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COURSE SYLLABUS
I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

RS 250 Understanding the Bible 3 credits

An introduction to scholarly methods and major themes necessary to
understand the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
In completing the course the student will:

1) have gained introductory knowledge of the basic contents and types
of literature of the various books of the Hebrew Scriptures and New
Testaments.

2) will be familiar with the basic principles of biblical criticism
and the different textual, historical and literary methodologies used
to interpret the Bible.

3) have a basic understanding of the major themes of the Hebrew
Scriptures and New Testaments and recognition of the importance of
these themes for the religions of Judaism and Christianity

4) understand what is involved in establishing a balanced,
nonsectarian interpretation of the Bible.

S) understand the importance of critical evaluation of the uses of the
biblical text as well as of the themes and issues raised in the Bible.
I1I. Course Outline

A. Introduction

—

1. Basic information about the bible, reasons for studying the
bible, difficulties in studying the Bible and various views on
the nature of the Bible

2. The Canon of the Bible - the differences between Jewish,
Protestant and Roman Catholic Bibles.

3.4The Biblical world - setting in the Ancient Near East and
historical overview.

B. Method in the study of the Bible.
1. Definitions and Presuppositions of Biblical Interpretation
2. Steps in Biblical Interpetation - overview of the basic
interdisciplinary methodologies used in addressing textual,
literary and historical questions.

C. Hebrew Scriptures (Themes and selections will vary with instructor)
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1. The Historical traditions and theological themes found in
selected passages.

. Patriarchal traditions - Abraham, Model of faith

. The Exodus experience - Formation of the Community
. The Monarchy - Political and Religious Unity

. Theological World view -Creation and the Fall

e. Basic Themes of Covenant and Election

f. The Monarchy -Division and Destruction

anooe

2. The Prophetic Tradition

Nature of Prophetical literature

Amos and Election

Hosea and Covenant

Isaiah, Monotheism and Messianism

Jeremiah, Retribution and Individual Responsibility
Exechiel, the Father of Judaism

“ad Aad o
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3. The Legal and Liturgical literature

a. Law codes

b. The Psalms

¢. Judith and the role of Women in the Hebrew
Scriptures

4. Israel's Hisdom Movement and its 1iterature

a. Practical Wisdom
b. Theological Wisdom
c. Sceptical Wisdom

D. The New Testament
1. The Gospel, Growth and Development

a. The Gospel according to Mark

b. The Gospel according to Luke

c. The Gospel according to Matthew

d. The Gospel according to John

e. Formation of the Gospel- The Synoptic Problem
f. The Jesus of History and the Christ of Faith
g. Theological Themes

2. Formation of the Christian Community
a. Acts .of the Apostles
. b. Paul and the Church of Corinth
c. Persecution and the Book of Revelation
d. Women in the New Testament

E. Summary and Evaluation

IV. EVALUATION METHODS (will vary with instructor)
The final grade for the course will be determined as follows:



Exams including multiple choice, true-false and essay questions.
Periodic unannounced quizzes on reading assignments
Essay assignments

V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

1) The Bible, any edition
2) Stephen Harris, Understanding the Bible

VI. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS
There will be some slide presentations to assist the student in
gaining familiarity with the biblical world.

VII. ASSIGNMENTS:

a)careful reading before class of the assigned passages in the Bible
and Harris

b) responsibility for class lectures

c) brief essays on themes or passages
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LIBERAL STUDIES CO'U:.RSE APPROVAL FORM

About this form: Use this form oaly if you wish to have 2 course inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended o assist you in developing your course (o meet the university's
Criteria for Liberal Studies, and to arrange your propaesal in 2 standard order {or consideration by
the LSC and the UWUCC. If you have questions. contact the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Suttoa Hall:
tetephone, 357-57135. .
De 2ot use this form for technical. professicnal. or pre-professicnal courses or for remedial
courses. aone of which is eligible for Liberal Studies. Da ot use this form for sectioas of the
synthesis course or {or writing-intensive secticns: differeat {orms will de available {or thosa,

PART 1. BASIC INFORMATION

A. For whica category(ies) ars you proposing the course? Check all
that appiy.

LEARNING SXILLS o N

— First Eaglish Composition Course
—— Second Eaglish Composition Course
——— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Bumanities: History
Z Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Humaanities: Literature
— Fine Arts
—— Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course
— Natural Sciences: Non-iaboratory Course
—— Social Scizaces
- Health and Vellness
< Non-Western Cuitures
Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars you requesting ragular or provisional approval for this course?

