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COURSE SYLLABUS

RS 311 Eastern Philosophy 3 credits

no prerequisites

i. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

An examination and critique of the phllOSOphleS which have shaped
Eastern world views and ways of life as found in a representative
sampling of Chinese, Japanese, and Indian thought.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the major philosophical traditions of India, China
and Japan.

2, To see how these systems of thought have impacted millions of lives in
Asia thoughout the past two and one half millenniums, and influenced
the ways of life of the Indian, Chinese and Japanese Americans as
minority in this country.

3. In striking ccntrast to Western thought where male concept is predominant,
i.e. God as father and scn, the Eastern phllosophy empha51zes the polarity
between males and females. This attitude is reflected in the rellglous
symbolism: i.e. Shiva and Kali in Hlndulsm, Izanagi and Izanami in Shinto; ‘@ﬁ
Y Yin and Yang in Taoism.
This course will discuss the gender balance issue in Eastern philosophic
reflection.

4. To compare and contrast the similarities and differences between Eastern

and Western thought.
III. COURSE OUTLINE

The Hindu Philosophies

Dominant Features of Indian Philosophy
The Vedas

The Upanishads

The Bhagavad Gita
The Laws of Manu
Nyaya

Vaisheshika

Samkhya

Vedanta

Theistic Development
Contemporay thought

The Buddhist Philosophies

Buddhism as a philosophy
The Documents ‘aﬁ
The Buddha :




The Four Noble Truths

Nature of Reality and Self
Zan-Buddkism

Is Buddhism Pessimistic?

Is Buddhism Atheistic?
Buddhism and the Modern World

The Chinese Philosophies

The basic characteristics of Chinese philosophy
Confucianism
Mo Tzu
Mencius
Ramosm
Hsun Tzu

8ism

Ilegalists

Buddhism and Neo-Confucianism
Recent Chinese thought

The Japanese Philosophies

Shinto
Zen

IV. EVALUATION METHODS
>
There will be three examinations which will covermaterials assigned
from the text books, supplemental readings as well as class lectures.
Each exam will be counted equally.

Type of exam: objective, essays, explanation of terms, concepts, school
of thought, etc.

V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS

Textbook: .
John M. Koller, Oriental Philosophies, 2nd. edition,Charles Scrikner's
Son, New York, 198>

.Supplemental reading:

Fritjof Capra, Tao of Physics, 2nd. ed., Bantam Books
Eugel Herrigel, Zen in the Art of Archery, Vintage
Ram Dass, The Only Dance There Is, Dcubie Day.

Alan Watts, The Book: On the Taboo Adainst knowing who you are , Vlntage
Joseph Campbell, Myths to live by, Bantam Book N

In addition to the textbook, students will read at least one primary source
book from the supplemental reading list.



LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APFROVAL FORM

ABaat this form: Use tis fora only il you wish ta have 3 caurse inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your course (o meet the university's
Criteria [or Liberal Studies, 2ad (g arrange your proposai in a standard order for consideration bY
the LSC 2nd the U'WUCS. If you have questions, coatact the Liberat Studies Office, 353 Sutzon Hall:
teleghone, 357-5713. .
De zu¢ use this form for technical. orofessional. or pre-grofessional courses or {or remedial
courses. gone of Jhica is etigible for Liberal Studies. Do ot use this form for sections of the
syathesis course or {or vriting-intensive sections; dilfersat forms will de gvailable [or those.

PAXT 1. BASIC INFORMATION

A. For which catagory(ies) are you proposing the course? Check all
that apoiy.

LEARNTNG SEILLS a -

!

— FiretSaglish Composition Course
—_ Second Ezglish Comgosition Course
—— Matheaatics

EMNOWLEEGE AREAS

Eumaaities: History

Bumanities: Philosopay/Religious Studies
Bumanities: Literamure

—— Fine Acts

— Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course
—_ Narursi Scieaces: Noa-!sboratory Course
—— Social Scizaces

Eealth and Vellness

Non-Westera Cultures

Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars youo.regues=ting r33siar or pravizional 3pproval for this cogr=a?

