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A Frofessor CRAI & & SWAUEER Phone X &1 1
:jjwriting Workshop? (If not at IUF, where? when? )
(-). Proposal for one W-course (see instructions below)

(/) Agree to forward syllabi for subsequently offered W—coursss?
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TYFE II. DEFARTMENTAL COURSE )
({ ) Department Contact Ferson Fhone
( ) Course Number/Title '
( ) Statement concerning departmental responsibility
( ) Proposal for this W-course (see instructions below)
1II. SPECIFIC COURSE AND SPECIFIC PROFESSOR(E)
Professor(s) Fhone
)y Course Number/Title
) Proposal for this W-course (see instructions below)
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SIGNATURES:

Professor(s) 6:2;42{? ; Cfgjﬁ j
Department Chairperson Cf;;zAQTZ;i;fiiﬁzzAﬁf
2 4

College Dean /] () e

Director of Liberal Studé t/m_,é_é)wt _/Z /L

COMFONENTS OF A PROFOSAL FOR A WRITING-INTENSIVE COURSE:

I. "Writing Summary"——one or two pages explaining how writing is
used in the course. First, axplain any distinctive
characteristics of the content or students which would help the
Liberal Studies Committee understand your SuUummary. Second, list
and euplain the types of writing activities: be especially

careful to explain (1) what sach writing activity 1is intended to
accomplish as well as the (Z2) amount of writing, (3) frequency
and number of assignments, and (4) whether there are
opportunities for revisionﬂ 1f the activity is to be graded,
indicate (5) evaluation standards and (&) percentage contribution
to the student’s final grade.

I11. Copy of the course syllabus.

III. Samples of assignment sheets, instructions, Or criteria
concerning writing that are given to students.

Frovide 12 copies to the | iberal Studies Committee.
Please number all pages.



Writing S

Feature Writing is an elective course for journalism majors, although non-majors with an interest in
writing may be admitted. Since the journalism program is primarily print journalism -- and that
means writing — this particular course as an upper-level offering places strong emphasis upon not
only writing skills but aiso story content.

The course focuses on two kinds of writing 1) stories by professional writers and 2) stories by the
students, both of which will be studied and critiqued in class. The course uses a text, On Writi
Well by William Zinsser, a highly regarded writing instructor. The material in the book is assigned
at appropriate times throughout the semester.

The journalism program offers two sequences — news/editorial and public relations. Both
sequences must offer opportunities in writing specialized journalistic stories; Feature Writing is
appropriate for students in either sequence.

Overall, the writing instruction stresses simplicity, directness and clarity. There is instruction in
the use of the 'speaking voice' concept as well as methods of research and interviewing. Students
are also introduced to the techniques of the more experimental 'New Journalism,’ which presents
devices used by Tom Wolfe and other New Journalists.

Each student is expected to produce 12 to 14 feature stories most of them as out-of-class
assignments. These stories make use of feature story devices: description, extended quotes,
examples, anecdotes, varied chronology, special leads and endings. Specific feature story subjects
include profiles, descriptives, lifestyle, personal experience, or anything that offer students
opportuaities to write entertaining and endlessly interesting stories.

The evaluation of the student writing -- both by instructor and students - is crucial to improving
both skills and content, for the material covered in this course is handled in an incremental way,
building from the writing of brief descriptions at the outset to fully developed profiles as a final
project. Students have the opportunity to copyedit and suggest improvements during the class
evaluations and then to rewrite stories for additional judgmeants by the instructor.

All writing is evaluated by the instructor (as explained in the syllabus) on the basis of writing skills
development, content and feature story appropriateness. The student’s final grade is based chiefly
upon the instructor's evaluation of stories, with some subjective emphasis placed upon class
participation. About one-sixth of the final grade is reflected by the grade on the final examination,
which is a writing activity based on the Zinsser text.



IN 321

FEATURE WRITING - SPRING falH
Journalise Depiatisan

Craug Swanges

GOALS

1. To determine what festure writing is, as distinguished from news reporiing and other kinds of
jomﬁncwﬂ‘ﬁng:thuis.m&uaaeizaudaﬁneteumwdﬁmw;)aswdyof
modelzin g and magazines and %) the sudest’s own writing and the insuuctar and
peer evalustion of such writing.