_IL Rsguiar

C. Dni'ing the transition from General Education to Liberal Studies.,

Provisional (limitaticas 2pply, see instructions)

should this courze be listed as an spproved substituts for s curreaat _ . SR

Generzl Edncation courss, thus allowing it to meet any remainin
General Education needs? yes _Lno‘ . .

If =o. vhich General Education course(s)?

Ls-1 —5/33
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART II. WHICI LISERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEZET? Check all that apaiy and attach aa ezpl:n:nion-

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute to at least oae of these goals: most will
mest mors thaa one. As you check them off, please indicate vhether you consider
them to be primary of secondary goals of the course. {For ezample, 3 history course
might assume *historical consciousness” and “acquiring a body of ~k.rmvrledge" as its
primary goals. but it might also enhance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that a¢ single course is expected to shoulder all by itself the
responsibilicy for meeting these goals: our work is supported and enhaaced by that
of aur colleagues teaching other courses.

Primacy  Seceadary
x. Inteilectual Skills and Mades of Thinking:
1. loquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical /

agalysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the eoitical process.

2 Ilmm—wriﬁnspeaking.ﬁstening | _L.Zﬁ_ | _Z__

3. _Understa.nd.i.ng aumerical dat

+ Historical consciousness L

s. Scientific inquiry

6. Values (ethical mode of thinking or application /
of ethical perception)

2. Aesthetic mode of thinking '

B. Acauiring 2 Bady of Taowledgs ar Under- /
staading E=sential to 22 Educatsd Person

C. Understanding tae Physical Naturs of
Hu=aaa Beings

D. Cartain Collataral Skills: , ’ cemn
1. Use of the libracy

2. TUsa of computing technalogy

L pr—




Liberal Studies Form — 3

PART ITI. DOES YOUR co:_J.3§§ MEET THZ GENERAL CRITERIA FOR
LIBSRAL STUDRIES? Please attach ans-fers to these questions.

A.

(SEE ATTBCHED ANSWFES

If this is 2 multiple-section, multiple-instructor course, there shouild be 2 basic
equivalency (though nat necessarily uniformity) among the sections in such
things as ohjectives, content, assignments, and evaluation. Note: this should aot
be interpreted to mean that all professors must make the same assignments or
teach the same way: departments are eacouraged (o devejop their courses to
allow the flexibility which coatributes ta imaginative, committed leaching and
cagitalizes on the streaagths of individual facuity.

¥3at ars the strategies that your depariment will use to zssurs that
basic equivaleacy exists? [Examples might be the establishment of
departmental guidelines, assigament of repsoasibility to a coordinating
committee, exchange and discussion of individual instructor syilabi, periodic
meetings among instructors, ete.

!

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectivesand contributions of ethaic

and racial minorities and of womea wherever appropriate to the subject matter.
If your attached syilabus does not make explicit that the caurss
meets this criterion, please append an expianation of how it will.

Liberal Studies courses must require the reading and use by studeats of at feast
one, but prefecably more, substantial warks of fiction or aonfiction (as
distinguished from textbooks, anthologies, workbooks. or manuals). Yeur

attached syllabus must maks expiicit that the cIurse meets this
critarion.

[The cnly excesticn is [or courses yhose grimary purpose is the deveicpment of digher levet
quantitative skills; such courses are eacouraged o inciude such resding, but are oot
expected to do 30 at the expease of other course objectives. If yo® are exercisiag this
exzcsptien, pisaze justily decs.]

If this is an intrsductory courss intanded for a general studeat audience, it
should be designed to reflect the reality that it may weil be the oaly foqm-l
college instruction these students will have in that disciplins, in<tead of being
designed as the first courss in 2 najor sequence. Thatis. it should intreduce the
discipline to students rather than introducs studeats into the discipline. 1If t.h.{:
is such 3a iatraducisry cours=s, hev is it diffarsat [rom wvhat is
pravided for Seginaiag majors?
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Liberal Studies Form — 4
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E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which 2ll courses ;goug'd
contribute to students' abilities. To which of the six will your course
coatribute? Caeck ail that 3pply and attach an explanation.

