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COURSE SYLLABUS
I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

RS 312 Archaeology and the Bible 3 credits

An investigation of religio-historical traditions of the Bible in
lignt of archaeological research. Will include study of archaeological method
and interpretation, and discoveries in Egypt, Mesopotamia and Syro-Palestine
as background for understanding the traditions and religious practices and
beliefs of Israel. Special topics include the Patriarchal narratives, the
Exodus and Conquest, Israel under David and Solomon, the Dead Sea Scrolls and
the Spread of Christianity in the Roman world.

~1I. COURSE OBJECTIVES . ' a e

On completion of the course the student should:

1. Be familiar with the broad historical and cultural setting of the Ancient
Near east as background for understanding the biblical traditions.

2. Recognize the importance of the major discoveries of ancient written texts
and the impact of these texts on the interpetation of the Bible.

3. Understand the basic methods and interdisciplinary role of archaeology as

well as its limitations in solving questions of historical and religious
traditions.

4. Be able to critically evaluate accounts of archaeological discoveries
and distinguish approaches which attempt to use archaeology to prove the Bible
from those which are intended to illustrate or contribute to an understanding
of the biblical traditions.
III. COURSE OUTLINE "
A. The Ancient Near East (3 lectures)
1. Egypt
2. Mesopotamia _
3. Syro-Palestine
B. Writing and Language Systems (3 lectures)

1..The Biblical Documents
2. Major discoveries and their interpretations

C. History of Palestinian Archaeology (2 lectures)
D. Methodology (2 Tectures) i

1. Development of archaeological methods ity

2. Interdisciplinary approaches Lo ATUEMIIZIULL e

E. Archaeology and the Hebrew Scriptures (22 lectures)*“fﬁéeﬁﬁ““f FiT Tre mETe
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Early Settlement in Palestine
The Patriarchal Traditions
The Amarna Period
Exodus
Conquest/Settlement
Religious conflict under the Judges
David and Solomon - The Early Monarchy
The Israelite City
Daily Life in Ancient Israel
10 Destruction of Samaria
11. Destruction of Juda
12. The Persian Empire and its impact on the Bible
13. The Hellenistic World and its impact on the Bible
..14. The Roman East _ )

BEENONS LN

F. Archaeology and the New Testament (9 Lectures)
1. Dead Sea Scrolls

2. Building Programs of Herod the Great
3. New Testament Jerusalem

4. The Fail of Masada

5. Christianity in Cyprus and Asia Minor

G. Summary - -
IV. EVALUATION METHODS

70% Tests. Three tests consisting of muitiple choice, true and false
and short essay.
2032 8-10 page research paper on selected topics
10% Class participation and quizzes
V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
The Bible (any edition)

H.T. Frank, Discoverina the 8iblical World [975

K. Kenyon, The Bible and Recent Archaeoloay [97&
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LISEXAL STUDIES COURSE APFROVAL FORM

Aboat tais fora: Use this form caly if you wish to have 3 course inctuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended (o assist you in developing your course to meet the university's
Criteria [or Liberal Studies. aad to arrange your greposal in a standard order for coasideration by
the LSC and the UWUCC. If you have questioas. coatac? the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Sutton Hall:

tetephone, 357-3713.

LY

Da ao¢ use this form for tecipical. proiessicnal, or pre-orofessional courses ot for remedial -
courses. none of Inich is eligible f(or Liberat Studies. Da aet use this form {or sections of the
syatzesis course or for 9riting-intensive secticas: dil{erzat {orms will be available {or those.

PART T, BASIC INFORMATION

A. For yhich catzgorylies) ars you progosing the courze? Cleck all

that a33iy.
LEARMING SKILLS

__ FiretT=glisn Composition Courze
—_ Secznd Ezgiish Comgesition Course

— Marhemarics
TIOWLI=GE AREAS

Humanities: History

Bumanities: Literaturs
— Fine Arts

Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies

__ Nawrai Scieaces: Laboratory Course
— Nawral Sciences: Noa-laboratory Course

——— Sociai Scizncss

—— Heaith and Yellness

_74 Non-Western Culturss
Liseral Studies Elective .

B. Ars you rsquesting reguiar or provisional ipgmv:l for this cour=e?

C. Dirin; t%e trans=ition from

shoulid t:u: cour=s be listed as an aporoved substituts for 3 current
Gener=i. Edncation courss, taps ailoving it to mest any remzining

Gener=i Ziuc=tion needs?

