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. 1.| Introduction ta the academic study of religion _and to the ::

- Course Syllabus

RS|365 ': Native North American Religions ’ 3 cre&it hrs. ’

I. Catalogue Description:

An Introduction to the indigenocus religions of North
rica and +to the peoples who practice these rich and varied
roaches ta the sacred. This course not only examines major
igious themes and dimensions (myth, ritual, ethics, etc.), but * T
ludes an historical perspective on . " North Americanlnohmf*
eways. This perspective involves discussion of the clash with
o-American values and contemporary Native religious responses
social crisis and change. .

Course Objectives: o -

1. To introduce students to the traditional beliefs
practices of Native North Americans.

2. To show how the unity and diversity of tribal
religions reflect the geograpnic and cultural ~- unity and
diversity of North America. ' :

3. To increase students' appreciation for the
tinuity and vwvitality of Native ©North American religions
ough the study of historical and contemporary accounts.

4. To assist students 1in refining their critical
lls by exploring the ways in which the development and
acter of Native North American religians caompare: and
trast. with that of the Western or Judeo-Christian complex.

to delineate the consequences and implications of the
continuing differences in our world views.

8 To broaden and deepen students' appreciation for
ernative ways of being religious, of apprehending the natural
world, and of living in North America. And to introduce them,
ough the extensive use of texts by Native North Americans,to

scholarship and literary expression of a non-Western culture.

III. Course Outliﬁe:

Introduction

distinctive -character of Native North __American religions as - .-

. "lifeways". Survey aqf Native North _American tribes and = - --
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Learning to Live in the Wérld -
2. Caosmagony, cosmology, and sacred geography.
3. Traditional religious education
a.0ral culture and the message of the myth.
b.Learning from the Elders.

Lifa Sustaining Practices
(Pravexr, Song, Arz., Dance, and Lauchter)

4. The path of life: Rituals from birth to death.

§. Hunting and planting ceremonies.

- Areie diom oe  wms s se wmeme e e oe - em

6. Medicine and healing: Cross tribal studies of shamanism.

7. The importances of laughte:; Mythic tricksters and ritual
clowns. . :

The Crisis of Religious Belief

é. The‘European invasion, and the loss of life and land.

3. New religious movements. N

The Surwival and Continuity of Traditional Lifewavs:
’ Three Cases

10. The Navaja.
11. The Ojibwe.

12. The Ircquaois.

IV. Evaluation Methods:' Y eqeally we wed erecises (Q5% on.)

1. Three exams including multiple choice, short answer
and essay questions.

2. One written assignment: §-7 pg. research paper on a
specific aspect of religion from within a specific <tribe.
Students will be encouraged +to follow their own interests but a
list of suggested topics is provided. (eg.: The Significance of
Navajo Sandpainting; The Female Puberty Ritual of the Apacies;
The Trickster Character in Ojibwe Mytholagy.)




v. Required Textbooks:

1.| Peggy V. Beck and Anna L. Walters, The Sacred- Wavs of

. Kngwledce, Sources of Life, Navajoc Community College Press, 1984.

2.|John (Fire) Lame Deer and Richard Erdaes (interpreter), Lame

~Degr: Seeker of Visions, several publishers and editions.

VI Supplementary Materials and Activities:

Films, slides, tape recordings, and traditional and

. contemporary works of Native North American art will be

I

presented. Whenever practicable, ield trips to local sacred
sites, museums and pow-wows will be organized. Native American

