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COURSE SYLLABUS....a typical, generic syllabus which will vary some-
what from instructor to instructor....

RS 210: WORLD SCRIPTURES, 3 SH

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION.

Major sacred writings of Hindu, Buddhist, Confucian: Taoist,
Judeo-Christian, and Muslim traditions will be studied fro
the point of view of their religious s;gnificance. :

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES.

1. To introduce to students the diversity of value systems

and life perspectives as revealed in the world's major
scriptures.

2. To enhance students' global and historical consciousness

by examining the development of religious thought in the
world's major scriptures.

3. To introduce to students an academic (non-sectarian and
critical) study of religions.

.ITI. COURSE OUILINE.

1. Introduction to the academic study of religions and method-
ologies in the study of scriptures -
2. Major motifs in the scriptures of the world

3.%Indian-rooted scriptures: Hinduism/Bhagavad Gita and
Buddhism/Dhammapada '

4. Chinese-rooted scriptures: Confucianism/Analects'and
Taoism/Tao Te Ching .

5.. "Western"-rooted scriptures: Judaism/Torah, Christianity/
Gospels, and Islam/Quran

6. Student Research
7. Summary and concluding remarks

ots .
“two of the several themes examined in 3,4, and 5 are the
impact of the scriptures on contemporary religious adherents

gnd the pergeption of womanhood as expressed/not expressed
o those scriptures

IV. EVALUATION METHODS.

1. Three exams: objective, essay, and cummulative
2. One written assignment: 5-7 pages
3. One five-minute oral report

V. TEXTBOOKS. - o o

1. Ninian Smart and Richard Hecht, SACRED TEXTS OF THE WORLD,
Crossroad, 1982. :

2. BHAGAVAD GITA (any English translation).

3. THE GOSPELS (any English translation).



LIBERAL STUDIES COU?RSE APPROVAL FORM

Abaut this form: Use this form ealy il you vish ta have 1 course inctuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended 19 assist you in developing your course (o meet the uvaiversity's
Criteria for Liberat Studies. aad to arranze your propasal in 2 standacd erder {or coasideration by

the LSC 2nd the UWUCE. If you nave questions, csatace the Liberal Studies OfTice, 353 Sutzon Halls
teleghone, 357-5715.

-

L3

Da aet use this form for techaical. professional. or pre-grofessicnzl courses ac for. remedial
courses, acae of FRich is eligible (or Liberal Studies. Da ot use this form for secziocas of ey
synthesis course or {or vriting-iatensive secticns; differsat forms will de available (or these, ©

N,
~

© _ A. For whica c:.:agoty(zes) ars you proposmg the courss? Check all
; that appiy.

LEARNTNG SXILLS

ty

«—— First Eaglish Composition Course
— Sec3nd Exglish Composition Course
— Marhemarics

RIOWL=2Ge AREAS

e Jumaaities: Tistory -

Eumanities: Bhilosophy/Religious Studies

Bumaaities: Litecamure

— Fine Arts

e Natural Sci=acss: Laboratory Course } .
—— Natural Scisaces: Noa-laberatnry Course -

— S0cia] Scizaces :
«—— He2ith and Vellness

—— Non-Tester= Cultures _ )

X_ Liberal Studies Elective . g

. Ars you naue-t.n; rvul:r or pravisional agproval for this coarsa?

) ._>§_ Ragniar

Pravisional (limitaticns 2pply, see instruczicas)

C. . During the traasition from Geseral Education to Liberal Studies, . .. ..; ;=
-wmzoes-- Should this courss be listsd as aa approved sgbstitnts foc s curreant ‘_-\._
"~ ~Generzl Education ‘courcs, tins ailowing it ‘to meet zay remainiag T T
General Ejucztian needs? yus 2o - -

If s0. which General Education caurse(s)? R S lto w“' ‘)\ R‘L{’J‘“j

Ls-1 =5/33
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Liberal Studies Fora — 2

PART 1. WHICT LISERAL STUDIES GOALS W'LL YOUR COURST
MEZET? Cleck all that apply aad attach aa explzaation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contsibute o 3¢ [east oge of hese goals: most will
meet more thaa one. As yau check them off, please indicate whether you cogsider
them to be prizary or secondacy goals of the course. [For eszmple, 2 history cousse
might assume "histarical consciousness® and “acquiring a body of knowiedge” as its
primary goals, but it ight also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or libracy skills.]
Keep in miand that no single course is expected to shaulder ail by itseif the
respoasibility for mesting these goals; our vork is supported and enhaaced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses. - I

'\\ Primary  Secsadary
A. lateilectual Skills aad Mades of Thinking: '

