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COURSE SYLLABUS

I CATALOG DESCRIPTION ,
RS 380 Islam : 3 credits

A study of the beliefs, practices and institutions of Islam and the
role of these dimensions in developing, maintaining and interacting with
cultural phenomena, issues and values in contemporary societies of the Middle
East, Africa and Asia.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
In compieting the course the student will be expected to:

1) to be familiar with the broad geographic and cultural diversity of
modern Islam.

2) to understand the basic beliefs, practices and institutions of
IsTam

3) to appreciate the historical circumstances in which Islam emerged
‘and spread and its perceived relationship to Christianity and Judaism

4) to understand the various interpretations of the role of religious
law in the Islamic state :

5) to recognize the major responses of Islam to contemporary cultural
challenges.

III. Course Qutiine

A. The World of Islam- Geographic and Cultural Diversity (3 lectures)
- 1. Islam in the Middle East ;
2. Islam in Africa
3. Istam in Asia

B. The Unity of Islam - No god but Allah and Muhammad is his Prophet
(7 lectures)

Muhammad

The Word of allah- The Qur'an

Basic Beliefs and Practices

The Community

The Shari'a or Law of the Community

e e

C. Islam in relation to Christianity and Judaism (1 lecture)
1. Areas of agreement
2. Areas of disagreement

D. The Islamic Conquests (6 lectures)
1. Islam and the Byzantine Empire
2. Early Dynasties
3. Islam Divisions -Shi'a and Sunnis



4. The Spread of Islam through trade and missionaries
E. The Ottoman Empire and European colonization (2 lectures)

F. Ma]or Modern Movements and Trends (18 lectures)

. The Wahhabis and Islam in Saudia Arabia

Turkey - A Secularized State

Pan Arabism in the Middle East

The Rise of Fundamentalism and the Iranian revolution -
India and Mulsim Minority Politics

Indonesia: Islam and Cultural Pluralism

Nigeria: Competition of Islam with Christianity

The Black Muslim movement in America

Women and minorities under Isiam

© O NG U B W

G. Patterns of Islamic Personal and Communal Life (5 lectures)
1. The Islamic Life Cycle and the Family
2. Ideals and Realities of Islamic community Life

IV. EVALUATION METHODS

The final will be determined as follows

" 70% Tests. Three tests consisting of multiple choice,
completion, true-false and short essay. N

10% Class participation and occassional quizzes. There will
be scme short unannounced occassional quizzes at the beginning
of class. Quizzes and active participation in class in
discussions will count for 10% of final grade

20% Essay: A 5- 10 page essay on an assigned topic of some
aspect of Islam is required.

VI. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

The Koran
F. M. Denny, An Introduction to Islam
J. L. Esposito, Islam In Asia: Religion, Politics and Society




LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APFROVAL FORM

AbBout this fora:  Use this form oaly if you wish ta have 2 course inciuded for Liberal Studies
cregit. The form is intended W0 assist you ia developing your course to meet the vaiversity's
_ Ceiteria [or Liberal Studies. aod (g arr3age your progosal in 2 standard order {or coasideration dY
the LSC and the UWUCS If you have questions, csatact the Liberal Studies Office. 353 Suttoa Hall:

teleanoae, 357-5715. . . . . . '

LY

Da aac use this form for tecagical. professional. or pre-professional courses or for remedial
courses. acee of 7oich is aligible {or Liderat Studies. Da net use this farz for seciicus of the
synthesis cousse or {or wciting-inteasive sections: differsat forms will Be availasle {or those.

 PART I BASIC INFORMATION

A. For whica catagory(ies) ars you proposing the course? Check all
teat apoiy.

LEARNING SKILLS.

< FirztEaglish Camposition Course
— Secand Ezglish Comgasition Course
——— Mathezmatics

EMOWLESGE AREAS

L]

Eumanities: History

____ Bumanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
— Buzanities: Literaturs

— Fine Arts

— Natural Scisacss: Laboratory Course
— Namral Scieaces: Non-ladboratory Course
. SociaiScisaces -

. Health and Weliness

_64 Noa-Festaca Cuiturss

-V LiberalStudies Elecive.

B. Are you r=questing re3uiaror pﬁvbionﬂ agaroval for this cagr=a?

._é Raguiar

Provisional (limitaticas spply, s2e inszm::ims)

C. Duﬁn; t9s trans=ition from General Education to 1iberal Studies, __

should this courss be listed 3s an spproved substituts for a_carrsat

Generzl Educztion needs? Yes
1f so0. which Geaerzl Edncation caurse(s)?

no : Rl
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‘Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART II, WHICT LISERAL STUDIES GOA.LS WILL YCUR COURSE
MEET? Cleck all that apply aad attach sa explanation.