' speakers will be invited to address classes and answer questions

regarding their contemporary experiences and 1nterpretations of
traditional lifeways. .
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mleet more thac one. As yau checX thex off, please indiczte whether you caasider - {
them ta be primacy or secsadacy goals of the czurce. [Far sz==ple, 3 Ristory caurss .
mizat assuge “hiswricel cansciousness” acd “acauiring 2 bedy of Znowviedge®asits . -
primacy goals, butit might alsa ezhaace inquiry skills or literzcy or [iprary skills.]
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Liberal Studies Sorm — 3 IR
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A. If tiis is 2 zultiple-seczion. =uitigle-insteuciar course, thers shouiid e 1 basic
equivalezcy (thougk not gecssszsily uniformity) amang the sections in such
t2ings os abjectves, cantezt, rstignmants, 20d evaluation. Nate: this shicuid aat
be intergreted ta meaa that all professars must make e same assigazents or
teacl the same 7ay: degarizexts are encsurzged ta develop their courzes tg
allow the flexibiiity whick caztsibutes tg imagiaative, comaitted leaching and
cagitalizes on the streaagehs of individual facuity.

N

CERL I

Th=t ars the stralegies S22 your dezz=rizent vill gse tg z==are th=t
basic eguivalency exiztz? Examples might be the eswplisimest of
: degartments! guidelines, 3ssignment of regsonsitiiity o a coordizating
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meetingzsameong iastucars, 26c,
- O
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. . -
P

: B. LizeraiSwudies courses must izcludethe serspectivesand coniributions of ethaic
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Liberal sStudies Course Appraoval Fora : Explanations

Rs 3635 ., Native ?orth American Religions

PART ONE: BasIC INFORMATION

Please refer ta items checked.

PART TWO: LIBERAL STUDIZS GOALS

:

Al. Students are intraoduced +to the character, content and
development of Native Norzth American religions through readings,
resgarch, lecturses and presentations. Thevy are required +¢g
analyze complex svystams of beliefs and pPractices within
individual tribes and to svnthesiza this ""mater:ial thrcugh the
sTudy of common inter-tribal reiigious themes. They are further
encsuraged to compare and contrast these themes with' those of the
Prevailing religions/cultures of the U.S. and Canada.

R R A

A2. | Litsracvy is enhanced through readin ,
o1 =1

E ) lecture, d;scussion,
researcli, and writtan assignmencts,

!

AZ. [N.aA.

A4. |Please see Course Description andg Svllabus. This course
inclydes, as a major focus, discussion or historical events——
notably the European colonization of North America -- which have
transformed the facs of Native North American life and religion.
Réli ious responses to social crisis and change are emphasized
tbromghout the course and are discussed in denth during the final
third of the semester,

A5. |N.A. _
Al. In exploring Native North American religions one studies
cgmprehensive lifeways and is confronted bv ethical standards and
Pracjices which pervade the lives of adherents and the social
Strugtures that these Peovle have creacted. The values of Native
North Americans -- especially values related to the elderly, to
women, to warfare, to leadersnin, and ro the natural world--
iZZer both in kiné and in emphasis f=om the Westeran or Judeo-
Cirisgian ethic. Students will therefore be raquired not only to
discaver the values of another culture but to compare these
‘forelign' values to their own. And they will be encouraged to

m3ke sensjitive judgments regarding the appropriate application of - -
cdmpering ethical systems. . Tt o )

Aé. t, dance, song, and story-telling are integral Lo Native TUTe LT
Narta| American religions. In this religious complek, aesthetic e i
mades | of thinking and expression provide ;he_maig~;venu§s whereby _ "7 Tt TT
the sacred is accessed and communicated. " " Therefore’” students TTTTTTETTO

fyemeaeinn.

cemam .o

oz P e d
o L R TT T
b T

- . BT a e e e TS T T W e ‘-.’:.-.."3-;"'-;‘:_‘.?;.&"".’?.‘:"—..——- %

T T TR LM s T\ o t e ey Sre e ———  oas PSR e e T




© S NIV, -Y

~ .
.

must become familiar with these creative arts if they'are to
understand Native North American spirituality.

