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CCURSE SYLLABUS

BS 370 Reliyions of China and Japan 3 crédits

no prerequisjites

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
A study of Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism, Shinto and popular religion

in China and Japan, including historical and theological foundations,

development of thought; contemporary expressions, and encounters with
the modern world.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. The students will be introduced to the major religious tradition of
China and Japan.

2. Will examine many of the traditional values in China and Japan
and see how these values are being preserved and transformed as
these two countries become industrialized and urbanized.

3. How religions had shaped the culture and influenced the way the
Crinese and Japanese people live. Also what impact do religions have
or. the Chinese and Japanese Americans as minority in this cpountry.

4. Chinese and Japanese religions emphasize f£3nily relationships.

Women played a significant role in all levels in the society.
This course will point out the women's place in Chinsse amd
Japanese Society.

IITI. COURSE OUTLINE

What is religionsg?
®ross-Cultural definition
Religion in China
Perspectives on Chinese religion
The historical context of Chinese religio n
The Chinese Classics
The religion of the Shang and Chow

Confucianism
The life of Confucius and the development of hés cult
Ccnfucius' philosophy of human relations
Interpreters of Confucius: Mencius and Hsun-tzu
Later developments in Confucian tradition
Neo-Confucianism

Taoism
The teachghg of Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu
Neo-Taoism ‘m%
Religious Taocism ’



Buddhism
Foundations of Buddhism
The assimilation of a foreign tradition
The schools of Chinese Buddhism
Buddhism in Chinese scciety

Religion in Japan
The Japanese perspective on religion
Religion in Japanese history
Shinto
Kami: myth and ritual in traditional Shinto
Buddhist and Confucian accommodations
Shinto- patriotism or religion?
Buddhism in Japan

:t

Iv. EVALUATION METHODS

There will be three examinations which will cover materials assigned
from the text books as well as class lectures.. Each exam. will be
ccunted equally.

Type of exam: objective, essay, explanation of terms, concepts, school
of thought, etc.

-

V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS

Chinese Religion: An Introduction, 3rd. ed. by Laurence G. Thompson
Japanese Religion: ACultural Perspective, by Robert Ellwcod and
Richard Pilgrin

Supplemental readings

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle maintenance, by Robert Pirsig
The Dancing of Wu Li Masters, by Gary Zukov

In addition to the textbooks, students will read at least one primary
source book from the supplemental list.

R - e B I R R I B



LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM

Aboot this form: Use this form oaly il you wish te have a course inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your cousrse to meet the yniversity's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. aad to arrange your proposal in a standard order {or consideration by
the LSC and the UWUCC. If you have questions, contact the Liberat Studies Office, 353 Sutton Hall;
telephone, 357-5715.

Do et use this {orm for techaical. professional. or pre-professicnal courses of for remedial
courses. none of which is etigible for Liberal Studies. Do aot use this {orm for sectioas of the
synthesis course or for Writing-intensive secticas; differeat forms vill be available for those.

-
-

'."‘W.'

PART I, BASIC INFORMATION

A. For which category(ies) are you progosing the course? Check all
that apply.

LEARNING SKILLS

— First English Composition Course
Secand Eaglish Composition Course
—— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Humaaities: History

Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Bumanities: Literaturs

—0u Fine Arts

— Naturai Sciences: Laboratory Course
— Natwral Scieaces: Non-laboratory Course
- Social Sciences

—— Health and Wellness

—Y_ Non-Western Cultures

Y Liberal Studies Elective .

2
B. Ars you rsquesting regular or provisional approval for this course?

_‘_/_ Regular ___ Provisional (limitaticas mlv see insteucticas)

€. During the transition from General Education to Liberal Studies,
should this course be listed as an spproved substitute for a curreat
General Education course, thus allowing it to mcet 2ay remaining
General Education needs? __'Z_ yes no

. ; ‘L . :
If so. which Geaeral Education course(s)? Wil £L/ . nBae T ﬁ’/(

LS-1 —5/33
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART 11 WHICT LIBERAL STUDISS GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEZT? Check all that apply aad attach aa explanation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute to at least oge of these goals; most will
meet more than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider
them to be primary or secondary goals of the course. [For ezample, a history course
might assume “historical consciousness” and “acquiring a bedy of knowledge® as its
primary goals, but it might also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that no single course is expected to shoulder all by itseif the
respoasibility for meeting these goals; our work is supported and enhanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses. A 3

",

A. Intellectual Skills 2nd Modes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical \/
analysis, synthesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process. -

. Literacy—writing, reading, speaking, listening ' \/

2

3. Understanding aumerical data )

4. Historical consciousness v
3

6

. Scientific inquiry

. Values (ethical mode of thinking or application \,/
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking

