Getting Started
Scholarly Work on Teaching and Learning

Why should you consider doing it?

--you may get tenure and promoted (no guarantees, though)


--it will make you a better teacher


--it allows you to explore the questions that interest you


--it develops instructional awareness


--it fosters deep thinking about teaching and learning


--it encourages improvement for the right reasons


--it helps to keep teaching fresh and invigorated over the long haul


--it improves conversation with colleagues


--it teaches students important lesson about learning
Fears to move past


--finding something that hasn’t already been done


--finding all the relevant research


--not knowing how to do educational research


--not having anything creative or innovative to report


--not having any time


--not being able to get it published

First steps

1. Find a topic

Areas that interest you--five questions about your teaching or students’ learning that you’d really like to know the answer to



Search current practice for promising possibilities

2. Read, think, keep notes

3. Talk with a colleague and talk with students
Second steps

1. Develop a game plan
2. Do it in stages:  email to interest colleagues; short description/position paper; newsletter article; conference presentation; article
3. Keep track of related ideas

Dealing constructively with rejection
1. Develop a list of possible publication outlets and identify three for each piece of scholarship

2. Mope briefly and then resubmit

3. Consider revise and resubmit options with a colleague
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