B. Given the reality of the course of the European colonization
af. the Americas 't 1is, perhans, self-evident to say that Euro-
Americans have neglected <o appreciate the value of Native
American lifeways. While many non-Native Americans express an
tinterest' 1in tIndians', we often fail <to Trealize that our
prevailing culture has largely ignored the profound knowledge and
jinsignt that Native Americans have regarding this land. Any
persaon who begins his/her study of American histary, culture and
religious development with Columbus's voyage has neglected
centuries of human activity in the Western hemisphere and left a
large hole in his/her education. By opening themselves to an
understanding of Native North American religion students may not
only acguire an essential body of knowledge regarding this
continent but through comparison and contrast with their own
religious heritages and cultural jdentities they may increase
their self understanding as well.

c. N.A.

D1. tudents are required to make use of the library for their
resears assignment.

-

D2. N.A.

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES

Al. This may be -a multiple section course but will be offered by
* a single instzuctor.

B The syllabus indicates that. this course addresses the
contributions of ethnic and racial minorities. As regards the
contribution of women, close attention is paid to a balanced
regresentation of women's religious experience. Particular areas
to be addressed inclucde the role of women as religious
specialists, women's rituals, leadersnip roles of women in Native
Nor+h American society, the artistic contributions of women, and

the role of matriarchal figures in Native North American
narratives. :

c. Please see the syllabus.

D. This is not only an introductory course in Native North
- American religions but is, currently, the only offering of the

department in this area. It is designed to meet the needs and

jnterests of majors and non-majors.

El1. Please see A6.

E2. Please see Al.




E3.| Please see A2.

E4.
!c:eFtive raole models in the figures aof Native North American

‘mythical characters, religicus specialists and leaders. They
will be encouraged to develop an appreciaticn for the
intlellectual, artistic and moral creativity of these
representative figures.

ES. Students-will be provided with a bibliograpay and introduced
to media and personal resources (please see syllabus, Part VI)
thriough which they may continue their study of this subject.
Puznther, it should be noted that the issues addressed in any
‘academic study of religion are ones that involve students in the
most profound questions of existence. It is assumed that they
'will, throughout their lives, continue to explore the questions
of meaning and value which are raised in this class. Finally, by
introducing students to unfamiliar religious concepts and
c-ices, one hopes not to satisty but to pique their
allectual curiosity. °~ Ian this particular case, one hopes to
engthen their interest in and appreciation for the Native
!pe ples of North America who are, and will continue to be, their
| neighbors. -

This course is concerned with contemporary “as well as
torical Native Nor+th Americans and their religious experience.
licitly, it atzempts to de-fossilize percentions of Native
=icans and to stress the living reality of their religious
itage. Currently, traditional t>ibal religions are
eriencing a renaissance in many areas and Native Americans are
continuing to develop what they call a 'Pan-Indian' culture and
spirituality. Native North Americans are constantly struggling
to|re—assert not only their cultural identity but their rigat to
religious freedom under the U. S. Constitution. At this writing,
thére are several court cases in progress conceraing +the rights
' of| Native Americans to ret-=ieve their sacred objects and the
bones of their ancastors from museums and to have unrestricted

actess to their sac-ed sitas. A case wnich is currently before
: Supreme Court will determine whether or not members of the
' Nakive American Church will retain their right to use peyote in
| their religious rituals. The subject matter of this course is,
‘ in| short, of curiﬁnt and immediate concern.

PART FQOUR: MEETIﬁG TEE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY

THe syllabus indicates how this course meets each criterion
caecked.

dae e | . o o - . ———
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Please see A7. Additionally, students will be exposed to




Course Analysis Questionnaire
RS 363: Native Nor<h American Religions

Sec=ion A: Details of the Course

Al. This course will count taoward the Religious Studies major
and minor out will not be reguired for eitaer. It is designed
for inciusion in the Liberal Sstudies, Non-westerz, Eleczive
catagory and will meet the needs of non-maiors as well as majors.
Like otaer RS 300 jevel courses this course does not require a
prerequisite and will be open to all undergraduates. Within the
deparzaent this course serves to introduce students to the
reiigion of a geographical and cultural area in which we have,
neretcoraere, had no offerings.

