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Syllabus of Record

ECED 314 Creative Experiences to Enhance Literacy Acquisition

L Catalog Description

ECED 314 Creative Experiences to Enhance Literacy Acquisition (3¢-01-3cr)
3 class hours
0 lab hours
3 credits

Prerequisite: Admission to [UP Early Childhood/ Elementary Education Teacher Certification Program
Designed to provide teacher candidates with the knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate creative
music, art, movement and play activities into the comprehensive early childhood curriculum. Integration
of creative experiences designed to enhance literacy acquisition will be emphasized, as will the
historical, theoretical and research base for the integration of creative experiences into the curriculum.
Students will engage in supervised field experiences during which they will engage preschool students
in literacy focused creative experiences. Eight hours of service learning focusing on early literacy
acquisition are a requirement of this course.

IL

Course Objectives

At the completion of this course students will be able to:

a. Articulate the value of the arts in early childhood, both as important ends in

themselves and as tools for success in other areas (NAEYC Standard 4C2;
INTASC Principles 1,2,3,4,5,6,& 7; PDE IIB, IIC)

. Demonstrate competence in using play as a foundation for young children’s

learning from infancy through the primary grades and in maintaining a safe
play environment for children of all ages. (NAEYC Standard 4b; INTASC
Principles 1,2,3,4,5,6,& 7; PDE IIA, IIB, IIC)

. Define priorities for high-quality, meaningful arts experiences in early

childhood and share ways to involve families in children’s creative play and
aesthetic experiences (NAEYC Standard 2 and 4C2; INTASC Principles
1,2,3,4,5,6,& 7; PDE IIB, IIC)

. Use their own knowledge and other resources to design, implement, and

evaluate meaningful creative experiences that promote comprehensive

development and learning outcomes for all young children (NAEYC Standard

4d; INTASC Principles 1,2,4,5 & 7; PDE IA, IIA, 1IB)
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e. Integrate developmentally appropriate and effective aesthetic experiences into
all aspects of the curriculum to influence young children’s learning NAEYC
Standard 4b; INTASC Principles 1, 2, 3,4,5,6, & 7; PDE IIA, IIB, IIC)

f. Demonstrate skill in selecting and adapting bias-free, culturally relevant
learning materials that support learning by all children (NAEYC Standard 4b,
INTASC Principle 3; PDE IIA, IIB, IIC)

g. Use appropriate, responsible assessment tools and approaches. (NAEYC
Standard 3; INTASC Principle 8; PDE ID, IIB)

Course Outline

Week 1:
3 hrs

Weeks 2 &3:
6 hrs

Week 4:
3 hrs

Weeks 5 & 6:

6 hrs

Week 7:

3 hrs

Week 8:
3 hrs

Introduction and course overview

Defining a creative experience

Promoting literacy through creative experiences

Critical observation as a component of authentic assessment

Theories about, and developmental stages of, play

Play and creative experiences in early childhood from an historical
perspective

Froebel’s perspective on creativity in the early childhood classroom

Incorporating music into the early childhood classroom
Developmental stages of music development
Early childhood music standards

Mid-term exam

Purposefully incorporating the visual arts into the early childhood
curriculum

Developmental stages of artistic development

Early childhood visual arts standards

Examining early childhood curriculum models that effectively
integrate aesthetic experiences: Reggio Emilia, Creative Curriculum; the
Project Approach

Creating a safe environment for young children that promotes play
and creativity
Promoting family participation in children’s play and creative experiences

Weeks 9 & 10 Creative experiences in the inclusive, bias-free classroom

6 hrs

Assessment and evaluation in the arts
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Advocating for the inclusion of play and creative experiences in early
childhood classrooms

Weeks11 — 14 Field Experiences and assignments

12 hrs Observe music and art classes at PDS site
Observe movement and dance class at PDS site
Engage children in creative activities
Complete parent involvement assignment

Final Exam: Presentation of electronic portfolio entries demonstrating accomplishment
2 hrs of course objectives and progress in achieving professional early
childhood teacher preparation standards

Evaluation Methods

A

Two Lesson and/or Activity Plans 20%

Each student will plan, implement and evaluate two creative experiences in a preschool
classroom in the PDS districts. These experiences will be in conjunction with their
EDUC 342 Pre-Student Teaching II course.

Parent Involvement Component 20%

An advocacy project designated by the instructor will involve students in designing,
implementing and/or evaluating an effective project to promote family participation in
children’s play and creative experiences with a strong focus on literacy acquisition. Eight
hours of service learning will be a requirement of this component of the course.

Written Reflections on Course Readings 20%
Open-ended questions will be given to guide students in synthesizing, evaluating, and
reflecting on the assigned readings for each class.

Mid-Term Exam 10%.