All Liberzl Studies courses must contcibute o at least one of these goais: most will
meet more thaa one. As you check them off, please indicate wvhether you consider
them to be primary or secandacy goals of the course. {For e==mple, a history course
might assume "historical consciousness” and “acquiring 3 bedy of knowiedge® as its
primary goals. but it might also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Eesp in mind that no single course is ezpected to shouider all by itseif the
responsibilicy for meeting these goals: our work is supported and eaRanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primzcy  Secsadacy
A, Inteilectzal Sxills and Wodes of Thinking:

1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical - ‘/
analysis, syathesis, decision making, aad other
aspec:s of the critical process. - /

2. Litecacy—writing, reading, spe=king, listeaing

3. Understanding aumecical data

4. Bisworical cansciousness ' . /

S. Scieatific inquiry

6. Values (etaical moda of thinking ora.pﬁﬁcnﬁon R
of ethical perception) :

2 Aesthetic mode of thinking

B. Acguiring 2 Bady of Yaowiedzs or Under-
stzading I=seatial to aa Educatsd Person

C. Tadsr=taading the Paysiczi Natars of
Ho=z2a Beings

D. Carizin Caollatsral Skiils: . o _/

1. Uss of the libracy

2. Tse of computing techaclogy




Libera! Studies Form — 3

PAYT (11, _DC COURSE MEST = GENEIAL CRITE

LIBERAL STULIES? Please attach answers to Laese questions.

N A TTACNEY AN S ERS

A, Ifthisisa nultigle-seé.‘.on. mulitipie-instrycar course, there shouild be 3 basic

equivaleacy (tacugh act aecessarily uaiforzity) among the sections in such
thiags as objectives, conteat, assignmeats, 2ad evaluation. Nae: this should aat
be intecaretad o me=a What all professors must mage the same 3ssigaments ar
teaca the same vay: deparieats ars encouraged to develop their cgurses o
allow the flegibiiity whicd cantcibutes o imaginative, committed teaching aad

_capitalizeson the stesaa guas of individual faculty.

W¥yat ars the stratagies that your degariaent vill sse ts assure that
pasic equivalency exists? Ezampies might be e establisnmeat of
degarimental -guidelizes, assignmeat of repsonsipility” 0 3 coordinating
commitree, ezciange aad discussion of individual imstrucior syllabi, peciodic
meetings amon g inSTUCIrS, oLk

Periodic meetings at least once a semester amoung instructors to

discuss individual syllabi in the context of a "generic" syllabus (attached).

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the peapec’.ivé aad contributions of ethaic

and macial misgrities and of Womea vhersver appropriate 10 Whe subject matler.
1f your aitacled sylabus does not mazs e=zplicit thai the caurse
meats this critarion, pleass appead 2a expianatien of 2aw it will.

o

Libesal Studies courses must requirs the reading and use by studeats of at least
one, but praferadly mers, substaatial worzs of fictiom or goanfiction (as
distinguisged from tex:sooks, aatbologies, vorkzbooks, ar maguais). Yeur
attached syllsbus agst =3xs ezplicii that 3e¢ c3urss mects this

esitsrisn. kclRay Y LEGUIRED Exi

[The cnly excsstica is {or csurses TR grimary surpcse is tbe develcpment of higher level
quaatitazive 3kills: sucl courses a3 eacauraged 10 incinds soca remdics, dut are oot
exoecisd mdcmnmemwedmmmwim If yeou xx8 axereising this
e=cagtisa, yleaze justily Sera.!

If this is an introducary courss intsaded for 2 general student audiance, it
should be desigzed to reflect the realicy that it may weil be the ogly formal
college insteuciion thess spudegts will have in that discisline, instead of being

igmed a3 the [iret courss in 3 n3jor sequencs. That is. it should intreduce the
disciziine tg stedeats raer than inrroducs studescs into the disciglins. 1f this
j= s3ca a3 imired3siary €30I, N3y is it dilfaraat Ima waat i3
pravidad Jor jezin=iag m=jors?
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Liberal Studies Form — 4

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which all courses M
contcibute o studeats’ abilities. To which of the six wiil yoar course
contributa? Cieck all that apply and attach aa explanation.

—2— 1. Confront!he major ethical issues which pertin to the subject matter;
realize that aithough “suspended judgment® is-a necessity of
intellecmal inguiry, one czazot live for=ver in suspeasion: and make

/ etical choices and tage respoasibility for them.

=i 2. Define and analyze problems, {rame questinps evaluate availsble
/  solutions, and make choices

—t_ 3. Communicate f=owledge and eschangs ideas by various forms of
/ expression, in most cases writing and speaking.