A2. This course joes not regquire changes in any other courses OT
programs in the department. ’

A3. This coursa f5llows the rraditional type of offering oy the
depar=ient —-- i.e., 2 non-sec<arian approaca to religion offered

.in tae typical lecture/discussion formax.

A4. This course has never been ofiesred at IT? pefore 1in any
P -
Lora.

A3, This course is not intended to be dual level.

A6. This course is not to bpe taken for variapie credit.

A7. Similar  course are offersed at jnstitutions of higher

education acraoss the countsv. Scome o©of <these institutions
inciude: University of Arizona, University of Northern Arizona,

University of Ccalifornia at Santa Barnara and Boston University.
Please see course descriptions below:

University of Arizona: Rel. 330: Native American Religious
Traditions. "

nworld views and religious thougnt presented +hrough the
arz, architecture, literature, music, mythology, ritual and

folklore of representative tribes of Native Americans.”
The University of Arizona also offers higher level courses

in specialized topics -— €.9.. Rel. 435: Problems in Native
American Traditions. .

University of Northera Arizona: Rel. 380: Nactive American
Religions.

"american Indian Reiigious Traditions £vom pre-Columbian
rimes to the present and the caonvergencse of some of these in the
southwest.” '
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would econilict with Dresent courses in Chainese or Indian . e
reilgions. o . . -

Z nave contacztad t2e apprcpriata representatives in botk the
Geat=acny Department and the Deparzaent of Sacioclagy and
sgalagy and we all feel that an incIease in cgu-se cfferings
in Nacive North American scudies is both appropriacte and highly .
iwagle. Further, We look forward to coggeraticn among our I S
G:sciplines and, in facs. would plan to cToss-ilist RS 383 with . ' L
scciology and Anthropelogy. Slease see the attached letlers f-om
» 3allas (GeogTanny) and Dr. Snyder (Seciolagy and
Angaropoiogy) under Miscsllangous. -

g Note: The Deparzmeat of History has, on accasion, offared a
 eourse on toe History arf the Indians of Norzh America through its
. 481 or Special Studies jn History listing. As with Geograpny and
. So¢iclogy and Antarsgolcgy we see 1o eonflict in content but a
Tpctential for a complementary’ ralationsnip should their course be
. offered again. :

B4l No seats 1in this cousse will be aade available to students
i in| continuing education. .

Selc=ign C: I= leman=z2tian -

ci. Rescurcses
a. No new €aculeTyT are neaded.

p. Current sgacs allocationg are adsguats.

c. No special equipment is needed.

d. Nao laporatary supplies are neaded. .

e. Library materials are just adequate but the holdings of
the University Libraries in the general area of Native
American Studies are in need of upgrading.

£. No need for travel funds is anticipated.

| cb. No resources are funded by a grant.
r 3 - 11 waBnatiy | £ 3 . “Q
CgC This cgurse Wl.. prcoacLy Qe agffareqd every hi|Cdsemester.

Ck. One section of the caourse will be offered initially but this
may oe jnc-eased to two sectlons i scudent interest warTants.

! gs. "élf; stadents will pe acccmmodated in a sec=ion. This
dumbezr is not limit=as by availaple resourcsas.

¢5. Nao saclety recommends enrollment limits.

~CT This course will not be a cusviculum requirement.
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UCS3: RS 14: Introduction to Native American Studies.

"This course is designed as an introduction to the

¢gontribution that Native American religions make to the general

;tﬁd? af religicn. Metapnysical and pnilosaopnical aspects of
or<h American Native culture. Major concents aof belief %vstems,

geiigion and medicine. Theories of balance, harmony, kno&ledge,

power, ritual and ceremony.”