Final Exam 10%

Each student will provide the professor with a copy of his/her electronic portfolio
containing entries of choice demonstrating course work that assisted the student in
meeting the designated NAEYC Standards.

Web Site Reviews 10%

Reviewing web sites for teachers, parents and children and evaluating the effectiveness of
these sites in promoting creative play and aesthetic experiences designed to enhance a
child’s literacy acquisition.

Participation 10%
Includes attending all scheduled class sessions and contributing to class discussions



V. Grading Scale

360-400 A
320-359 B
280-319 C
240-279 D
Below 240 F

VI.  Attendance Policy
Three hours of absence are allowable. If the student must miss a class session beyond
these three hours he/she must provide documented evidence of illness or family
emergency to the professor and schedule a meeting with the professor to make
arrangements to fulfill the requirements for the course.

X. Required Reading

Isenberg, J.P. & Jalongo, M. R. (1997). Creative expression and play in early childhood.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall

Selected journal articles related to creative experiences and their influence on literacy
acquisition in the early childhood classroom

XI. Special Resource Requirements
None
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A.

Course Analysis Questionnaire

ECED 314: Creative Experiences to Enhance Literacy Acquisition

Details of the Course

Al.  This course is required for students in the ECED/ELED blended
certification program. ECED 312 Aesthetic Experiences for Young Children and
ECED 315 Development and Learning through Play are being deleted and this
course, a combination of the two, has been designed to: eliminate overlap in
course content within the major and streamline the program so that additional
courses focused on the teaching of reading can be incorporated into the 120 cr.
hrs.

A2.  This will be a required course and will replace two currently required
courses: ECED 312 Aesthetic Experiences for Young Children offered in
Professional Sequence I and ECED 315 Development and Learning through Play.
There is no course content being eliminated. This course will be required as part
of Professional Sequence I so that the required field experiences can be integrated
into EDUC 242 Pre-Student Teaching I, another course required in this sequence.

A3. No, this course, as written, has not been offered previously.
Ad4. No, this is not a dual-level course.
AS5. No, this course may not be taken for variable credit.

A6  Yes, other institutions preparing early childhood educators offer similar
courses.

Clarion University - ECH 235 Creativity in Early Childhood Curriculum
Millersville — ELED 315 Creative Experiences

SUNY Potsdam — EDUC 303 Learning Through Sensory and Creative
Experiences

A7. The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC),
as a program accreditation requirement, does require evidence that teacher
candidates integrate their understanding of “developmentally effective approaches
to teaching and learning” and “their knowledge of academic disciplines to design,
implement, and evaluate experiences that promote positive development and
learning for all children.” (NAEYC Standard IV) NAEYC Standards for Early
Childhood Professional Preparation Iand IV specifically refer to the need for
candidates to be able to articulate priorities for high-quality, meaningful arts
experiences in early childhood, across a developmental curriculum.
Fundamentally, the well-prepared early childhood professional candidate’s
“knowledge and understanding of young children’s characteristics and needs
encompasses multiple interrelated areas of children’s development and learning —
including physical, cognitive, social, emotional, language, and aesthetic domains,
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play, activity, and learning processes, and motivation to learn — and is supported
by coherent theoretical perspectives and current research (NAEYC Standard I).

Interdisciplinary Implications

Bl1.
B2.
B3.
B4.

This course will be taught only by a professor in the PSE Dept.
This course has no relationship to courses in other departments
This course will not be cross-listed

Seats in this course will not be made available to students in
the School of Continuing Education.

Implementation

Cl1.

C2.

C3.

C4.

Cs.

Ce.

C7.
C8.

Faculty resources are adequate. This course is part of the re-designed
Early Childhood Education program of study. The number of Early
Childhood Education course hours offered each semester does not increase
because of this course. The preparation and equated workload for this
course assignment is 1:1. This course will need to be taught by a faculty
member whose area of expertise is Early Childhood Education.

There are no other resources required for this course. Student field
experiences are already established in EDUC 242 Pre-Student Teaching I
Travel costs are covered in that course and not a burden of this new
course.

Materials needed by students for teaching lessons will be available in the
newly established Early Childhood Resource Library, funded by the Heinz
Endowment.

No. Student access to the Resource Library, while beneficial, is not
essential to this course.

This course will be offered each spring semester to accommodate all
students declaring early childhood education as their major. It will be part
of Professional Sequence I, the first step in the 3-Step Process for teacher
certification.

It is anticipated that only one section of this course will be offered each
spring.

This course can accommodate 25-30 students. More than this number
would defeat the cohort concept and would make future field placements
in the professional development school sites impossible. If the number of
students requesting the course should move over 30 we would need to
restrict enrollment in the early childhood program of study or create an
additional professional development school site.

Enrollment not limited by professional society.
This is not a distance education course.
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