If so. whick Geaeral Education courze(s)?. Rs /o?_ “—L'}Sﬂ'bﬁ

Ls-1—-5/33

Raguviar Provisional (limitaticas apply, see instructions)

Goenerzi Fducation to I.ibét:l Studies. -

yes 4 no
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART 1L WIICT LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YCUR COURSE
MEET? Cleck all that apply aad attach az expiaaation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute tg at lezst oge of Lhese goals: mest will
meet more thaa one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider
them to he primary or seccadary goals of the course. {Faor ezzmple, a history course
might assume “historical consciousness” aad “acquiring a body of knawiedge” as its
primacy goals, but it might also enhance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that po single courte is expected (o shoulder all by itseif the

- responsibility for meeting these goals: our worg is supporied and ennanced by that

of our colleagues teaching other courses.
Primary  Seceadary
A. Inteilectsal Sxills and Yodes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstrzce logical thinking, critical \/

acalysis, synthesis, decision making, and other
aspec:s of the criticad process.

2. Literacy—writing, reeding, speakiag, listeaing i ‘/

3. Understanding aumericai data

4. Historical consciousness ' h l/
5. Scieatific inquiry VAR i

6. Vaiues (ethical mode of thinking or application
of ethical perception)

7. Aesttetic mode of thinking ' -

B. Acguiring 3 3ady of Xaowiedgs ar Under- ‘/
stzading S==sntizi o an Educztad P2rson

C. Uadsr=taading t8e Pay=iczl Jatars of
Huoaaa Beings

D. Cortzin Callatsrai Skiils: . ' .-
1. Use of the libracy - \/

2. Use of computing tecknology

W),



Liberal Studies Form — 3

PA2T TIT. PCES YOUR COURSE MEET THAZ GZ“"”“ CIITEIIA FOR

A Sty g b

IBERAL §° UDIES? Plexse attach answers to thesz questions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-ceczion, muitipie-instructor course, there shouild be 2 basic
equivaleacy (thougk aot necsssarily uniformity) among the sections in such
mmgs as ob;ec:'.ves sonteat, asxgmnenm and evalvation. Nate: this should not
be interareted o meaa that all professors must make the same assignments or
teack the same vay; deparizmects are encoumged to develop their courses ta

allow the flexibility whica coatributes to imaginative, committed teaching and
capitalizes on the streasgths of mmvmua.l facuity.

¥2at ars the stratagies that your departaent viil use to assure that
basic cauxv:uenc'; c.zst...? Exampies might be the eswablishmeat of
degarimental guideiizes, assignment of ressonsibiiivy to a2 coordinating

committee, exciange and discussion of individual instructar syilabi. periodic
B meetings Amon g iAsSLICiars, 2tc.

OMLY OKE (NSTRUCTSR. Wit FACH WIS CCURSE

-

- " B. LiberaiStudies caurses must include the perspeciives and contributions of ethnic

T and raciai minorities and of women wheresver appropriate to the subject matter, -
If your attzcled syilabus does snot maks expiicit that the course
mests this critsrion, plea=s 3gpend an expianation of hew it wiil.

SEE ATIACHED

C. Liberai Studies courses must require the reading and use by students of at lesst
one, but preferzbiy more, subsiantial works of fiction or nonfiction (as
distinguished from texitooks, anthologies, worzbooks. or manuais). Your
attached syiladbus aaust mazs expiicit tSai tSe caurse meeis this

=3ts .
citarion. 9{6(.5 is R%%fkek »MTATE{MMMML

[The caly excsoticn is for coursss nose ;m...zry purpese is the dmlm of higher levet
quantitative sxiils; suca courses ars encourzged 10 inciSde suea rewding, bux are aot
exgecied 10 da sg at the sxsense of other course objectives. lf yem are exercisziag this
excaptisa, jieazs justify Sera.]

-

. : D. If this is an inu'oduc.nn courss intended for 2 generzl student audience, @& - T i ¢ . -
: should be desigzed o reflect the reality that ii may weil be the-only formal - iz :i.zrmm
college instruczion these students will have in thae discisiine:-instead of being -~ *r-smsn. ziL 2o
de=igned as ths firs: courss in 2 najor sequencs. That is, it should introducs the °-- B e

dxsc.nhne to studenss racher than introducs smdan.. into the dicciniine: 1€ TRAT T T

is sach aa iatrsduciary course, Asw is it iumnat. trsn vhzr. 1: T e
proTidad for Jeginaiasg ::.ior:?
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'Liberal Qudies Form — 4

E. Thae Literal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in whicl all courses should
contribute to studeats’ abilities. To whichk of the six will your course
contribute? Cieck all that apply aad attach an explaaation.

