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Part Il. Description

1. Catalog Description

Minor — Political Science 18
Required Courses:

PLSC 101 World Politics 3cr.
PLSC 111 American Politics 3cr.
Electives:

Any four courses in PLSC, at least one of which must be at the 300 level or higher 12 cr.
2. a. Table comparing old and new programs

Old PLSC minor 15 New PLSC Minor 18
Required Courses: Required Courses:

PLSC 101 World Politics 3cr. PLSC 101 World Politics 3cr.
PLSC 111 American Politics 3cr. PLSC 111 American Politics 3cr.

Controlled Electives:

Three additional PLSC courses 9cr.

Controlled Electives:

Four additional PLSC courses, at least one of
which must be at the 300 level or higher. 12 cr.

2. b. Associated course changes

None.

2. c. Rationale for change

An 18 credit minor, with the requirement that at least one course must be at the 300 level or above, will
deepen the student’s knowledge of political science and therefore be more useful to students in their

future careers.




Part lll. Implementation

1. How will the proposed revision affect students already in the existing program?

With some qualifications, students are under the catalog requirements existing at the time they entered
IUP or at the time they change majors. (“Undergraduate Catalog Applicability Time Frame,”
Undergraduate Catalog 2012-2013, p. 43.) Therefore the proposed revision will not affect students
already enrolled at IUP. The revised requirements will apply to new applicants for the minor who enroll
under the 2013-2014 Undergraduate Catalog or later.

2. Are faculty resources adequate?

Yes.

3. Are other resources adequate?

Yes.

4. Do you expect an increase or decrease in the number of students? How will the department adjust?

We hope for an increase. If that occurs, we will increase the frequency of offerings of 100 and 200 level
courses, since these will bear most of the weight of the minor, with a corresponding decrease in the
frequency of offerings of other courses. We will then monitor overall frequency as need arises.

Part IV. Periodic Assessment

1. Evaluation plan

Evaluation of the minor will be part of the department’s five year review process. The minor will be
judged according to its usefulness and attractiveness to its intended audience. The department will
conduct an email survey of its listed minors in Political Science and International Studies for input on
how the minors could be strengthened.

2. Frequency of evaluation



It will be evaluated as part of the department’s five year review.

3. Evaluating entity

The department serving as a committee of the whole, working from a draft written by the most recent
previous Chair of Political Science.

Part V. Course Proposals

Not applicable.

Part VI. Letters of Support

Not necessary.