B. Acquiring s Body of Inovledg§ or Under- \/ .
standing Essential to an Educated Persoa ‘

C. Understanding the Physical Nature of
Homan Beings

D. Certain Collateral Skills:
1. Use of the library

2. Uss of computing technolngjr




Liberal Studies Form — 3

RT I11. DOES YOUR COURSE ! % GENERAL ¥
LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-section, multiple-instructor course, there shouild be a3 basic
equivalency (though not necessarily uaiformity) among the sections in such .
things as objectives, content, assignments, aad evalvation. Note: this should not
be interpreted to mean that all professors must make the same assigaments or
teach the same way; departments are eaccuraged to develop their courses to
allow the flexibility which contributes to imaginative, committed teaching 2ad
capitalizes on the streaagths of individual facuity. - -

1 8
s
Yhat ara the strategies that your depariment will use to assure that’
basic equivalency exists? Examples might be the establishmeat of

depactmental guidelines, assignment of repsonsibility to a coordinating

committee, exchange and discussion of individual instructor syllabi, periodic

meetings among instructors, etc.

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributions of ethaic
and racial minorities and of women wherever appropriate to the subject matter.
If your attsched syllabus does not make exalicit that the courss
mests this criterion, please append an expianation of haw it will.

C. Liberal Studies courses must require the reading and use by students of at least
ope, but preferably mors, substantial vorks of fiction or nonfiction (as
distinguished from textbeoks, aathologies, workbooks, or maauais). Your

attached syllabus must make explicit that the ceurse meets this
critarion. #

{The only exception is for courses whose primary purpose is the develcpment of higher levet
quantitative skills; such courses ars encouraged to inciude such resding, but ars sot
expected 0 do S0 at the expense of other course objectives. If yom are oxercising this
excoptiea, picase justify here.]

D. If this is an introductory course intended for a general studeat sudience, it
should be designed to reflect the reality that it may weil be the only formal
college instruction thess students will have in that discipline, instead of being
designed as the first course in 3 major sequence. That is, it should introduce the
disciplins to students rather thaa introducs students into the discipline. If this
is such aa introductory course, hew is it differsat frem what is
pravided for beginning majors? '



Liberal Studies Form — 4

~,

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which all courses should
contribute to students’ abilities. To which of the six will your course
coatribute? Check all that apply and attach aa expianation.

.._‘/. 1. Confroat the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject matter
realize that aithough “suspended judgment™ is a necessity of
intellectual inquiry, one cannot live forever in suspension; and make

\/ ethical choices and take responsibility for them.

—— 2. Define and analyze problems, frame questions, evaluate available

v soiutions, and make choices : 7 .

—— 3. Communicate knowledge aad exchange ideas by various forms of

\/ expression, in most cases writing and speaking. - .-

— 4. Recognize creativity and engage in creative thinking.
v

5. Continue learning even after the completion of their formal
\/ education.

—— 6. Recogaize relationships between what is being studied and current
' - issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats.

Each curriculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to thoss
generally applicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria arraaged in 2
coaveanieat, check-list format which you can mark off appropriately and inciuds
with your proposal. The attached syllsbus should indicate hew your course
meets cach criterion you check. If it does net do se explicitly, please
attach an explanstion.



CHECX LIST -- NON-WESTERN CULTURES

Kaowiedge Area Criteria which the course must meet:

~—— Treat concepts, themes. and events in sufficient depth to enable students t
appreciate the complexity, history, and current implimops of what is being
/ studied; and not be merely cursory caverages of lisis of tapics.

Suggest the major intellectyal questions/problems vhich interest _practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore critically the important theories and
/ principles presented by the discipline. : .

—— Allow studeats to uaderstand and apply the methods of inquiry aad
/ vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.

—— Eacourage students to use and enhaace, wherever possible, the compositida
and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies. -

Non-Vestera Culture Criteria which the course Rmust meet:

Develop aa understanding of contemporary cultures that differ substantially
from the prevailing cultures of the United States, Canada, Western Eurage,
l/ New Zealand, and Australia.

—— Present cultures on their own t2rms with an appreciation of their dimensions,
goiwng beyond mere description of a culturs. Those dimensions may include

. religion, economics, politics, art, language, literature, ethics, as well as other
‘/ dimensioas of the cuitural miliey, '

—— Address, where appropriate, the experieace of wvomen aad/or the roles 6!' men
aad women.

Addifional Non-Vestarn Calturs Criteria vhich the course shogid moet:

v Eacourage the use of indigenous material whenever possible rather than rely

on secondary instructionaf material, reviews of the ltiecature, or texthooks
- exclusively,

(0VER)

LS-2 NonY -- 5/33



* . These additional Non-V¥estern Cultures guidelines indicate the various
forms which appropriaste courses may take; check all that apply.

_gAlthough a course may deal with a single culture, ...

._1/. . . comparative courses addressing relannnshxps among cultures are
encouraged.