— 1. Confrontthe major ethical issyes which permin to the subject matter;

realire that aithough “suspended iudg:ncnx.‘ is *a pecessity of

intellecoual .nuuu-y one canaot liv? forever in suspension: aad make
euuc..l c..oxc.... a.r.a L:x... Pspousxbxm:y for tb.e:n.

2. Define and analyzs pmhlems frame que<tinns, eva.lua.ta ava.dzb!s
solutions, and make choices

Cammumc::.:.. kzowledge and exchangs ideas by various forms of
expression, in most cases writing and speaking.

|\'§

v

|\

¢, Recognize creativity acd engage in creative thinking,

<

5. Continue learzing even aftar the ccmpletion of their formal
education. s

-~

\

- issues, thoughts, insuitutions, and/or eveats.

ART 1Y 0 QUR_COURSE MEET THE ( OR
RRI! CATEGORY IN g LISTED?

]

Each cursiculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to thase
.geaerally applicable. Tae LSC provides copies of these criteria arranged in a

coavexzieat, ckeck-list format whici you can mark off appropriately and inciude -

with 7our proposal. TAe attacied syilabus shouid iadicziz Sovw Yyour caurse

mests saclk critsrion you check. If it does aet de se expliciily, pleass
attacli aa axpiaaation.

8. Recag ire reiationshizs becween what is being studied and current




’. oo X LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES ./ '

Kaowiledge Arsa Critsria which the course must acel: R R e - :
/ Treat concagts, themes, aad eveats in sufficient depth to enable students to e
appreciate the complexity, history, and current :.mnhmuons of what is being i
/swmed acd aot be mereiy cursory coveragesaf lists of topics. Lot

Suggest. the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practi- .. o
tioners of a dxsczplme and explors critically the mpor!:mz theories and ~ -~ -~ -
principles preseated by the discipline.

—V_  Allow studeats to understand and appiy the methods of inquiry and
/voca.bula.ry commonly used in the discipline. .

— _ Eczcourzge studezts to use and eahance, wherever pessible, the composmon
and marthematics sxills built in the Snll Arens of Liberai Swudies.

Lihe;zl Studies Elsctive Criteria which the course must maeel:

v

Meet the “Geaeral Criteria Thick Apply to All Liberai Studies Courses.”

Not be 2 tecanical, professional, or pre-grofessional course.

Exgianatisa: Appropriate courses are (8 be characterized Dby
lesrnicg in its Broag, liberal semse rather thaa in the senmse of
technique or professional proficieacy. For instance, assuming it met
al{ the other coiteria for Liberai Studies, 2 course in “Theater History”
miznt de apprepriate, vhile cne in “The Craft of Set Construction”
prosacly would got: or, 2 course in “Modern American Poetry” might
be 2pprepriaze, vnile one in “New Teconiques [or Tesching Writing in
the Seccndary Schoois® probadly would nots. o, 2 course oo “Mass
Media and American Society™ might be appropriate, while one in
"Television Production Skills® propably wouid sor or, 2 course in
“Human Anatomy" might be appropriate, while one in “Strategies for T
Biological Field Work" probably would not; or, 2 courss in “Beginning . -
French® might be appropriate, while one in “Practical Methods for : . C
Professional Transiators® probably would sot. , et e

Ls-2 E2—-3/33 | eisoeme L
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Explanations for Liberal Studies Course Aporovai
II. Liberal Studies Goals

PRIMARY
A. Intellectual Skills and Modes of Thinking::

1. Inquiry , critical analysis etc. - In addition to using methods of
historical criticism to assess the various types of 'historical' writing in
the pible, the various methods of retrieving and collecting data in
archaeology will be scrutinized and evaluated to enable the students to begin
to develop a critical sense in assessing the interpretative theories and
syntheses built on this data.

4. Historical consciousness - As "sacred history® the bible
frequently describes and professes, througn the eyes of faith, the action of
God in the stories and traditions of individuais, institutions, tribes,
nations, and communities. Historians and archaeologists, particularly aided
since 1800 by a series of discoveries of primary axtra-oidbiical historicai
sources, including libraries, and extensive cuitural remains, some much older,
some contemporary with the biblical traditions have been able to re-create the
cultural and secular history of the Ancient Near East and to situate the
events described in the 3ible within a broader context. 'Historical
consciousness’ is now indispensable in any atiempt to understand or interpret

. the events and institutions descrited in the bibiical literature.

S. Archaeology is a scientific discipiine. Hypotheses are formulated
and tested through the careful collection and analysis of data. Archaeology
today is primarily an interdisciplinary endeavour which relies heavily on
scientific advances in materials analysis and on the cooperation of such
disciplines as paleobotany, palynology, physical anthropology, geology, and
geography to reconstruct ancient cultural and settlement patterns.