1. Inqui.ry. abstract logical thinking, eritical
agalysis, synthesis, decision making, aad other

aspecss of the critical praocess. -
2. Literacy—writing, reading, speaking, listeging © . X
3. Understanding sumesical data : C e— -
4. Historicai consciousaess | N _X
3. Scieatific inquiry — —
6. Values (ethical mods of unnkxng aragplicatiog X
of ethical percaption)
7. Aestietic mode of thinking T — —
B. Ac3zuiring 2 Bady of Xxawiedgs ar Unéor- | X A
staadiag Ezsantial t aa Fducatad Person .
C. Understaading the Physical Natars of — —
Hog=za Beings :
D. Cartain Callataral Skills: . ezl '-’r':;: S
1. U ofthe Lbracy E : E X,_".,-.-E,.-.
2. Use of camgputing teckzalogy : — e
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Liberz! Studies Form — 3

AT IT OES YOUR COURSS MEST THE GINTIAT Y

LIBERAL STUDRIES? Please attack ansvers to thesa guestions.

A, Ifthisisa 2wltiple-secion, multiple-instructor course, there shouild be 3 basic

equivaleacy (though aot secessacily yniformity) azong the sections in such
thicgs as objectives, conteat, assignments, and evaluation. Nate: this should gat
be interpreted o meaa that all professors must maze the same assigoments or
teacl the same way: degaciments ace eacouraged to develog their cources a1

allow the flexibility which contributes to imaginuive, committed teaching add ©

cagitalizes on the streangihs of individual facuity.

~ .
T2at ars e stratagies that your departaeat will use ta 2==urs that
basic equiviiency exists? Examples migh: be the esablisameat of
deparinental guidelines, assignment .of repsonsibility to a coardinating
commitize, Zclaage and discussion of individual instructor syilabi, pecicdic
Meetings among instsuciors, ete. :

Periodic meetings at least once a semester among
instructors to discuss individual syllabi in the
context of a "generic" syllabus (attached).

-

Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributions of ethaic
and racial minorities and of vamea vhersver agproprinte to the subject matter,
If your attached syilabus does aot maks exzlicit that the caarss
mests this critsrion, plezss apgend 2a expianation of Raw it will.

-

Liberal Studies coiirses must require the resding and use by students of at lesst
one, but preferzbly more, substaatial warks of fiction or gonfiction (as

distinguished from texbaoks, acthologies, workSoeks. or maauals). Your

attacled syilabus must maks explicit that tSe casr=e meets this-

cIitsrion. Ala
[T2e caly exception is (or courzes ynces primary purpose is (be develcpment of igher level
quaatitative skills: such coursss are encsurzged (o incinds soea teading, but are act

expecisd 3 dg 30 3¢ e expense of other sourse odjectives. If you ars cxervising this
ezc3gtien, yleazs justify Seral]

If this is an introducsary coures intanded for 2 genecal studeat audisacas, it
should e designed i reflzcs the resiity that it may weil be the only formal
college instuciion thesa sudents 7ill have in that discisiine, instesd of being

- desigmed a3 ths first courss in 3 2ajor smquence. That s it should introduce the

disciziing to studansts rathar thas intreducs sudencs inm the dizcislins. If this
iz smcl aa imtr3duciary coarss, e is ii sillarsat [am waat is
$r3vided for Segiz=iz=< 2=zjors? 7L Agunia_ sa

+

. ,\‘. .'
&-.mm. “ *hﬁyd’%m%fms.’---oh/

<



Liberal Qudies Form— 4 :'3.

o

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate siz ways in which all courses ghould .
coatribute to swdeats’ abilities. Ta whick of the six will yosr course
cantribute? Chaeck 2ll that 33ply and attach an explanatisa.

_X_ 1. Confront the mzjor eckical issues which pertin o the subject matter
feaiizs that aithough “susgended judgment® is-a pecessity of
intellecual inguiry, one canaot live for=ver in suspeasion:. 2ad make
ethical choices and take cesponsibility for them, .

_,X. 2 Deflne aad analyze problams, frame questinns, evaluate availabls

soiutions. and maka choices . -
i 3. Commuricats kngwiedge aad exchange ideas by vacious forms of

8Ipression. in Mmost cases writing and speaking,
—_ 4 Recogaize creativity and engage in creative thinking.

. ."“‘

._X_ J. Continus learning even ailer the completion of their formal
education. =TT
, l 6. Recogaize relatinnships becweea what is bezng studied and currest
- issues, thoughts, inetitutions, 3nd/or aveats,

{

generally applicable. The LSC. pruvides copies of thess crxwr:a. arranged in 2

indicata haw vour caurs=e

Mests e1cl critorion you check. If it does aet de se explicitly, pleass
3U3ca 1a e3plaa3tion., , C

_l—\

- &




CAECZ LIST — LIBERAL STUDIES ELETIVES | Q

Kaowiedge Arsa Criteria which the cour=e RUst meet:

.X_ Treat coacests, themes, 2ad avestsin sufficieat depth to enable studeats ta =
agpreciate e complexity, Ristory, 2ad curreat imglications of what is being
swdied: aad 20t be mersiy cursary caverages af listsof lnpics.

