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Explanation of Revisions to Liberal Studies Information Packet

Criteria for Liberal Studies curriculum categories and courses are being added and/or revised to
address the revisions made to the Liberal Studies curriculum, the revised Liberal Studies
Curriculum Framework and the approved Expected Undergraduate Student Learning Outcomes
approved by University Senate and the [UP Council of Trustees.

These criteria will be implemented along with the revised Liberal Studies curriculum framework
in Fall 2011 for incoming first year students. Students enrolled at IUP prior to Fall 2011 will be
transitioned out of the current program and curriculum exceptions will be made as needed to
accommodate those students.

Included in this curriculum proposal is the introductory language that explains the nature of the
Competency-Across-the-Curriculum categories and will precede the criteria for the six individual
competencies.



| Competency-Across-the-Curriculum Categories

Educated members of society must possess a common set of skills so they can be productive,
involved citizens capable of interacting with each other across disciplinary bounds to
understand, evaluate and communicate about the issues and problems faced throughout life.

The Middle States Standard on General Education states, “the curricula are designed so that
students acquire and demonstrate college-level proficiency in general education and essential
skills, including oral and written communication, scientific and quantitative reasoning, critical
analysis and reasoning, technological competency, and information literacy” (Middle States
Commission on Higher Education, 2002, p. 37). An intentional across-the-curriculum approach
can result in the building and reinforcement of these skills first in Liberal Studies (LS) courses
and then in majors’ courses across the students’ program of study, assuring proficiency in these
competencies upon graduation.

Students will complete courses to fulfill the six (6) Competency-Across-the-Curriculum (CAC)
Categories. Students are required to complete one course for each competency with the
exception of the Written Communication Competency, for which students must complete two (2)
courses one being from the student’s primary major. The Competency-Across-the-Curriculum
courses may be accomplished in any part of a student’s curriculum including major courses,
electives and other Liberal Studies courses with the exception of the First Year Seminar.

It is expected that 50% of the course grade will be based on assignments related to the CAC(s)
for which the course is being proposed. A course may be designed enabling students to
achieve two (2), but not more than two competencies within that course.



