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COURSE SYLLABUS

RS 110 World Religions 3 credits
' no prerequisites

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION _
| the N ot . .
A comparative study ofhhistory, teachmg,,‘ntuals of the major religions
of the world, and see their inftuence on &he- contemporary society. A
nonsectarian approach of}tfeligions such as: Native American religion,
Afro-American religion, Judaism, Christianity and Islam in relationship
to Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism and Shinto.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To understand th'e' major religious traditions of the world.

2. To compare and contrast the similarities and differences between
Western and Eastern religions.

-

3. To comprehend the impact of religions on the contemporary world.

4."”Fo understand religions of the minority and the place of women
in world religions. ‘ .

TIT...COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction

Native American Religion
Afro-American Religion
Judaism

Christianity

Islam

Hinduism

Buddhism

Confucianism

Taoism

Shinto

IV. EVALUATION METHODS

There will be three examinations which will cover materials assigned
from the textbook, supplemental readings and lectures.

Type of exam: okjective, essays, explanation Aof terms, concepts, school
of thought, etc. . :

V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOK, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS
Textbook:

Richard C. Bush, The Religi'aas 'World,comunities of faith, 2nd. ed.,

Mzcmillan Co. 1988




Supplemental readings:
Hermans Hesse, Siddhartha |

Benjamin Hoff, The Tao of Pooh, Penguin Books
Jcseph Campbell, Myths to live by, Bantam Book
Robert Pirsig, Zen and the Art of Motorcvcle Maintenance

In addition to the textbook, students will read at least one primary
source book from the supplemental reading list.
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LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM

About this for=: Use this fora only if you wish to have a course inciuded for Liberal Studies
crsdit. The form is intended (o assist You in developing your course lo meet the oniversity's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. and to arTange your propesal in a standard order {ot coasideration by
the LSC and the UVUCC. If you have questicas, c3ntact the Liberat Studies Office, 353 Sutzon Hall:

teleghone. 357-5715. .

De aet use this [orm for techaical. professional, or pre-grofessional courses or for remedial
courses. noae of which is etigible for Liberal Stugies. Da set use this form for sections of the
syathesis course or {or writing-igteasive secticns; differsat {orms vill be available {or those.

PART I _BASIC INFORMATION

A. For which catagory(ies) ars you propesing the course? Check all
that a3piy.

LTARNING SKILLS ) .

!

—— FirstEaglish Camposition Course
— Second Eaglish Composition Course
—_— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

- Eumanities: History
Humarities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Humanities: Litesature
—— Fine Acts
ww Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course
—— Namural Sciences: Non-lzboratary Course
e Social Scisacss
— Heaith and Wellness
Z Non-Westera Cultures

Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars you requesting regular or provisional approval for this course?

Raguiar Provisional (limitaticns 2pply, see instructions)

C. During tSe transition from Gemeral Education to Liberal Stadies,

should this cour=s be listed 3s an spproved substituts for a carreat

Geaner=! Edncation cour=s, thus zilowing it to mecst any remaining
Geaerzi Educstion aeeds? yes no

1If s0. which General Education course(s)?
I4 .l_% Qun aj;anrovw'-' Cen £ Cuuse
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Liberal Studies Form — 3

PART ITL._DOES YOUR COURSE YEST THE GENERAL CRITEIIA FOR
LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. If this is 2 muitiple-section, multiple-instrucior course, there shouild be 2 basic

equivaleacy (though not necessarily uaiformity) among the sections in such
things as abjectives, conteat, assiga:aeats, aad evaluation. Note: this should aot
be interpreted to meag that all professors must make the same assignments or
teach the same way; depariments are eacsuraged ta develop lheir courses o
allow the flegibility whica contributes to imaginative, committed teaching aad
capitalizes on the streangths of individual facuity.

Y32t ars the stratagies that your department will use to assure that
dasic equivaleacy  exists? [Esamples might be the esublishment of
deparimental guideiiges, asSignmeat of repsomsibility to a coordinating
commirttes, excaange and discussion of individual instructor syllabi. periodic
meetings amon g instrucors, ote.

]

B. Liberai Studies courzes must includs the perspectives aad contributionsof ethnic

aad rcial minorities and of voemea whersver appropriate to (he subject mauter,
If your attached syilabus does not make expilicit that the caurse
meets this critarion, plesss append aa expianation of Row it will.

Liberal Studies courses must requirs the reading and use by studeats of at least
one, but prefecably mors, substantial warks of ficuion or neanfiction (as
distinguished from textSooks, aathologies, workbooks, or manuals). Your

attached syila3us must maks explicii that tie cIurse meects this
cxitsrion.

[The only excention is for courses yrose grimary purpcse is the deveicpment of digher level
quantitazive skills: such courses ars encouriged o inciude sucd readiag, But ars ot
expecsad 19 do 30 3L the expense of otber course objectives. 1f yow aru exercisiag this
e=zcagtisa, 3icase justily ders.!

