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PROPOSED PROGRAM REVISION
Sociology Honors Program

The honors program is open by departmental permission to declared sociology majors
with a minimum of 3.25 cumulative GPA and a 3.5 declared GPA in sociology courses.
Students who are considering attending graduate school are encouraged to apply to the
honors program.

Students complete two 500, 600 or 700 Sociology (SOC) Masters-level courses and six
credits of SOC 483 (Sociology Honors Thesis). Students may not repeat 500 dual-level
courses if the student has already taken the course at the 400-level. Students must meet
Graduate School requirements before enrolling in graduate-level courses. Students should
be aware that, in accordance with University policy, graduate level courses taken for the
Honors track cannot be later applied towards an IUP graduate program. SOC 320
(Sociological Theory) is a prerequisite for enrollment in graduate classes and thesis
credits. Pending approval, a student may substitute up to two Honors courses for one or
two of the graduate-level courses. Students must earn at least a grade of B in each course
completed for the track and must maintain a 3.25 cumulative GPA. To determine how
Honors track courses will be integrated into existing requirements for the sociology
major, students should consult their advisors.

Students may be invited to apply or may nominate themselves. In either case, to be
considered for the Sociology Honors track, students must have earned 15 credit hours in
sociology. Sociology majors who have met the eligibility requirements must submit an
application to the chairperson of the Department of Sociology after they have earned at
least 60 hours, but prior to their senior year. Students are encouraged to apply for the
honors program in the last semester of their sophomore or first semester of their junior
year.



Current Catalog Description

Sociology Honors Program

The honors program is open by
departmental permission to declared
sociology majors with a minimum 3.25
GPA and a 3.5 GPA in sociology courses.
Students complete CHSS 489 (a
multidisciplinary colloquium emphasizing
problem solving, discussion, reading, and
writing on a topic or theme); SOC 483;
and HNRC 499, which fulfills the Liberal
Studies synthesis requirement. Students
must earn at least a grade of C in each
course completed for the track. To
determine how honors track courses will
be integrated into existing requirements
for the sociology major, students should
consult with their advisors. Students may
be invited to apply or may nominate
themselves. In either case, to be
considered for the sociology honors track,
students must have earned 15 credits in
sociology, including SOC 320. Sociology
majors who have met the eligibility
criteria must submit an application to the
chairperson of the Department of
Sociology after they have earned at least
60 credits.

Proposed Revisions

Sociology Honors Program

The honors program is open by departmental
permission to declared sociology majors
with a minimum of 3.25 cumulative GPA
and a 3.5 declared GPA in sociology
courses. Students who are considering
attending graduate school are encouraged to
apply to the honors program.

Students complete two 500, 600 or 700
Sociology (SOC) Masters-level courses and
six credits of SOC 483 (Sociology Honors
Thesis). Students may not repeat 500 dual-
level courses if the student has already taken
the course at the 400-level. Students must
meet Graduate School requirements before
enrolling in graduate-level courses. Students
should be aware that, in accordance with
University policy, graduate level courses
taken for the Honors track cannot be later
applied towards an IUP graduate program.
SOC 320 (Sociological Theory) is a
prerequisite for enrollment in graduate
classes and thesis credits. Pending approval,
a student may substitute up to two Honors
courses for one or two of the graduate-level
courses. Students must earn at least a grade
of B in each course completed for the track
and must maintain a 3.25 cumulative GPA.
To determine how Honors track courses will
be integrated into existing requirements for
the sociology major, students should consult
their advisors.

Students may be invited to apply or may
nominate themselves. In either case, to be
considered for the Sociology Honors track,
students must have earned 15 credit hours in
sociology. Sociology majors who have met
the eligibility requirements must submit an
application to the chairperson of the
Department of Sociology after they have
earned at least 60 hours, but prior to their
senior year. Students are encouraged to
apply for the honors program in the last
semester of their sophomore or first
semester of their junior year.



Rationale For Change

These changes are being made due to the elimination of HNRC 499 and CHSS 489 as a
result of the Liberal Studies revision process. Additionally, the Sociology Department is
able to offer MA level courses in a variety of areas, including theory and methods, all of
which will serve Honors track students well as they conduct independent research for
their Honors thesis.

Letters of Support or Acknowledgement

See attached.
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