—/ Raguiar

Provisional (limitaticns appiy, 522 igfxmim)

€. During the transition from Geaeral Education to Liberal Stadies,
should t9is cour=s be listsd as aa spproved subsiiiuts for & curreat
Geacsr=! Edncation courss, thups-ailowing ii to msst aay remaining T
Geaeral Zducstion aseds? 1L yes no

1f so. Yaica Geaeral Education course{s)? [‘/{”‘-Z/ /‘Z’: /’j/f'ﬂ' , g’\f‘;" ﬁ M --"

Ls-1-5/33



Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART L. WHICI LIBERAL STUDIES GOA.LS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEZET? Caeck all that apply and attach aa expianation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute o at least oge of these goals; most will
. meet more than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider

thex to be primary or secondary goals of the course. [For ezampie, a history course
might assume “historical consciousness™ and "acquiring a bady of kngwiedge® 2s its
primary goals, but it mizht also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or Library skills.]
Keep ia mind that o single course is expected to shoulder ail by itself the

responsibility for meeting these goals; our worx is supported and eahanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primary  Secsadary
A. Inteilectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:
1. lnquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical L/

analysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process.

2. Literacy—writing, reading, spesking, listeging

3. Understanding aumerical data

ST
4. Historical consciousness '/ |
v

S. Scieatific inquiry

6. Values (ethical mode of thinking ar application
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking |

B. Ac3uiring 3 Bady of Xaowiedzs or Under- [/
staading Es=eatizi to an Educstad Per=oa

C. Uader=izading the Pays=ical Naizrs of
Huo=aa Zeings

D. Carizin Callatseal Skills:
1. Use of the libracy

2. Use of computing tecanology




Liberal Studies Form — 3

PADXT TT1. DCES YOUR COURS= METT TRE g"ngat"gxwgva FOR
LIBERAL STULIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-secion, multiple-instructor course, there shouild be a basic.
equivaleacy (though nat necessarily uniformity) among the sections in such
things as objectives, conteat, assigaments, aad evaluation. Nate: this should aat
be interpreted to mean that all professors must make the same assignmeants or
teach the saqe way: degarimesnts are encouraged ta develop their courses to
allow the flexinility which contributes to imaginative, committed teaching and
capitalizes on the streaagths of individual facuity.

T2at ars the stratagies that your depariment will 3=e to assaure that
basic equivaiency exists? Ezamples might be the esiablishmeat of
deparimental guideiines, assignment of repsonsipility to a coordinating
committee, exchange and discussion of individuai instrucior syllabi, periodic
Mmeetin gs among instsucars, ete. ‘

B. Liberai Studies courses must include the perspectives aad contributions of ethaic
acd racial minorities and of vomea wherever agpropriate o the subjec: matter,
If your attached syilahus does anat ma*e explicii that the courss
meets this criterion, pieass append 2a expianation of Jav it will.

€. Liberai Swdie:_ courses must requirs the reading and use by studeats of at lesst
one, but _preferadly more, substaatial works of fiction or nonfiction (as
distinguished from textSooks, aathologies, workSooks, or manuals), Your

attacled syllabus must maks explicit that tSe csur=e meets this
eTitsrion.

[The only sxesntien is for courses yhicse grimary purpese is the develcpment of higher level
quantitazive sgiils: such coursss ars eacourzged (0 inciods soch rexding, but ace got
expeciad (8 d3 SO it the sxpease of other course objectives. If yom zr= sxerriziag tais
exc3ptisa; 3ieass ju3tily Sers.]

D. If this is an introduciory courss intsnded for 2 g=aerzl studeat audisncs, it
should be designed to reflecs the reality that it may weil be the oaly formal
coilege instruction thess students will have in thae discipline, {n<tead of being
‘designed as the first course in 2 major saquence. That is. it should introducs the
disciziine to studants rather than introducs studesss intm the discipline If this
is =3¢l 23 iatraduciory csuzse, Aew is it diilereat from whaat is
$r37idad for deginaing =:ajors?
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Liberal Studies Form — 4

E. The Liberal Studies Critecia indicate six ways in which all courses should
contribute o students’ abilities. To which of the six will yoar course
caatribute? Caeck zil that 2pply and attach aa explanation.