If this is sa introductory cour=s intended for 2 gensczl student audisnce, it
should be designed to reflece the reality that it may weil be the oanly t'or.:nal
college instruction thess students will have in that discipline, instead of being

. designed as the first courss in 2 23jor sequence. Taatis. it should introduce the

discipiine tg students rathsr than intcoducs studeacs int the discipiine, If :a._:
is sguch aa iatraduciary courss, Asy is it diffarzai [H@m wiat is
gravidad for Segizaiag a3jors?

Panl)
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Liberal Studies Form — 3

2T I1I._DC OUR COURSE!? WZ GENER AT CRITE

LIBERAL STUDRIES? Please attach answers 1o lhese guestions.

A,

B.

If this is 2 muitiple-section, muitiple-instructor course, there shouild be 3 basic
equivaleacy (though not pecessarily uaiformity) among the sections in such
things 3s objectives, conteat, assign:neats, 2nd evaluation. Nate: this shouid not
be intecpreted to meaq that all professors must make the same assigamests or
teaca e same way; depariments are eacouraged o develop their courses o
allow the flexibility whica contributes to imagigative, committed teaching and
capitalizes on the streaagths of individual facuity.

What ars the strategies that your depariment will use to assure that
basic equivaleacy  exists? Esamples might be the establishmeat of
departmental guideiines, assigameat of repsonsibility to a ¢oordinating
committes, eschange and discussion of individual instructor syilabi. periodic
meetings among instrycors, ete. ‘ :

4

Liberal Studies courzes must includa the perspectives and contributionsof ethnic
and racial mingrities and of womea wherever appropriate 1o the subject matter.
If your attached syllabus does snot make exzplicilt that the cosurse
mests this criterion, pleass append aa expiznation ef how it will.

Liberal Studies courses must requir= the reading and use by students of at lesst
age, but preferably more, substaatial warks of fiction or nonfiction (as
distinguished from texiSooks, aathologies, workbooks. or manuals). Yaur

attacaed syllabus must maZs expiicii that tie caurss mects this
critsrion.

[The caly excepticn is for courses Foose primary purpese is the deveiopment of digher level
quantitative skiils: such courses ars encsuraged 1o jocinde soca resding, bul are fot
expecesd 10 da o 3t the expense of other course objectives. I yeom are ezercising this
azcsgtisa, 3leass justily lere]

If this is an intcoductary courss intended for 2 genecal studest audiencs, it
snould be designed to reflecs the reality that it may well be the only formal
college instruction thess students will have in that discipline, instead of being

. designed as the first course in 3 Dajor sequencs. That ks, it shouid introduce the

discipline to students rather thaa introducs students into the discipiine. If this
is such aa istroduciary cdurss, hoew is it diffarsat Ir= what is
sravided for deginaiag =23jors? '

P ettt



Liberal Qudies Form — 4
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E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in whick all courses ;goughd
coatribute o studeats’ abilities. To which of the six will your courss
coatribute? Cieck all that 1pply and attach 2a explanation.

—VY 1. Coafront tbe major etkical issues which pertain tn the subject matter
cealizs that aithough “susgeaded judgmeat” is‘a pecessity of
inteltecual inquiry, one canaot live foreverin suspeasion: and make

/ etical choices and take responsibility for them.
2.

—=— 2. Define and 2nalyze probloms, frame questinas, evaluate available
J/ solutions, and make choices _
3. Comnmunicate kaowiedge and exchange ideas by various forms of
_ /' expression. in most cases writing and speaking.

4. Recognize creativity and eng2ge in creative thinking.

.._/ 3. Continue learaing evea aflar the completion of their formal
/ education. -

6. Recogaize reiationships between what is being studied and current
- issues, thoughts, institutiogs, and/or sveats.

- Each curriculum category has its-own set of specific cﬁt.eria-in.addir.ion to those .
geaerally applicable. The LSC pruvides. copies of these -criteria zrrange.d ina - - o
-caaveaieat. check:list format which you caa ‘mar? off appropriataly and include = -
Witk your proposal. The atiached syilabus shouid indicate Savw yYour course

Meots gacl criterion you check. If it does aet de se explicilly, please
attach aa expizaation.




Thess additionz! Non-¥estarn Cultures guideiines indicats the various
forms which appropriats courses may taks: check all that apply.

—— Although 2 course may deal with asingle culture, ...

v/

v

. . . comparative courses addressing re!aunnstups among cultures ace
eacourz.ged.

A course may preseat one or more cultures by emphasizing a smg.-
dimeasion, e.g. art, music, da.ncs. politics, reh.gmn. Such a2 course is
a.ppmpnzxe if the dimeasion is reprwen:ed in its cultural context,
emphasizing cultural ideals, norms, and issues. ... . -

A variety of perspectives or methodologies—aatheningical, geogmhx:al.
histroical, sociological, and so fonb.—my be employed. o long as the course

emphasizes the cultural phemomesa. issues, aad values in contemporary
sociery. .

