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COURSE SYLLABUS....a typical/generic Syllabus which will vary
somewhat from instructor to instructor....

RS 290: CHRISTIANITY, 3 SH

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION.

A study of the beliefs, practices, Ssingificant persons, history,
and cultural impact of Christianity.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES.
1. To provide students with an overview of Christianity.

2. To introduce students to an academic (non-sectarian and
critical) study of Christianity.

3« To enhance the students historical consciousness of Christianity

by examining the development and adaptation of Christian
doctrine and practices.

4. To enhance the students’ global consciousness of Christianity

by going beyond its North American and Western European
forms.

III. COURSE OQUTLINE.
1. Intro to the academic study of religion -

2. The context for and life of Jesus; emergence of the Christian

Church
~Roman/Graeco world ~the experience of the Apostles
~Jewish world -conflicts in the early
=Jesus and the Bible Church

3. Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christianity
=Constantinople and Rome: political, liturgical, and
doctrinal differences

4. The Reformation and Protestant Christianity
~Humanism and the Renaissance
-the Reformers

5. Christianity as a global religion
~African & Asian experiences in the context of
Liberation Theology

6. American Christianity
~Afro-American experience
-Feminist experience
-Fundamentalism and Liberalism

7. Christian worship and morality
~“Sacraments and contemporary ethical issues

8. Christianity and the arts
-architecture and icons

9. Christianity and religious pluralism
~the encounter and dialogue with other world religions

-, .

PRSP




IV. EVALUATION METHODS.
1. Three exams: objective, essay, and cumulative

2. One written assignment: 5-7 PP.
3+ One 5 minute oral report

V. TEXTBOOKS.
1. Mary Jo Weaver, Introduct¥on To Christianity, Wadsworth, 1988.

2. The Bible (any edition with notes and commentary).
3. Martin Luther, Three Treatises, Mulhenberg, 1943.



LIBERAL STJDIES COQRSE APPROVAL FORM

About this form: Use this [orm only i you wish to have a course included for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your course to meet the university's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. and (g arrange your propesal in a standard order {or consideration by
the LSC and the UWUCC. If you have questioas, contact the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Sutton Hall:
telephone, 357-5715. .
Do got use this [orm for technical. professional. or pre-professicnal courses or for remedial
courses. none of which is eligible for Liberal Studies. Da aot use this form for sections of the
syathesis course or for writing-intensive sections: different forms vill be available (or those.

PART 1. BASIC INFORMATION

A. For whica catagory(ies) are you proposing the course? Check all
that appiy.

LEARNING SKILLS ) >
._.Fit:tingﬁzh Composition Course

— Second Eaglish Composition Course

—— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Bumanities: History
._.Z: Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Humaaities: Literature .
‘e Fine Arts
—__ Natural Sciences: Laboratory Course
__ Nawral Sciences: Non-laboratory Course
— Social Sciences
—— Health and Wellness
—. Non-Westera Culturss
Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars you rsquesting rsgular or provisional approval for this course?

_L faguhr

C. During the transition from General Fducation to Liberal Studies,
shouid this cour=s be listed 2s an approved substituts for & curreat
Gencrz! Fducation courss, thus alloving it to mest aay remaining
General Education needs? yos no

Provisional (limitaticas 2pply. see instructicas)

If so. which Generzl Education course(s)?

Ls-1-5/33
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Libezjal Studies Focm — 2

PART TT1. WHICT LIBERAL STUDIES GOA.LS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEZT? Check all that apply and attach aa eXplanation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute to at least one of these goals; most will
meet more thaa one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you cansider
them to be primary or secandary goals of the course. [For ezample, a history course
might assume "historical consciousness” and “acquiring a bedy of knowiedge” as its
primary goals, but it might alse enhance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Eeep in mind that no single course is expected to shoulder all by itseif the
responsibility for meeting these goals; our worXk is supported and enhanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primary  Secsadary
A. Inteilectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical X

analysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process. N

2. Literacy—writing, resding, speaking, listening = X
3. Understaading aumerical data .
4. Historical consciouspess ' ' X