—— 1. Confrontthe major ethical issues which pertain o the subject matter
realize that although “suspended judgment” is‘a pecessity of
inteilecual inquiry, one canaot live forsver in suspeasion: and make

Y ethical choices acd take respoasibility for them

—— 2. Define aad analyze problems, frame qunainés. evaluate available
i/ solutions, and make chpices
s e 3. Communicate kaowiedge aad exchange ideas by various forms of
' / expression. in most cases writing aad speaking.
_/ 4. Recognize creativity agd engage in creative thinking,
. Continue learzing even after the completion of thefr formal
education. "

#. §. Recogaire relationships berwesn what is being studied and curreat
issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats.

! v 0 QUR COURSE = UTE OR
CIRRICTLTM CATEGORY IN WHICT IT IS TO BE LISTED? .

Each curriculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to those
genecally applicable. The ISC provides copies of these critecia arraaged in a
coaveaieatl, check-list format which you caa mact off appropriately and include
With your proposal. The attached syilabus shouid indicate haw your caurse

meets each critarion you check. If it does aet de se explicitly, pleass
attach an expiaaation.

,.
.
[
:

s
!
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CIECX LIST -- NON-WESTERN CULTURSS

Enowiedge Area Criteriz which the course mast neet:

4

Treat concapts, themes, aad eveats in sufficieat depth o enable studeats to
agpreciate the complexity, histary, and current x’mpﬁc:m'ops of what is being
studied; and not be mersly cursary coverages of lists of togpics.

Suggest the major intellectual questions/proble:ﬁs vhich interest practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore critically the important theories aad
principles presentad by the discipline. )

Allow swdeats to uaderstand aad apply the methods of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline. -

| J< |<

Eacourzge stdeats to use and eghaace, vherever pessible, the composition
and mathematics skills built in the Szill Areas of Liberai Studies.

Non‘-7estetn Culture Criteria which the conree Aaust meet:

Develop an uncerstacding of contemporary cultures that difTer substantially

from the prevailing cultures of the United States, Canada, Western Eurape,
/ New Zealand, and Australia .

Y Presezt cultureson their own terms with 20 aporeciation of their dimeasions,

going beyond mecge description of a culture. Those dimeansions may inciude

religion, economics, politics, are, language, literature, ethics, as well as other

[/ dimeasioas of the cultural miliey. '

Address, vhere agpropriate, the experieacs of vomen and/or the roles of mea
and womez. )

Additional Jon-Yestera Caiturs C:jtariz Thich tas cour=e shouid meet:

—it. Excourage the yse of indigenous material whegever possible rather than rely

\/' on secondary instructional marecial, peviews of the ltiecature, or texthooks
zclusively. :

— E::.cuurage the studeat to acquire cultural appreciation and understanding,
aad provide studeats with aa opportunity to demonstrate the ability to analyze
aad synthesize information about the cuiture.

{or=)

LS-2 Yoo ¥ — /33



These zdditional Non-Vestera Cuitures guidelines indicates the various

" . forms which 1ppropriais courses may taks: check ail that apeiy.

Although 2 course may deal with a single culture, ...

_‘{ - . . comparative courses addressing relationships among cultures are
eacouraged. .

.

A course may preseat ope or more cultures by emphasizing a singzle
dimeasion, e.3. art, music, danc2, politics, religion. Such a2 course is
appropriate if the dimession is represeatsd in its cultural cogptext,

-emphasizing cultural ideals, norms, and issues. -
_\./ A variety of perspectives or methodologies—anthrningical, geograshical,
histroical, sociological, and so forta—may be employed, so loag as the course
empiasizes the cultural phecomena, issues, and values in cofteporary
sociery.

—— Literature courses, etiher in transiation or in the language of the culture(s),
can be appropriate if the dimeasion is represented in its cultural context,
emphasizing cultural ideais, norms, and issues.

