdom of Practice Scholarship – experience-based scholarship

Personal Accounts of Change – reports on experiences associated with implementing an instructional policy, practice, technique, method or approach

Green, D. H.  “Student –Generated Exams:  Testing and Learning.”  Journal of Marketing Education, 1997, 19 (2), 45-53.

--reports on a process the incorporates student-generated questions on exams used in an undergraduate retailing course

Maharaj, S. and Banta, L.  “Using Log Assignments to Foster Learning:  Writing Across the Curriculum.”  Journal of Engineering Education, 2000, 89 (1), 73-77.

--details the design of log assignments used in a sophomore engineering statics course
Recommended Practices Reports – advice giving literature that recommends what should be done about a single, several or many aspects of instruction

Eison, J.  “Confidence in the Classroom:  Ten Maxims for New Teachers.”  College Teaching, 1990,  38 (1), 21-24.

--offer sensible, research-based advice for new college teachers

McKinney, K., Saxe, D., and Cobb, L.  “Are We Really Doing All We Can For Our Undergraduates:  Professional Socialization via Out-of-Class Experiences.”  Teaching Sociology, January 1998, 26, 1-13.

--takes the field to task for its failure to realize the learning potential of out-of-class experiences

Recommended Content Reports – advice giving literature that focus on content; what should be taught and what devices should be used to explain, illustrate, demonstrate content

Personal Narratives – work that reports individual opinions, views, ideas, concerns and positions
Husted, B. L.  “Hope, for the Dry Side.”  College English, 2001, 64 (2), 243-249.

--a poignant exploration into the role of teachers in changing attitudes about race and discrimination

Walck, C. L.  “A Teaching Life.”  Journal of Management Education, 1997, 21 (4), 473-482.

--compares the life of a writer to that of a teacher; deals with the disappointments and potential of a teaching life

Research Scholarship – research inquires of various sorts usually addressing pragmatic questions

Quantitative Investigations – uses mostly experimental designs to systematically explore the impact of treatments on specified outcomes

Bacon, D. R., Stewart, K. A., and Stewart-Belle, S.  “Exploring Predictors of Student Team Project Performance.”  Journal of Marketing Education, 1998, 20 (1), 63-71.

--major findings:  team performance is predicted by the average of individual abilities on the team, that a slight level of national diversity if helpful, that gender diversity is unrelated to team performance and that larger teams are not more productive

Mottet, T. P., Beebe, S. A., Raffeld, P.C., and Medlock, A. L.  “ The Effects of Student Verbal and Nonverbal Responsiveness of Teacher Self-Efficacy and Job Satisfaction.”  Communication Education, 2004, 53 (2), 150-163.

--major findings:  26 percent of the variance in teacher self-efficacy (perception of ability of affect student performance) and 53 percent of the variance in job satisfaction were attributable to student verbal and nonverbal responsiveness
Qualitative Studies – uses multiple methods to study phenomena in naturalistic settings and to analyze results interpretively

Stenberg, S. and Lee, A.  “Developing Pedagogies:  Learning the Teaching of English.”  College English, 2002, 64 (3), 326-347.

--challenges traditional modes of college teacher preparation and uses author interactions to demonstrate a pedagogical inquiry alternative

Young, P., and Diekelmann, N.  “Learning to Lecture:  Exploring the Skills, Strategies and Practices of  New Teachers in Nursing Education.”  Journal of Nursing Education, 2002, 41 (9), 205-212.

--uses audio tape recordings of an early teaching experience of 17 teachers to identify relational themes and patterns
Descriptive Research –uses survey or interview data to describe quantitatively or qualitatively what is
Miller, B., and Gentile, B. F.  “ Introductory Course Content and Goals.”  Teaching Psychology, 1998, 25 (2), 89-96.

--surveyed faculty to establish content and goals for the introductory course and then surveyed students finding significant differences between faculty goals and student experiences

Wagenaar, T. C.  “Outcomes Assessment in Sociology:  Prevalence and Impact.”  Teaching of Sociology, October 2002, 30, 403-413.

--surveyed several hundred faculty sociologists regarding the use and impact of different assessment strategies finding that only one-fifth of those responding reported a substantial impact on the curriculum and teaching

Characteristics of Previously Published Work on Teaching and Learning
· Previously published pedagogical literature is applied

· Experience- and research-based literature co-habitate in the same literature

· Previously published pedagogical literature is diverse

· Previously published pedagogical literature treats teaching holistically

· Previously published pedagogical literature is not significantly differentiated by discipline
Content excerpted from Scholarly Work on Teaching and Learning by Maryellen Weimer, published in February, 2006 and available online from Jossey Bass (josseybass.com).
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