9. Scientific inquiry X

6. Values (ethical mods of thinking ar agplication - X
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking - _ X

B. Ac3uiring 3 Bady of Xagwiedgs ar Under- ' X
standing E=sentiai to an Educated Person

C. Undsr=taading the Physicai Natars of
Hu=an Beings

D. Cartain Collataral Skiifs: _ ' TR

1. Uss of the libracy . X
2. Uss of computing technology
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Liberal Studies Form — 3

PART I1I. DOES YOUR COURSE MEET THE GENEIAL C3] TEIJA FOR

LIBERAL STUDRIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-section, multipie-instructar course, thers shouild be a basic
equivalency (though aot necessarily uaiformity) among the sections in such
things as abjectives, content, a.sxgnmenr.s and evaluation. Note: this should not
be interpreted to mean that all professors must make Lhe same assigaments or
teach the same way; deuarr.mems are encouraged o develop their courses to
allow the flexibility which contributes to imaginative, committed teaching and

capitalizes on the streangths of individual faculty.

¥hat ars the stratzgies that your departaent vill use ta assure that
basic equivaiency exists? E.a.xnples might be the establishmenat of
departmental guidelines, assignment of repsonsxmmy to a coordinating
committee, excaange and discussion of individual instructar syilabi. periodic

meetings among instryciars, ete. P !

Me\wmnl..a"A, Innantouw. Lo
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B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributions of ethnic
and racial minorities and of womea wherever appropriate to the subject matter.
If your attached syilabus dees not make explicit that the course

mests this critarion, pleass append 2n expianation of haw it wiil.

C. Liberal Studies courses must require the reading and use by students of at least
one, but preferably more, substantial works of fiction or nanfiction (as
distinguished from textbooks, anthologies, worZSoceks, or manuais). Yeur
attached syllabus must maks expiicit thati the caurse meets this

critarion. P0. a.n Ao KD\L ,6.3/&9“6.&-:«4,-

[The only exception is for courzes Ihcse grimary purpese is the develcpment of higher level
quaantitative skiils: such courses ars encouraged (0 inciude soch resding, but are not
expected (0 do 58 3t the expense of other course objectives. If yow ars exerciziag this

excaptien, please justify Sers.|

D. If this i3 an introductory courss intended for 2 generai student audiencs, it
‘ should be desx'gned to reflect the reality that it may weil be the only formal
college instruction thess students will have in that discipline, instead of being
designed as the first courss in 2 najor saquencs. That is, it should introduce the
d:sc.phne to students rather than introducs students intn the discipline. If this
is sucl aa iatrsdgciary courss, how is it diflareat [rm what is

pravided for Seginaiag Azjors? Thee Lawaa i

N R T



Liberal Studies Form — 4

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate sit ways in which z2il courses §gouid
contribute to studeats’ abilities. To which of the six will your course
contributs? Clheck zil that apply and attach an explanation.

_A 1. Confront the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject matters
realiza that aithough “suspended judgment® is-a necessity of
intellectual inyuiry, one cannot live forsver in suspension: and make
ethical choices and take cesponsibility for them.

- Define 2ad analyze problems, frame questinns, evaluate available
solutions, and make choices

. Communicate kaowledge and exchange ideas by various forms of
expression, in mast cases writing and speaking,

X 2
X 3
X 4. Recognize creativity aad engage in creative thinking,
X5

. Continue learning even after the completion of their formal
education. -7

i 6. Recognize relationships between what is being studied and curreat
- issues, thoughts, institutiorns, and/or eveats.

v Q QUR _COURSE Q
GO ?

Each curriculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to those
generally applicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria arranged in a e
coaveaieat, check-list format which you can mack off appropriately and inciude '~
with your proposal. The attached syilabus should indicate haw your caurss

-meets exc) criterion yog clecX. IT it docs net és se explicitly, please
attach an explanation.
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CHECX LIST - HUMANITIES: RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Knowiedge Ares Criteriz which the course must meet:

i Treat concepts, themes, and eveats i sufficient depth 1o enable studeats tg
aporsciate the ccmplexity, history, and curreat implications of what js being
studied; and nat he messly cursory coverages of lists of tapics.

i Suggest the major intellectual questions/probleas which interest practi-
tiogers of a di cipline and explore critically the important theoriss and
principles presentad by the discipline.