UCSB also offars a variety of advanced studies, bath at the

uncergraduate and graduate levels, in Native Norzh American

H
(1]
.-
]
n
(RS
(8]
e}
1]

Unti recently Boston University offered coursework in

ative Norzth American Religions througn the University
rofassors' Program. These courses were c-oss-listed with .
eiigious Studies and Anthropoiagy. B.U. does not offer these e
Jurses at present because the resident expert in Native North
erican traditions moved to SUNY at Buffalio.

A3. cursas in Native Yorti American Religions are rzcsamendad
v the American Academv of Reliigious Studies whnich includes a
Native American Religions Traditions Consultation. - Further,
SHART, the Socieny Ior the Study of Native American Reiigious
Traditions, both encourages course offzsrings i Native Norz:

erican Religicns anéd acts as a central resourcse group for

Th2 content of this course is sufs
5 o as tc make inclusion in any other Religigus Studies csurse (RS

iciently complexz and broad
- ot .l
Q0, 1.Q, for example) impracTticable and inappropriaca.

acvion 3: Interdisciplinarvy Imnlications
1. This course will be taught bv one instructor.

{

|

t

|

| .

| 2. Additional or corellary courses are not neeced at present
‘ 1d none are currently anticipated.
i

3. This ccourse would ccmplement rather than caonflict with the
ourse orfferings of other dJ&eparztaents in the general area of
ative Norzh American Studies. Currently two such courses are
fZared on a regular basis: )

GZ 431: Geograpny of American Indians, and AN 314: Ethnology
Nor<h American Indians. GE 431 deals with the historical and
ltural geagrapny of Norzth America, discussing patteras of
pulation, resources, land use and settlemenc. It deals with
eiigious beliefs, especially as they relate to the land, only in
tangantial wav. Likewise, AN .314 concentrates, approbriately
nogug, on- nistorical, functional and ecslogical concepts as .
discoverad and interpretad througih ethnogracnic studias. RS 363 . - .. .-
jouié not conflict with these course .offarings anymore than-- .-,
sgurses in the geograpny or ethnolcgy af. -the Asian continent . — ---

-
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- . . . . ..

would conflict wita present courses in Chinese or Indian LT

reiigions. ‘ ) =

+ have contacted the appropriata representatives in both the

Geaogracny Departnment and the Departaent of Sociclegy and ° R

Antarspclogy and we all feel that an inc-ease in course offerings
in Native Northn American studies is both appropriate and highly
desiranle. Further, we look forward to cooperation among our
disciplines and, in fact, would plan to crass-list RS 363 with
Sociolagy and Anthropoiogy. Please see the attached letters from

r. Ballas (Geograpay) and Dr. Snyder (Sociology and
Anthrooaliogy) under Miscelilanegus. .

Note: The Department of History has, on cccasion, offered a
course on the HisTory of the Indians of North America through its
481 or Special Studies in History listing. As with Geograpny and
Sociclogy and Anthropoliogy we see no conflic*® in content but a
potential for a complementary relationsnip should their course be
gffered again.

B4. No seats in this . course wiil be mace availaple to students
i in continuing education. »

i

Seczion C: Izclemenzation -

Ci. Rescurces
. a. No new faculty are needed.

b. Current spaca allocationg are adeguate.

c. No special equipment is needed.

d.  No laboratory supplies are neaded. .

e. Library materials are just adequate but the holdings of
the University Libraries in the general area of Native
American Studies are in need of upgrading.

£. No need for travel funds is anticipated.

c2. No resources are funded by a grant.
- ; ‘4 e s PO ted
c2. This course will prooanly pe gffared every -’ h|Cdsemester.

C4. One section of the course will be offered initially but this
may be increased to two sections if student interes< warrants.

s. "élf; students will be accommodated in a section. This
number is not limited by availaple resources.

c5. No society reconmends enrcilment limits.

~¢c7. This course will not be a curriculum requirement.