.X_ Suggest the major inteilecsyal questions/prablems whica interest praci-
tiogers of 2 discipline acd explare critically the important thesriss aad
principles preseated by the discipline,

~>. Allow studeats ts uaderstand 2ad apply the methods of inquiry aad
vocabulary cammonly used in the discipline, .

_X_ Excourage sm;’é:m 0 use and eahance, vhersver possible, the compoesitio
aad mathemartics szills built in the Sxill Areas of Liberal Studies, )

-
-

t c'.,“g

Liberzl Studies Elactive Criteria which the course must meet:
X Mest the "General Critesia 'm?:z Apply to All Liberni Studies Courses.”
;X_ Nothes :ec.‘mic.:.l. professional, or pre-pm—x‘esiona! course.

. Explanatiem: Awmmmmmbmw
learning ia its Bread, liberal sesse ratier tB2a in the sensé of
tecanique or professional praficieacy, Fer instance, zssuming it met
al the other criteria for Liberal Studies, 2 course in “Tbexter History®
might Be appropriate, while cne.in “The Craft of Sec Construction®
prodasly weuld not: or, 2 course in “Modern Agerican Poetry* might
Be 2ppropriaze, wnile cne in “New Tecaniques for Tesching Writing i
the Secondary Schoois® prosasily weuld acC  or, 3 course an “Maszs
Media a0d American Sociscy" might de appropriate, while ene in
“Television Production Skilis* protably would oo or, 2 course in

“Humza Anatemy® might Se ippropriate, while coe in “Rrategies for _ e

Bialegical Field Work® prodadly weuld got; or, 3 course in “Beginning ) .

Freac® might be appropriate, while coe ia “Practical Methods lor ’

Professicnal Transiators® probabiy weuld sot. -

1S-2 F—3/32 — e e e



LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM: EXPLANATIONS
RS 210: WORLD SCRIPTURES

PART ONE: BASIC INFORMATION
Please refer to items checked.

*
PART TWO: LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

Al. Students are introduced to doctrinal controversies
(e.g., elements .of being a person), moral questions
(e.g., the role of the individual vis-a-vis sgcietg),
and various perspectives on life and its meaning(s _
as understood in the scriptures of the major religions.
Students will critically analyze the contexts and posi-
tions of these various issues through the lectures, .
discussions, oral and written assignments, and the .exams.

A2. Literacy is enhanced through notetaking, §ubstantiai
reading, discussions, oral and written assignments, and
the exams. ’

A3. NA

A4. Emphasis is placed on the historical context/development
1) of scriptures themselves and 2) of the doctrines,
practices, and personages delineated in those scriptures.

AS. NA

A6. In examining scriptures, there is of necessity a con-

sideration of the values and 1ife perspectives delineated
in those writings.

A7..NA

B. Understanding scriptures of the world is one key for
understanding the values and 1ife perspectives of individuals
(including oneself) and of societies--from their views of
the sel%n%in the Bhagavad Gita, e.g.), to the view of
womanhood (in the Quran, e.g.), to concepts of justice
(e.g., in the prophetic writings of the Hebrew scriptures)

C. Na

e o 0o 0

Dl. Use of the library is required in the oral and writf;n
assignments.

D2. NA

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERIA FOR_LIBERAL STUDIES.

A. Responses are on the form. ‘
B . . - " : '

c. "
D. "

E. The course raises a variety of ethical issues, which are :
- found in the scriptures, such as the implicatioms of justice, ----
the role of the individual vis-a-vis society, the status of




women. Through the lectures, discussions, exams, and
the oral and written assignments, students will be
assisted in carefully analyzing and critiquing those
issues. ‘ -

E2. Please see El.
E3. "

E4. Through the examinaction, e.g., of major scriptural per-
sonages such as the Buddha, Lao Tzu, Jeremiah, Jesus,
Muhammad, students are exposed to and interact with
role models of bold and influendal creativicy.

E5. The issues dealt with in this course (see, e.g., El1)
are issues which impact the personal lives of students
beyond formal education. This course provides a non-
preaching, non-threatening context for reflecting oh
those issues. A bibliography and other resources. are
supplied for continued reflection and learning, beyond
the classroom. k

E6. One of the several themes considered in the treatment of
each scripture is the level of impact/importance which
contemporary religious adherents ascribe to their
scriptures.

PART FOUR: MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY
Sens S leen g 2NL SRS ZERA TUR 1AL CURRICULUM CATEGORY

The syllabus does indicate how the course meets each criterion
checked. . B :



