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I. New Catalog Description

SOC 336 — Sociology of the Family 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisite: SOC 151

A study of family dynamics and patterns using sociological research methods and theories.
Examines social, cultural, and historical changes which have altered the nature of family life and
created challenges for public policy. Addresses contemporary problems and issues encountered
by families and approaches to dealing with these problems.

II. Comparison of Old and New

Current Course Description Proposed New Course Description

A sociological study of the family from various | A study of family dynamics and patterns using
theoretical viewpoints. Special emphasis is on | sociological research methods and theories.
the contemporary American family. A variety | Examines social, cultural, and historical

of topics are covered, such as mate selection, changes that have altered the nature of family
power relationships and roles in the family, life and created challenges for public policy.
parent-child interaction, marital satisfaction, Addresses contemporary problems and issues
divorce, and others. encountered by families and approaches to

dealing with these problems.

II1. Rationale

This course description more accurately reflects current course content (as depicted in the
syllabus of record) and is more consistent with contemporary language within the subfield of
family sociology.