-
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7
* Section D: Miscellaneous
3 The contact person for the proposed course, Dr. Theresa
| Smith, received her Ph.D. from Boston University in Religious
! Studies in the area of Myth Studies/Philaosopny of Religion with
| specialization and dissertation research in Native North American
Religions. She has conducted and will continue ta participate . in
language and field studies with the Qjibwe peopie of Northern
+ Ontario. She 1s a member of the Society for the Study of Native
i erican Religious Tradition and has just published an articie,
- "Qjiowe Persons: Toward a Phenomenoclagy of an American Indian
Life-World" in The Journal of Phenomenoiogical Psvchologv.
1 Re: Item 383, please see the attached letters from Dr.
'~ Ballas and Dr. Sayder.
l
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.\)’*// ) Department cf Cecgmachy and Recicnal Jlanning . i o w
. Indiana Univermiey of Pennsyivama . . : . Ll !

2 Leonard Fail . S ’

Indiana, Pennsyivania 1S7CS-1C87 C S

(#12) 357-2250 October 27, 1989

ifﬁjTjED &c Whom It May Concerx:

Dr. Therssa Smith of the IUP Department of Philosaophy &
Religious Studies has told me about a course she is promcsing
on "Native American Religion". American Indian (or "Native
American”) religion and philosophy are two of Dr. Smith's major:
areas of interest, in research and in teaching. ) -

T would certainly be very much in favor of such a course
being taught by Dr. Smith here at IUP. Although I "touch”
rather briefly on a £aw, selected aspects of religion in my
course on the "Geograpnvy of the American Indians”, those topics
are not a major part of my course, and I see no conflict with
the course being prcposad by_?:ofessc: Smith. .

I have taucht my csurse on the Geograchv of the American
; Indians aporoximataly every thixd semester for the past fiZtsen
years or so. IUP also has course in tle archaeology, ethnology,
ané histsrv of "Native Americans". Tie ccursa proposad kv Therssa
Smis=h woulé nicelv "round out" that group of courses, ané give
our students a very brcad and intsgrataed selection o coursaes
on American Indians. : '

I would cer=ainly welcome the new coursea on Vative American
Religion being proposad by Dr. Therssa Smita. '

CY Sincersly,
5 - Py
JI;ij/é ﬁiﬂlg@/
. Dr. Donald J. Ballas -
. . Geography & Regionali-Planning
IuPp
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- SUBJECT: RS 363 'Native North American Religions

FROM: Dr. Kay Savder, Chawr ; ,44//’{/

Secwolegy- Anthropology Department
4

Dr. Laureace Sruckman. Aathropolegy Cescdinator
Sociology-Antarcpolegy Department Vé‘zw %LQWU\. T

DATE: December 11, 1989 '

TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCZRN

We have recantly received the teatauve course proposal RS 363 "Native
Nor:h Americal Religinns” from Dr, Thecesa Smith of the TUP Department of
Phiicsopav and Religicus Studies. We have reviewed the syllabus and found
it to be an imperiaat and gecessary new course at [UP. It s strong focus on
traditicnai celigious beliefs, mvth, and Native American revitalization
movements makas ithe course aspeciallv valuatle to antiropology majocs as
 weil as liperal studies in geseral. The selectad case studies concerning the

© Navaio. Qjiowe. and iroquois apgpear to be an 2xcailent choics and will be
vaiuabie to our summer acrchaenicgy iield sciool studeats.

We offer 2 course AN 314/30 314 Etanolezy of North American Indians
every spring semester and have doge so for tweaty years. However, we see
no conflicy, either in content or scheduling with this proposed course. In fact,
we have discussed the possibilitv of cross listing this course as AN 363.

Our only concern is one of scheduling. W= hope to remain in contact on a
yearty basis with Dr. Smith so that this course is not offered the same
semester as our own course on Native American Ethnology. If we can
provide agy further information. please call.

KS:LX/slr