B. Acauiring a Body of Knowiedae or Understandina Essential to an Educated
Person.

The Bible is the primary source book for the Jewish and Christian
beiier that God acts in nistory or that the historical development of these
religions is a sacred history in which the providenca of God is manifest. Key
events in the bible such as the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, the
conquest of Palestine, the growth and decline of the Israelite monarchy, the
development of the community of Judaism and the emergence of the Christian
community are consistently related by the bidblical documents to the context of
the broader historical scane in which they take piace. While God's action in
these events is a matter of faith, the events themselves can be studied by
history and the discipiine of archaeology. An educated person today should be
familiar with the major discoveries of archaeology and the interpretations of
historians drawn from thece discoveries that offer a much more detailed and
complex reconstruction of the historical events and at times challenge the
'historical' sense of the bibiical documents.

SECCNDARY
A.2 Literacy - Writing. A research paper focused on the relation of



archaeological evidence to a particular biblical historical tradition usin :
primgrydsources of the biblical text and archaeological site reports will ge
required. . , .

III. General Criteria
A. This course will normally be taught by one instructor. If others

" should begin to teach it all instructors who have previously taught the course i

and all who intend to teach it in the following academic year will meet at the
conclusion of the spring semester. They will review this document, including
the generic syllabus. They will exchange individual syllabi and then will R
discuss whether they are meeting the specific goals and criteria outlined in - o
this document. Any problems or conflicts will be brought before the entire
department for resoiution. a ‘
- B. Some of the attitudes and perspectives in the biblical documents
towards women reflect patriarchal and social attitudes current during the
historical periods in which the Bible was written. The historical conditioning
of these attitudes and perspectives will be treated as background to
discussions on the appropriateness of using them as absolute norms for
determining contemporary roles of women-in religious institutions. Major
contributions to the study of arcnaeology and the bible have been made by
women. Their role will be higniignted. One of the required texts for the
course is also authored by a woman. Nonsexist and nonracist language will be
used thoughout the course. =
C. The primary text for this course is the Bible. The two remaining
required texts are both full length studies, not text books, which offer
disvincsive interpretations of tne reiationship of the bible to archaeology.
D. There is no special course designed to introduce our majors into
the discipline of biblical studies.
E. Contributing to students' abilities: .
1. The major ethical issue which pertains to the subject
matter is the marketing of antiquities. The economic gains
involved often encourage treasure hunters to plunder ancient
sites destroying the evidence for the historical context and
its true scientific value. Many countries today prohibit the
purchase of antiquties. Others allow it. the pros and cons of )
this moral issue will be raised in class discussions.

2. The archaeological and historical methodologies described
above will define and analyze problems, frame questions, and
evaluate proposed solutions, including faith interpretations,
to enable students to become familiar with the implications of
these methodologies in interpreting the Bibie.

'3.Depending on class size, discussions will be used to

encourage the communication and exchange of ideas. The

students will also present a brief report of their research

paper in class and be asked to repsond to questiomSon their S )(
- topic. T TR

4. One of the more attractive aspects of archaeoiogy is that . B
it stimulates the imagination and lends itself to creative .- - oo
reconstructions and fresh approaches to old problems.- by - -wine i oo
novices and amateurs. : Cmgvess 3o
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5. Major archaeological discoveries will continue to make news
in the future, many in biblical lands considering the amount
of archaeological activity that grows year by year in the
Middle East. The perspectives communicated in this course
should have a lasting impact on the way students react to and
evaluate the importance of these discoveries. An extensive
bibliography will highlight major commentaries and aids such
as biblical atlases and dictionaries for their future use.

Knowledge Area Criteria
Please review the course objectives in the syllabus. The first ten
lectures emphasize the importance of the geographical setting, describe the
major discoveries of written historical documents and the importance of these
sources for understanding the biblical narrative and introduce the
_archaeological methods of survey and excavation that have been utilized in
recovering and recording the material remains of the cultures of the ancient
near east. The remaining lectures focus on the major historical problems that
have been posed to the historicity of the biblical narrative, the various
solutions to these problems and aiso explore the contributions which
archaeology has made to a more complete understanding of the biblical cultural
setting and traditions.

i Liberal Studies Elective Criteria
The course and objectives described above meet the general critera
which apply to all liberal studies courses. It is not designed to train
biblical historians nor professional archaeologists but rather to introduce
- the student to the methodologies and the major problems and solutions that
have resulted from the interplay of these two disciplines.
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