. 4. Recognize creativity and engage in creacrive thinking.

/

e 3. Continue learaing evea after the compietion of their formal
’ educatiog. ' -7

- -

;_/. 6. Recagaize relationships becween what is being studied and current

- issues, thoughts, institutiops, and/or sveats.

PART IV, DOES YOUR COURSE MEST THE CRITERIA FOR THE
ED?7

Each curriculum category has its owa set of specific criteria in addition to those
generally agplicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria arranged in 3

conveaisat, check-list format which you can marX off appropriately and include ~

with your proposal. Tae at2zched syilabus shouid indicats hew your caurss

mests each critsrion you check. If it does aet ds se explicitly, plesse -

at.:.;_.:h an expianation.

f e mem e we a® oo

woor

e
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Eaowledge Area Criteria vhich the cour=e must meeci: ,
Treat concapts, t.he:nes aad evezts in sufficient de;)th o enable studeats o

appreciate the complexicy, history, 2ad curreat u:xphauons of what is being
/swdxea aad not Se merely cursary coverages of hsw of mpxcs

Suggest the major intailectual quesuons/pmble:ns wvhich interest practi-
tioners of a discipline and esgloce cnumuy u:e mpom.nt. theor'ss aad
principies presen:edbyt.he dxsc.ph.ne R R T -
-t Allov smde-ts m undervm.nd and aooly the netho& of inquiry md
voc:.buh.rf con.-....on.y used in the d.:.s:.-h.ae

— E..caum.ge smden:.s t0 use aad eahance, vherever possble. the composition
aad mathematics skills built in Lhe Skill -&rm of Lideral Swdies.

Hon-?e::zrn Calturs Criteria whica the caurse must meet:

/ Develog aa uaderstaadiag of canr.emponry cultur=s that differ substantially

. from the prevailing cultures of the Umwd States, Canada, Westarn Europe,
/Nev Zealaed, acd Auswralia, ,

-t Preseatculiureson thsir owa terms with aa appreciatinn of their dimeasions,
going Seyond mes= description of 2 culture. Those dimensions may inciude -« ~
religion, economics, politics, are, language, litecaturs, et.b.ia. as weil as other
d.i.m.ezsinns af the cultural milfey, ’ '

/

— Addrsss whers appropeiate, the experiencs of Tomea aad!or the roles of mea
and womea.

Additional Hon-?pstat: Caitnre Criteriz which tae aur:i should meet:

——— Eacourage the use of indigenous material whenever possible rather thaa reiy
on secondacry iastructisaal mr:zl. revxevs of Ir.n memmx-. oc texthooks

/ exciusively.

Encourz.ge r.he‘mde:';t o acguire cultural appreciation and ﬁnders:andzﬁg.

aad provide studeats with aa oppormunity to demons<trate the ability o 2aalyze
a.nd synthesize.information about the culture.

(o)

1S-2 Yo7 — 5/33
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" “Thess 2dditional Nog-Festsra Cultnres guidelines indicats the various
forms which appropriats coursos may taks: check all that apply.

— Although a course 2ay deal with a single culture. ...
_._/.. . . . comparative courses addressing relationships among cultures ars
/ eacouraged. :

—Z_ A course may preseat oge or more culturss by emphasizing 3 single

dimession. e.g. arw music, daace, politics, religion. Such 3 course is
appropriate if the dimeasion is represeated in- its cuitural context,
emphasizing cultural ideals, nor=s. aad issues. :

/

_ 7 A wariery of pecspeciives of methodologies—anthmlngical. geograohical,
histraical, sociological, 2and so forth—may be employed. so long as the course
exphasizes the cultursl phesomend. issues. and valuss in comtemporely
sociecy.

___ Litesamurs courses, etiher in transiation or in the laoguage of the culturs(s).
can be appropriate if the dimeasion is represeated in ifs cultural context,
emphasizing cultural ideals, nor=s. and issues.

— An approved exchange/study abroad prograd. wvhich meets the geaeral

critecia of the non-Fester requiremeats, may me=t the requirsmeats of the
Libesal Studies progsa=.

____ Aqg igtecaship czo mest e requirements for 2 gon-Testsin tourse. A
. reseacch pager or 2 report should be required that demonstrates learaing
appropriate to the Jog-Hestera Culture critecia. . )

___ laterdisciplinary courses that treat cultural issues apart from the domigant

TUaited States, Canada, Westara Europe. New Zealand, 2ad Australizn culturss '

are eacouraged.