«~——— A8 approved éxch:mgefswdy abroad program. which meets the geaeral
criteria of the non-Westera requiremeats, may meet the requirements of the
Liberal Studies progranm.

—— An interaship can meet the requirements for 2 non-Festecn course. A
research pager or a report should be required that demonstrates learning
appropriate to the Non-Westera Culture criteria :

_" Intesdisciplinary courses that treat cultural issues apars from the dominant
United States, Canada, Westera Europe, New Zealand, and Australizn culturss
are eacouraged.



RS 311 EASTERN PHILOSOPHY

PART ONE:

BASIC INFORMATION:

Please refer to items checked.

PART TWO:

LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

A l.

B 2.

& 4.

A 6.

B.

Students are introduced to the variety of philosophical systems of
the Orient. They are encouraged to compare and evaluate the Eastern
mcde of thought which is radically different from that of the West.

Literacy is enhanced through lecture, discussion, reading,
presentation.

Eastern phiosophy had shaped the lives of millions of people in Asia
throughout the past two and one half millennia. The 'student's
historical consciousness will be greatly increased by understanding
of these perennial teachings.

All Eastern philosophies have a practical concerﬁ; Value
judgement is the primary emphasis in Eastern thoughts. This
course would help the students understand the ethical systems of Asia.

It is important for an educated person to have some knowledge of
non-Western culture. This course would help to provide a glokal
dimension in liberal education.

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES

A.

B.
C,

D.

This is not a multiple-section course. Periodic meetings at least once
a semester will occur among instructors to assume commonality in the:
context of a generic syllabus.

Please see the syllabus.

Please see the syllabus.

This course is not designed as the first course in a major seguence.
The department does not offer any higher level ccurses in the area
of Eastern philosophy. It is designed to meet the need of general
students.



E 1.

E 2.

E 3.

E 4.

E 5’

E 6.

PART FOUR:

Since ethics is the primary concern of Eastern philosophies,
many moral issues will be explored. This will give the students a
rational basis for making choices.

Please see A 1.

Please see A 2.

Students will learn the great philosophical systems of the East, i.e.,
Buddhism, Taoism, Vedanta, etc., and see the reason why American

are attracted to these systems of thought.

No doubt the dialogue and exchange between the East and the West

will continue in the future. The students will be exposed to the
Eastern culture and thought throughout their lives.

The students will see how these ancient systems of thought-

Confucianism, Buddhlsm, Hlndulsm—contlnue to make impact on current
events, institutions in Asia.

MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY |

The attached syllabus does indicate how this course meets each
criterion checked.



CHECK LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

Knowiedge Ares Criteria which the course |must meeat:

_"/_ Treat concepts, themes, and events in sufficient depth to enable studeats to

appreciate the complexity, history, and current implications of what is being
studied; and not be merely cursory coverages of lisis of tapics. '

Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practi-
Uoners of a discipline and explore critically the important theories and
principles presented by the discipline.

_/_ Allow studeats to understand aad apply the metheds of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.

_14 Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever passible, the composition
and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies. -

L) I
e

Liberal Studies Elective Criteria which the course must meet:
_Z Meet the “General Criteria Which Apply to All Liberai Studies Courses.”
_lé Not be a technical, professional, or pre-professional course.

Explasatiea: Appropriate courses are to be characterized by
learning in its broad, liberal sense rather than in the sense of
technique or professional proficieacy. For instance, assuming it met
all the other criteria for Liberal Studies, 2 course in “Theater History*"
might be appropriate, while one in “The Cralt of Set Coastruction®
probably would not; or, a course in “Modern American Poetry” might
be appropriate, while one in “New Techniques for Teaching Writing in
the Secondary Schools™ probably would act: of, a course on “Mass
Media and American Society" might be appropriate, while one in
“Television Productien Skills" probably would not: or, a course in
"Human Anatomy" might be appropriate, while one in “Strategies [or
Biolegical Field Work" probably would not: or, 2 course in “Beginning
Freach® might be appropriate, while one in “Practical Methods for
Professicnal Transfaters* probabiy would not.

LS-2 EL--5/38