Literature courses, etiber in transiation or in the lzoguage of the culturs(s},
can be appropriate if the dimeasion is represeated :.n its cultural coatext,
emphasizing cultural ideals, norms, and issues.

An approved exchange/study abroad program. which meets the geaeral
criteria of the noa-Vestera requiremeats, may meet the cequirsments of the
Liberal Studies program.

An interaship can meet the requiremeats for 2 non-Festern course. A
research pager or a repart should be requu'ed that demnsmm lea.rm.ng
approgriate to the Non-Westera Culture critecia

Interdisciplinary courses that t.rea:. cultural issyes apart from the dominant

United States, Canada, Westera Eurnpe, New Zealand. and Australian cultures

ares eacouraged.

., qo=ee g0 comw.
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CZEX LIST — LIBERAL STUDIES ELETTIVES

Kaowisdge Area Critsria vhich the courss must aeet:
7 Trex concepts, thexes, and evests in suflicient depth to enable studeats to
appreciate the complezity, history, aad curreat implications of what is being
\/’smdied: and aot be mersiy cursory caverages oi lists of lopics.

Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practi-
tiogers of 2 discipline and explors citically the imporiast theories aad
principles presented by the discipiine. '

_\./.. Allow studeats to understand and apply the methods of inquiry aad
voczbulary commonly used in the discipline. .

—t Excourzge studeats o yse aad enhzaace, vherever possible, the composition
and marlematics szills built in the Skill Aceas of Liberai Studies.

Liberal Studies Elsciive Criteria vhich the course aust meet:

: _..‘./_ Meet the "Geaeral Criteria Which Appiy to All Libera! Studies Courses.”

/ -
_M Not 5e 2 techzaical, professional, or pre-grofessional course.

Explanatism: Appropriate courses are 3 be ctaracterized Dy
lesrning in its Sread, liberal sease rather thaa in the sense of
tecaniqus or professicnal proficiescy. For icstaocs, sssuming it met
all the ather criteria for Liberal Studies, a course in “Theater History®
might de appropriate, vwhile one in “The Craft of Set Coostructies”
prodadly would got: or, 2 course in “Modern American Poetry” might
de 2ppropriate, vhile cae in “New Tecaniques [or Tescling Writiog in
the Secsadary Schosis® prodably would sot; or, 3 course on “Mass
Media and American Society” might be appropriate, while one in
“Television Production Skills® probably would oo or, 2 course in
“Human Asatomy® might be appropriate, witile coe in “Strategies for
Biological Field Work® probably would got; or, acoursa in “Beginning
Freach® might be apprupriate, while one in “Practical Methods for
Professional Trans{ators” grobably would sot.

LS-2 Z2-3/33
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RS 110: WORLD RELIGIONS
Part One: Basic Information

Please refer to items checked.

Part Two: Liberal Studies Goals

A 1. The students are introduced to the variety of religious beliefs.
They will understand the raticnal basis for their belief, i.e.
why some religions regard the ultimate reality as a personal
being, other regards it as a non-personal principle. Some
affirms the value of this life, other places emphasis on life
after death. These and many other critical issues will be
discussed in this course.

A 2. Literacy is enhanced through the assigned reading, class
discussion, lecture. -

A 4. All major religions in the world are deeply rooted in the
history of their culture. To study the world religions
would certainly enhance historical consciousness of the
students.

A 6. One of the major concerns for all religions is value judgement.
All religions teach people to do good and to shun evil, however
good and evil are defined in that particular religion.

B. Religion is a major force which shaped the history of humankind.
Their political, economic and family systems are intimately
related to their religious belief. In order to understand a peaple

it is essential to know something about its religious faith.

Part Three: General Criteria For Liberal Studies
A. Periodic meetings among instructors and exchange syllabus.
B. Please see the syllabus.
C TPiease see the syllabus.
D. The World Religions course>has always been designed for general

students. It covers a broad area in various religious traditions.
This course is not intended as first course in a major sequence.

N i R et el and W SR
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E 1. Religion entails commitment. Mzany important ethical issues will be raised,
and the students will see how people use religion to justify their
ethical choices, i.e., abortion,prayer in public schcol, etc..

E 2. What is the meaning of life? Why do people suffer? All religions
offer some answers to these questions. The students will learn
to evaluate the solutions offered by each religion so that they
could make rational choices for themselves.

E 3. Through discussion, reading assignment, lecture.

e 4. Students are,encouraged to evaluate the teaching of the great
religious thinkers- Budcdha, Jesus, etc. TO examine the basis

for their teaching. The students are expected to learn to come
up with their own answer in religious matters.

E 5. Throughout their lives the students will be confronted with
critical issues in religion through news media, magazines. This
course will give the students the basic knowledge on which they
could continue to build after graduation.

E 6. The issues which are raised in class are intimately related to
the current euents, i.e., the recentcontroversy between
Salman Rushdie's "Satanic Verses" and Islam.

Part Four: Meeting the Criteria For the Curriculum Categorv

The attached syllabus does indicate how this course meets each
criterion checked.