EXPLANATIONS FOR LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL
RS 380-ISLAM

PART TWO - LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

PRIMARY

Ad. Although the course will focus on Islam in the modern world a
primary goal will be to relate the present to the past historical
circumstances in which Islam emerged and spread. The force and power of Islam
for its adherents can not be understood apart from its history.

A6. The basic ethical perceptions of Islam found in the Koran will be
examined as well as the various practical interpretations institutionalized in
the law codes or Shari'a. Many of the medern states of Islam differ radically
in their practical adaptations of the traditional Shari'a.

B. Islam is one of the world's largest religions, approaching one
billion adherents. Its roots are in the middle eastern Arabic culture but its
influence has spread throughout Africa, and in substantial areas in India,
China, Russia and in the far east where Indonesia is the largest Islamic
country in the world with over 100 million Muslims. The fastest growing
religious group in the United States is the black Muslim movement. In the
shrinking global village of today I think it is safe to say that a thorough
understanding of the religion of Islam is essential to an Educated Person.
SECONDARY

~ Al. Methods of critical amalysis such as literary criticism applied to
the Koran, historical criticism investigating the 1ife of Muhammad and the

factors involved in the initial spread of Islam, and sociological analysis in

examining the modern culturail conflicts in Islam, particularly the problem of
secularization, will be used throughout the course.

A2. Literacy will be encouraged by assigned readings, class
discussions and assigned paper.

A3. The assigned essay will require research in the library.

PART III - GENERAL.CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES
A. Instructoers teaching this course will review this document and
exchange individual syilabi and then will discuss whether they are meeting the

specific goals and criteria. Any conflicts will be brought before the
department for resolution.

B. In addition to the specific lecture addressing the topic of women

and minorities in Islam in the modern world the status of women and minorities ..‘

in Islam during various historical periods will be discussed in appropriate
contexts including comparing the rights of women before and after the
emergence of Islam, the questions of Jewish and Christian minorities in the
spread of Islam and the adaptations of Islam in different cultural and ethnic
contexts.

C. One of the required texts for this course is the Koran.

. . \..... ce e
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D. This is not an introductory course to the discipline. In the past
the majority of students taking the course have been non-majors. It is
designed for a general student audience.

El. The mjor ethical issue facing modern Muslims is the question of
how to maintain one's religious values in the face of the growing pressure to
modernize in an increasingly secuiar world. This is not a question peculiar to
Islam since it confronts many religions in the modern worid. Yet the contrast
of the past traditions and present secular attractions is often much more
immediate and intense in Islamic societies and should help to focus the
attention of the students on the ethical choices involved.

E2. The critical approaches described above (Al) will define and
analyze problems, frame questions and evaluate available solutions, including
faith interpretations, to enable students to become familiar with the
implications of various methodologies in intepreting Islam.

E3. Class discussions and essay assignments will be used to encourage
the communication and exchange of ideas.

E4. The focus of the course on modern Islam will recognize some of the
creative solutions offered in different nations by modern thinkers as well as
the strong traditions which resist innovations.

E5. It seems likely that students will continue to encounter Isiam in
current and future events. Through this course they will be familiar with its
traditions, history and contemporary problems which should encourage them to
deepen their knowiedge.

E6. The mjor focus of the course is on the questions facing Islam in
the modern world.



y CHECK LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

Kaowiedge hes Criteria which the course must meet:

._"/_ Treat concepts, themes, and events in sufficient depth to enabie studeats to
appreciate the complexity, history, and current implications of what is being
studied; and not be merely cursory coverages of lists of topics.

v Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore critically the important theories and

principles presented by the discipline.

__‘./_ Allow studeats to understand and apply the methads of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.

_:Z Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever possibie, the composition
and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies. -

ey
[ 44

Liberal Studies Elective Criteria which the course must meet:
_IZ Meet the “General Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”
_Ié Not be a technical, professional, or pre-professional course.

Explanatien: Appropriate courses are to be characterized by
learning in its broad, liberal sense rather than in the sense of
technique or professional proficiency. For instance, assuming it met
all the other criteria for Liberal Studies, a course in “Theater History"
might be appropriate, while one in “The Craft of Set Construction”
probabiy would not; or, a course in "Modern American Poetry" might
be appropriate, while one in "New Techniques for Teaching Writing in
the Secondary Schools® probably would not; or, a course on “Mass
Media and American Society" might be appropriate, while one in
“Television Productien Skills® probably would not: orf, a course in
"Human Anatomy" might be appropriate, while cne in “Strategies lor
Biological Field Work" probably would not; or, 2 course in “Beginning
Freach® might be appropriate, while cne in “Practical Methods for
Professional Translators® probably would not.

LS-2 EL--3/38



