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CURRICULUM PROPOSAL COVER SHEET
University-wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

I. Title/Author of Change

3

Course/Program Title: PC 345

Suggested 20 Character Course Title: Human Cognition
Department: pPsvchology

Contact Person: D.E. Grover

II. If a course, is it being proposed for:

X Course Revision/Approval only

Course Revision/Approval and Liberal Studies
Approval

Liberal Studies Approval Only (course previously
has been approved by the University Senate)

III. Approvals

'gﬂu//{jfadn& Z;Myé:”é
Department of Psychology Départment of Psychology

Curriculum Committee Chairperson

College of Natura%géciences College of Natural Sciences
and Math Curriculum and Math Dean
Committee :

Director of Liberal Studies Provost (where applicable)
(where applicable)

*College Dean must consult with Provost before approving
curriculum changes. Approval by College Dean indicates that
the proposed change is consistent with long range planning
documents, that all requests for resources made as part of
the proposal can be met, and that the proposal has the
support of the university administration.

IV. Timetable

Date Submitted Semester to be Date to be
to LsC: implemented: published
in Catalog:

- . to UWUCC:
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PC 345 INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN COGNITION

In. COURSE OUTLINE
TentativeScheduleof Topics
ApproximatePercentageof Time
A. lntroduction: Approachesto Cogaition 15%

1. BehavioristTradition
2. Information Processing Tradition
3. Connectionism

B. Acquiring Information Aboutthe World 18%
1. Auention
2. Perception
3. Learning

C. Representation of Knowledge 18%

1. Memory Systems
2 Memory Processes
3. Concepts and Images

D.Language 15%

1. Structure of Language
2. LanguageAcquisition
3. Comprehension

E. Thinking 18%

1. Problem Solving
2. Reasoning
3. Judgment & Choice

F. IntelligentBehavior 15%

1. Models of Human Intelligence
2, Becoming an Expert
3.Creativity

IV.EVALUATION

Students will be evaluated on the basis of their performance on thefollowing activities: Exams, Out
of class assignments, exercises and class participation.

Exams: Both in class and take-home exams will be used to evaluate your mastery of the course
content. Theformat (e.g. multiple choice, essay) and the type of exam will be announced in class
beforethe scheduled exam date. Examswill coverrelevant lecture material and readings assigned.
Unitexams are not specifically designed tobe cumulative, however, in covering later topicsfrequent
reference will bemadeto earlier material, making thismaterial relevant tothese exams. The optional
final exam willbe cumulative,

75% of final grade
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Out of Class Assignments: A variety of assignments requiring written products will be made. All
assignments are due at the end of class on the dates indicated on the syllabus. Unless special
arrangements are made with the instructor prior to the due date, late assignments will be penalized
10% of the possible points for that assignment each elapsed day.

15% of final grade

Exercises and Class Participation: Students are expected to participate in class discussions and in
class exercises designed to illustrate major concepts presentedin the course.
10% of final grade

Optional Final Exam: Students may chosetotakea comprehensive final if they are failing ortheir
scores place them within 10% of a higher grade. The results of this exam will be used to determine if
the higher grade will be awarded.

Each component will be assigned a point value asindicated. Final grades in the course will be based
onthe total number of points earned during the semester. The scale below is provided as a guide for
thestudent.

A=90% +; B =80-89%; =70-79%; D = 65-68%
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¥i. No Special Resources are needed.
Yil. Bibliography
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Course Analysis: PC 345 Introduction to Human Ctzgnitibn

Section A- Detaile of the couree

A1 This course is intended to intrcduce students the range of topics addressed in madern cegnitive psychology. In
aadition studsnits will be familierized with a variety of paradigms for the study of human cagnition and the methods
typically used to study research questicns in this important speciality. The ccurse will mest a reauirement for the
Psychology Iajor. The course is not intenged for inclusion as a Liberai Studies eletctive.
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Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705

Date: May 7, 1993
To: Dr. Hilda Richards
Provost

From: William G. Cale \) @/ AK

Dean, NS&M

Subject: Curriculum Proposals

Attached please find several curriculum proposals submitted by
departments in the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
Program changes for the BS in Education/Biology, BS in Geology, BS
in Environmental Geoscience, BA in Psychology, and BA in
Psychology/Applied Track, will not require an increase in the
number of credits required or faculty workload hours.

Similarly, the proposed new courses do not necessitate additional
resources. Those courses, BI 450/550 Pymatuning: Field Studies,
MA 320 Mathematics for Early Childhood, PC 315 Experimental
Developmental Psychology, PC 335 Experimental Social Psychology, PC
345 Human Cognition, PC 355 Animal Behavior, PC 356 Biopsychology,
PC 390 Industrial- Organizational Psychology, PC 425 Experimental
Organizational Psychology, are proposed in place of courses earlier
deleted, courses previously offered as Special Topics, or as an
alternative choice between laboratory or lecture versions of
existing offerings. There will be no increase in the number of
credits required and present faculty are well qualified to teach
the proposed courses.