*X Allow students to understand aad apply the methads® of inquiry and
vocabulary commanly used ig the discipline.

_L Eacourage studeats to use and enhance, wherever possible, the compasition
and mathematics skills bujjt in the Skill Areas of Libera] Studies.

Religious Studies Criteria which the course must meet:

_X~ Introduce students to the study of religion as a mesas to understaading
" Westera culture and, thersfore, to uaderstaading themsefves,

L Provide a balanced, critical, fonsectarian ezamination ar religion.

l_ Exphasize ag interdisciplinary approach to the study of religion. '

.l_ Iavestigate the gatyre of religion and the forms of its expression, ar the
foundational roats ang development of epe ap more Western religious
tradition(s) evera significant time spaq. :

l_ Investiggne reiationships with aon-Western traditions and cultures where
ippropriate.

_X_ Give due attention to the religious involvement 2a4g perspectives of women
and mingrities, .

_L Acguaint students with religious texts aagd documents as appropriate, and

encourage the development of independent judgment and critical evaluation
of moral issues raised by these texts and by religious thinkers,

IS-23s —5/33



LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM: EXPLANATIONS
RS 290: CHRISTIANITY

PART ONZ: BASIC INFORMATION
Please refer to items checked.

PART TWO: LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

Al. Students are introduced to doctrinal controversies
(€.g., humanity/divinity of Jesus) and moral questions
(e.g., abortffion within the history of Christianity).
Through lectures, discussion, written assignment, and
exams, students will critically analyze the contexts
and proponents of the various issues.

A2. Literacy is enhanced through notetaking, substantial
reading, discussion in class, written assignment and exams.

A3. NA

" A4. Emphasis is Placed on Christian doctrine, practices, and
personages in historical context/development. '

A5. The course approach is non-sectarian and academically
critical, a social scientific inquiry.

A6. By examining Christian doctrine, practices, and personages,
there is implicitly a consideration of the Christian
perspective on values and on a total lifestyle.

A7. In the consideration of Christian liturgy, symbols, ritual,
art, architecture, the aesthetic mode of thinking is
addressed.

B. Understanding Christianity is an important key for under-
standing the development of the Western world, in parti-
cular, for the past 1700 years at least. Some of the
Western world's greatest art, architecture, and music are
Christianity-based. Christianity has influenced the rule
of governments and individual values; it has impacted
cultural areas from the perception. of womanhood, to medical
care, to educational philosophy and content. The more a
"Westerner” understands his/her culture, the better, hope-
fully, is the understanding of oneself.

C. NA

Di1. Use of the library is required in the written assignment.

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES
\
A. Responses are on the form.

C. "
D. »

El. The course raises a variety of ethical issues such as the.
role of women in American Christianity to liberation
movements in Asia and Africa. Through discussion, exams,

and the written assignment, students will be encouraged
to carefully analyze and critique those issues.




PART

E2. Please see Al.
E3. Please see A2.

E4. Through the examination of major Christian personages
like Jesus, Paul, Luther, M.L. King, Jr., students are
exposed to role models of creativity--often courageous
creativity--in regard to life perspectives and social
inter-relationships.

E5. The issues dealt with in the course--the teachings of Jesus,
the role of the Christian church--impact the culture, and
often the personal lives, of the students. This course
provides a context for considering those issues. A biblio-
graphy and other resources will be supplied in the course
for continued learning.

E6. Within the historical approach, the course includes a
consideration of contemporary Christianity as it deals,
e.g., with its attempt at inter-religious dialcgue, its
role in social betterment in Africa, its varied stands
on birth control, etc.

FOUR: MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY

The syllabus does indicate how this course meets each criteria
checked.



