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Explanation of Revisions to Liberal Studies Information Packet

Criteria for Liberal Studies curriculum categories and courses are being added and/or
revised to address the revisions made to the Liberal Studies curriculum, the revised
Liberal Studies Curriculum Framework and the approved Expected Undergraduate
Student Learning Outcomes approved by University Senate and the IUP Council of
Trustees.

These criteria will be implemented along with the revised Liberal Studies curriculum
framework in Fall 2011 for incoming first year students. Students enrolled at IUP prior
to Fall 2011 will be transitioned out of the current program and curriculum exceptions
will be made as needed to accommodate those students.

The criteria outlined in this document were developed in large part by subcommittees of
university personnel who wrote guidelines for each category and were then later reviewed
by departments and interested individuals. At the start of the fall 2009 semester, these
criteria were posted on the Liberal Studies web site and open to campus-wide feedback.
The Liberal Studies Committee has considered all the comments received and has
completed a final edit of these criteria.

Included in this curriculum proposal are the criteria for the Global and Multicultural
Awareness requirement



Global and Multicultural Awareness

Global and Multicultural Awareness courses are designed to provide students with the
opportunity to learn more about the world and its diverse peoples and to promote a
better understanding of other cultures. Students should gain an understanding of global
events and how these events affect their lives as well as creating possibilities to
address them.

A Global and Multicultural Awareness course may present one or more cuitures by
emphasizing a single dimension, e.g. art, music, dance, politics, religion. Such a course
is appropriate if the dimension is represented in its cultural context. Aithough a Global
and Multicultural Awareness course may deal with a single culture, comparative courses
addressing relationships among cultures are encouraged.

Students must fulfill this requirement by completing one course from the list of approved
courses; most of these courses will at the same time fulfill other requirements set by
Liberal Studies or in some cases by a college or department.

Students are also able to fulfill this requirement by completing any 200-level foreign
language course approved to meet the Global and Multicultural Awareness requirement.

Global and Multicultural Awareness Expected Undergraduate Student Learning
QOutcomes

Syllabi for courses designed to fulfill the Liberal Studies Global and Multicultural
Awareness requirement must provide course content that enables students to achieve
the Expected Undergraduate Student Learning Outcomes identified below. Course
proposals may identify additional objectives from the list of Expected Undergraduate
Student Learning Outcomes as appropriate to the course content.

As Informed Leamers students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
o the interrelationships within and across cultures and global communities
As Empowered Leamners students will demonstrate:

¢ critical thinking skills including analysis, application and evaluation

o reflective thinking and the ability to synthesize information and ideas
As Responsible Leamners students will demonstrate:

¢ an understanding of themselves and a respect for the identities, histories, and
cultures of others

Global and Multicultural Awareness Required Course Content

Proposals for courses designed to fulfill the Liberal Studies Global and Multicultural
Awareness requirement must include:
¢ the interrelationships within and across cultures and global communities
o development of students’ understanding of cultures that differ from the prevailing
cultures of the United States, Canada, Western Europe, New Zealand, and Australia.



However, courses on minority cultures from within these countries, e.g., aboriginal
Australians, Native Americans in Canada or the United States, or North Africans in
Western Europe, may be seen as global.

presentation of cultures on their own terms with an appreciation of their dimensions,
going beyond mere description of a culture; those dimensions may include religion,
economics, politics, art, language, literature, ethics, as well as other dimensions of the

cultural milieu.