_L 1. Confroat the major sthical issues which pertain o the subject mattars
realize that although “suspeaded judgment” is‘a necessity of
intellecrual inquiry, one cannot live forever in suspeasion; and make
ethical choices and take respoasibility for them.

solutions, and make choices

3. Communicate knowiedge and exchange ideas by various forms of
expression, in most cases writing and speaking.

_L 2. Define and 2nalyze problems, frame questions, evaluate availabls

_\L 4. Recognize creativity and engage in creative thinking,

/

—£_ 5. Continue learning even after the completion of their formal

education.

Recognize reiationships between what is being studied and current
issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or events.

; Y. __DOES_YOUR COURSE ( 0
CURRICULUM CATEGORY IN WHICH IT IS TO BE LISTED?

Each curriculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to thase
geaerally applicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria amnge.d inag ‘- .
coaveaient, check-list format which you can mack off appropriately and incifude -
with your proposal. The attached syilabus showid indicate haw your course

mests eacl criterion you check. If it does aet ds se explicitly, please

attaci an sxplanation. o

e -
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CHECX LIST -- HUMANITIES: RELIGIOUS STUDIES

————

Enowiedge Ares Criteria vhich the course must meet:

/
v
VA

Treat concepts, themes, 2nd events in sufficient depth to enable studeats to
appreciate the complexiry, history, aad current implications of what is being
studied; and not be mereiy cursary coverages af' lists of tapics.

Suggest the major inteflectual Questions/problems which interest practi-
tioners of a discipline aad explore critically the important theories and
principles presented by the discipline.

Allow students to understand aad apply the methods* of inquiry and
Vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.

Eacourage students to use and enhaace, vherever passible, the composition
aad mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Swdies.

Religious Studies Criteria vhich the course must meet:

Introduce studeats to the study of religion as a2 mexas ta understaading
Western culture and, therefore, to understanding themseives.

Provide 3 balanced, critical, fogpsecariag ezamination or religion.

Exmphasize an interdisciplj.nary approach to the study of religion.

Investigate the naﬁxre of religion and the forms of its expression, ar the
foundational roots and development of ope ar more Western religious
tradition(s) over a2 significant time spaa. -

Investigate refationships with non-Western traditions and cultures where
appropriate.

Give due attention to the religious invoivement and perspectives of women
and mingorities.

Acquaint students with religious texts and documeats as appropriate, aad
encourage the development of independent iudgment.and critical evaluation
of moral issues raised by these texts and by religious thinkers.

LsS-22S —5/33
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Explanations for Liberal Studies Course Approval
II. Liberal Studies Goals

PRIMARY

g. Acquiring a Body of Knowiedge or Understanding essential to an Educated
erson. -

The Bible is the primary source book and norm for the beliefs and
morals of Christians and Jews. Knowledge of the stories, personalities,
theologmal themes, moral ideals, legal, social, and religious institutions
found in the bible is essential for understanding western religious traditions

as well as many of its greatest cultural achievements in literature, art and
music.

A. Intellectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:

4. Historical consciousness - The bible has often been described as
'sacred history'. It frequently describes and professes, through the eyes of
faith, the action of God in the stories and traditions of individuals,
institutions, tribes, nations, and communities. Historians, particularly aided
since 1800 by a series of discoveries of primary extra-biblical historical
sources, including libraries and extensive material remains, some much older,
some contemporary with the biblical traditions, have been able to re-create
the secular history of the Ancient Near East and, at times, to situate the
events described in the Bible within the broader context. 'Historical
consciousness' is now indispensabie in any atifempt to understand or interpret
biblical literature, institutions and developing theological concepts.

1. Inquiry , critical analysis etc. - In addition to using methods of
historical criticism the course will include the use of textual and literary
criticism. Exampies of selected different English translations of the Bible
will be used to show how these translations may rely on different manuscript
traditions of the Hebrew and Greek texts. Literary criticism will include
methods of source analysis based on vocabulary, stylistic,and theological
characteristics to examine questions of unity of authorship and date of
composition. Methods of form criticism, identifying the characteristics of
myth, saga, legend, differing legal forms, proverbs, poetry, prophecy,
apocalypses, parables and pronouncment stories, will be used to determine the
literal sense of the texts, i.e. the sense intended by the author.