-'_/ A course may present one or more cultures by emphasizing a single
dimension, e.g. art, music, dance. politics, rehgmn Such a course is

appropriate if the dimession is represented in its cultural cont.en.
emphasizing cultural ideals, norms, and issues.

_lé A variety of perspectives or methodologies—anthroingical, geographical,
histroical, sociological. and so forth-my be employed, so long as the course

emphasizes the cultural phenomena, issues, and values in concempomry
society.

—— Literature courses, etiher in traasiation or in the lznguagé of the culhure(s
can be appropriate if the dimension is represented in its cultural con’te
emphasizing cultural ideals, norms, and issues.

—— Aa approved exchange/study abroad program, which meets the general
criteria of the non-Western requirements, may meet the requiremeants of the
Liberal Studies program.

An internship can meet the requiremeats for 2 non-Western course. A
research paper or a report should be required that demnnstrm learning
appropriate to the Non-Westera Culture criteria.

Iél

Interdisciplinary courses that treat cultural issues apart from the dominant
Uaited States, Canada, Western Europe, New Zealaad, and Australiaa cultures
are encouraged.



RS 370 RELIGIONS OF CHINA AND JAPAN

PART ONE: BASIC INFORMATION

Please refer to items checked.

PART TWO: LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

A 1. The students are introduced to various systems of religio-philosophic
thought in China and Japan. They are encouraged to critically
evaluate these systems and make comparison with their own
tradition where appropriate. s

(1]
L

A 2. Literacy is enhanced through lecture, presentation, discussion,
reading.

A 4. A great part of the history of China and Japan was shaped by
their religions. The understanding of their religious tradition
would greatly enhance the historical consciousness of the students.

A 6. Ethics and religion are inseparable in the Chinese and Japanese
mode of thinking. To study their religions would help to understand
thg value system of these countries.

B. It is essential for an educated person to be familiar with non-
Western cultures. Whatever his/her career goal might be, the
student will encounter people around the world. This course
would help them to achieve ‘a better understanding of China and
Japan.

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERA.FOR LIBERAL STUDIES

A. This is not a multiple-section course. Periodic meetings at least once a

semester will occur among instructors to assume commonality, in the context
of a generic syllabus. d

B. Please see the syllabus. T T T s
C. Please see the syllabus.

D. This course is not designed as the first course in a major sequence.
we do not offer any higher level course in the area of China and
Japan. It is designed to meet the need of gemeeral students.



~

E 1.

E 2.

E 3.

E 4.

E S.

E 6.

Many ethical issues will be discussed in this course. The students
will see how these issues are dealt with in the Chinese and Japanese
society and their rational basis for making ethical choices.

Please see A 1.
Please see A 2.

Students are introduced to the teaching of the great thinkers in
China and Japan. They are encouraged to critically evaluate these
teachings and see in what way these teachings are relevant to them
in the twentieth century America.

To be sure the Chinese and Japanese culture will continue’ td,make
impact on America. The students will meet the challenge of “the East
throughout their lives.

The students will see how the traditional religions-Confucianism,
Taoism, Buddhism and Shinto- had shaped the Chinese and Japanese
culture and these systems of thought continue to impact their
current events, institutions and thought.

-

PART FOUR: MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY

The attached syllabus doces indicate how this course meets each
criterion checked.
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CHECK LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

Knowiedge Ares Criteria which the course must meet:

<

e

e

Treat concepts, themes, and events in sufficient depth to epabie students to
appreciate the complexity, history, and current implications of what is being
studied; and not be merely cursory coverages of lists of topics. ‘

Suggest the maioh intellectual questions/problems which interest practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore critically the important theories and
principles presented by the discipline.

Allow students to understand and apply the metheds of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used ia the discipline.

_\4 Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever possible, the composition

and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Libesral Stndi@. .
4

L} I

Liberal Studies Elective Criteria which the course must meet:
_Z Meet the “General Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”

L

Not be a technical, professional, or pre-professional course.

Explaaatien: Appropriate courses are to be characterized by
learning in its broad, liberal sense rather than in the sense of
technique or professional proficiency. For instance, assuming it met
all the other criteria for Liberal Studies, a course in “Theater History"
might be appropriate, while one in “The Craft of Set Construction®
probably would not; or, 2 course in “Modern American Poetry" might
be appropriate, while one in “New Techniques for Teaching Writing in
the Secondary Schools™ probably would not; or, a course on “Mass
Media and American Society” might be appropriate, while one in
“Television Production Skills" probably would not; or, a course in
“Human Anatomy" might be appropriate, while cne in ~Strategies for
Biolegical Field Work™ probably would not; or, a course in “Beginning
Freach® might be appropriate, while one in “Practical Methods for
Professional Transfators” probably would not.

LS-2 EL--3/38



