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Part Il.

Description of the Curriculum Change

1.

A complete catalog description including the course name, class and
lab hour designation*, number of credits, the prerequisites, and the new

course description.
New Catalog Description

THTR 347 Playwriting 3c-01-3?r
Prerequisites: . THTR 110 or ‘Msfmc"er@.er‘m&‘uo n

A practical exploration of the craft a\rgd process of playwriting. Focuses
primarily on the practical*hands-on experiences approximating the

* developmental process'currently in use in the American theater. The

student 19 guided from the initial concept through synopsis,
okltlines, working drafts, and completion of an original one-act play and
a'staged reading"of this project. Note: Cross-listed as ENGL 347. Any
of these courses may be substituted for each other and may be used
interchangeably for D or F repeats, but may not be counted for duplicate
credit.

ENGL 347 Playwriting 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisites: ~ "THTR 110 & '.“s;(-pmv(?wﬁs‘on

A practical exploration of the craft and process of playwriting. Focuses
primarily on the practicalf hands-on‘experiences approximating the

“\developmental process’currently in use in the American theater. The
student' s . guided from the initial concept through synopsis,
outlines, working drafts, and completion of an original one-act play and
a‘staged readingof this project. Note: Cross-listed as THTR 347. Any
of these courses may be substituted for each other and may be used
interchangeably for D or F repeats, but may not be counted for duplicate
credit.

Current Catalog Description:

THTR 347 Playwriting ) 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisites: THTR 111 or tns\-fucfor (?Qrm‘s.s".og\

A practical exploration of }he craft and process of playwriting. Focuses
primarily on the practical, hands-on"experiences approximating the

\ developmental processéurrently in use in the American theater. The

student 15 . guided from the initial concept through synopsis,
outlines, working drafts, and completion of an original one-act play and
a“staged readingof this project. Note: Cross-listed as ENGL 347. Any
of these courses may be substituted for each other and may be used
interchangeably for D or F repeats, but may not be counted for duplicate
credit.



2. Justification/rationale for the revision.
Many English majors and minors express an interest in playwriting—
indeed, quite a few of our majors choose to double major in English
and Theatre specifically so they can learn the craft. However, this is
not an option that is viable for all. Additionally, the new English BA
major allows for English majors to declare a "track" in Writing, including
creative writing. For those emphasizing creative writing, there is no
course available to them in English that would allow them to learn the
craft of writing plays while forwarding their studies in the English major,
despite the fact that dramatic literature is one of the major genres of
English literature (and is thus featured in general education, major
survey, and genre courses in English).

However, despite these significant links to English, writing
plays is a craft with a specific history in and a deep relationship to the
craft of theatre more generally. Thus, the course will continue to be
taught only by Theatre faculty and will retain the existing course
prerequisites.

Part 111 Letters of Support or Acknowledgement
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Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Department of Theater and Dance 724-357-2965
Waller Hall, Room 104 Fax: 724-357-7899 )
401 South Eleventh Street Internet: hitp:/fwww.inp.edu

Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705-1065

7—-—;'5 2 2Zoio

Dear University Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee,

The Department of Theater and Dance welcomes the opportunity to bridge disciplinary
boundaries of the institution by cross-listing THTR 347, Playwriting with ENGL 347.
This course is taught in such a way that its focus is on the creative construction of play
scripts, and as such will bring any student into a practical understanding of dramatic
literature through creative practice. The prerequisite of THTR 111 is Foundations of
Theater, which focuses on topics of script analysis, dramatic literature, and a fundamental
practices of theater with which a successful playwriting student needs to be familiar.

Brian Jones
Taitperson, Department of Theater and Dance



Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Department of Theater and Dance 7.24-.‘3;-'37-‘_’.9_(5;’) )
Waller Hall. Room 104 Fax: 724-357-7899
401 South Eleventh Street Internet: http:/fwww.inp.edu

Indiana. Pennsylvania 15705-1065
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Dear University Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee,

The Department of Theater and Dance welcomes the opportunity to bridge disciplinary
boundaries of the institution by cross-listing THTR 347, Playwriting with ENGL 347.
This course is taught in such a way that its focus is on the creative construction of play
scripts, and as such will bring any student into a practical understanding of dramatic
literature through creative practice. The prerequisite of THTR 111 is Foundations of
Theater, which focuses on topics of script analysis, dramatic literature, and a fundamental
practices of theater with which a successful playwriting student needs to be familiar.

rperson, Department of Theater and Dance



February 18,2010

MEMO

TO: University Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

FROM: Brian Jones, Chair, Department of Theater and Dance

SUBJ: Crosslisting of THTR 347, Playwriting with English

The Department of Theater and Dance supports the request by the Department of English

for crosslisting THTR 347, Playwriting as ENGL 347 as well. We believe this will
benefit both programs, and contribute to interdisciplinarity on campus.