2. Literacy - For reading see the methods of literary and form
criticism above. Learning how to read the Bible will be a primary goal.

SECONDARY

A.2 Literacy - Writing. The emphasis on methods of literary and form
criticism should contribute to the student's perspective on writing. Depending
on class size and the instructor writing may also be a secondary goal through
essay assignments.

A. 6. Basic ethical and religious values inherent in the biblical
themes of sin, corporate, individual and social responsibility, righteousness,
practical moral wisdom, legalism, grace and salvation will be discussed in
their original setting and development throughout the bible.

III. General Criteria
A. All instructors who have previously taught the course and all who

o o
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intend to teach it in the following academic year will meet at the conclusion
of the spring semester. They will review this document, including the generic
syllabus. They will exchange individual syllabi and then will discuss whether
they are meeting the specific goals and criteria outlined in this dociument.
Any problems or conflicts will be brought before the entire departmenz for
resolution.

B. Some of the attitudes and perspectives in the Bible towards women
reflect patriarchal and social attitudes current during the historical periods
in which the Bible was written. The historical conditioning of these attitudes
and perspectives will be treated as background to discussions on the
appropriateness of using them as absolute norms for determining contemporary
roles of women in religious institutions. Nonsexist and nonracist language
will be used thoughout the course.

C. The primary text for this course is the Bible. Reading assignments
will include major representative texts from all of the various types of
Titerature as well complete books in some instances.

D. There is no special course designed to introduce our majors into
the discipline of biblical studies.

E. Contributing to students' abilities:

1. The most challenging ethical choices are those in which an
individual is confronted with the possibility of endangering
his own security, and even life, in opposing prevailing
attitudes, customs and practices of his contemporaries, often
supported by dominant religious and political authorities. The
conflicts, ambiguities and consequences of individual ethical
choices will be highlighted in discussing the ethical issues
in the various historical contexts of the biblical narratives
of Abraham, David, the Prophets, Job, Jesus, and Paul.

2. The textual, literary and historical criticism approaches
described above will define and analyze problems, frame
questions, and evaluate available solutions, including faith
interpretations, to enable students to become familiar with
the implications of various methodologies in interpreting the
Bible.

3.Depending on class size, discussions and essay assignments
will be used to encourage the communication and exchange of
ideas.

4. One of the major benefits of the literary and historical
critical approaches to the biblical text is the liberating
stimulus they have provided for developing new approaches in
interpretation.

5. It is likely that many students will continue to encounter
the Bible- in different ways throughout their lives. The
perspectives communicated in this course should have a lasting
impact on the way they read and interpret the bible. An
extensive bibliography will highlight major commentaries and
aids such as biblical atlases and dictionaries for their
future use. :

5. The bible is frequently cited, often quite loosely, in




discussions of current issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or
events. One of the major goals of the course will be to stress
the necessity of understanding what the Bible meant in its
original context before one attempts to see what the Bible
means for today. Examples of modern interpretations will be
used to enable the student to recognize different levels of
use and abuse of the Bible in modern contexts.

Knowledge Area Criteria

The introductory lectures will stress the major questions/problems of
biblical studies and discuss the various methods of inquiry used in the
discipline. Throughout the course these problems and methods will be
exemplified in the treatment of basic concepts, themes and events in passages
selected to be treated in depth by the instructor. The broad outline in the
generic syllabus suggests the basic themes and the context in which they may
be treated without specifying the detailed passages. While it will be
important to treat certain themes and events in depth a further primary goal
of the course is to introduce the student to the broad variety of the contents
and types of literature found in the various books of the Bible.

Religious Studies Criteria

The course is obviously designed to meet the religious studies
criteria as a balanced, critical, nonsectarian approach to the biblical text
using methods drawn from from other disciplines such as history and literary
criticism. Recognizing the relationships of the biblical text to the ancient -
near eastern cultures and traditions, including perspectives on women and
‘outsiders', will be an important contribution of the course. Encouraging
critical evaluation of the uses and abuses of the biblical text as well as of
the themes and issues raised is one of the primary objectives of the course.