2. To undersapd and apprecisse the role/purpose of festure writing.

Tobmqmmmmpwlmdfmw description.
extendad quoses, anecdotss, examples, farratiog, featurs wory , efings. transitions.

To leern to write spacific types of leatre siovies.

To discover, understand and employ the eoncept of 'spasking voice' in the writing process.
To impeove ressarch ond ieservicwing technigues used in festare writing.

To write simply, directly, cleadly.

.
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CLASS PROCEDURE

Wemmmmwmmmmm.mmmm. to
examing what we think are festure soces.

For the second meeting, please clip and briag 1o closs what you believe is & feagare story. Keepio
mind thet & festare SOy SHISTLSing, (Al U Uses more , more descrighion; that it is more
infermal. vebjective, end expecimental; that it is oo focts; that ix is fanger and goes
isto grester depth than news stomes. If it's & good fessure xary, iv's interessing.

For & while then we will be characteriziag feature wories, After that, we will he writing our own
fearure sovies- abous 12 to 14 of them troughow the sememer, Some writing will be in-class,
mox of w out-of-clas,

Muzh of the class hour witl consis of looking & seuries professicosis dave writien and that you-—
the ropiring professionsls-have wizen. A Jct of the wruiog will be and it will be
wvpinsied oy doth instroctor and students. We wili be ootspoken is makieg jedgments sbout
the writing. So I hops you ere ali act too thio-shunned.

Thvas, the major activities will be 1) writing and 2) evalestiog your . From time o iime the
writing asm wiil be imponser enough and censive 10 take the plece of class
mestings. It is important for you to tam in swsignments on time dendlines, you know) and for
mwmmw. You i} be inverestad in what your peers bave to say sbowt your
writing.

EVALUATION

] will evaluape your writing by using s poist spsam. For example, | may ssmign 20 possible poists
to & paper; you will thea thee | pisce & valee of 1§ or 18 or even 20 pounts on the paper.
As the serzenter moves alogg, you will Bsve some ides of how well you sre doing (a3 you

acconvulass points). Now about those Iate pupers: If you turm i 8 paper to me after the ciags hoor
{ nad thae menns finding it in my meiitox), it mmmarily (oses wne haif its possidle poiars. And the
evatuation could futher sffect 1ae aumber of peanis aweaded. So, a fair weming-do your
assignmenrs os tine snd bring thesa o cless. Leter grodes ene based on the following: 90-100 =
A, 30-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = I, below €3 = I,



1 offer 2 specta. OppoITUAY for you vc'i t:zné:-: ¢ {Beowg pouds). This is the way it
works: if a stoey Vou sebmil a8 @ cless assigamens anpes 5 i ;'*bh,nz:s foray vha Pean, Indiana
(rezere. Cwmsbm*;’l‘nbm..—‘iwmw for ey "*ﬂa- s an G v give e g oip of the story, [ will
sward 40 additicnsl § poigts. | encourage you wcy w g“ your feacues mmm,: in priat, forin

sddition Lo bonus poinis you m«y have a by-iwed clip and possivly paynaeat by the pablication.
COPY PREPARATION

Some housekeeping maffers: prepare your copyca 8 1/2x 11 --Lyped snd clean, At theto
left of the firm page place your name, sivg live, and due date. mmmplmdmed:m :
pages. Please keep cachons or copies of all your stavies.

JTEXT

You wiil note thet there is & text for this clase: O Witing Wall oy William Zinsver Fourth Edition
(Harper Coltins). This remarkebly istaresting snd instraciive book is & course in writing in itseld,
Wemﬂmuﬁ;ﬁn;mﬁmmwmlcmbulmmmmdmmmﬁmm
book--and thes it for your personal library. [ also wge you to read & daily sewspaper and
weekly news megazige. And read a3 meny lesmwe tories’ és you can in newspapers and aon-
few: magazines,

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

i. Shoo descrigtive—-you will ssfect 2 compus site snd write @ brief descripeion of it, vsing
concrete degsils. ‘

2. mewmmuswmm
will describe such place for s uniguensss et is nissed by mon

3 w&mammMjwumafmmm:hem
W

4. Peonoal experisnoe-you will write o fesure stocy in 28 interesting, revelatory way abowt a
significant experience you kave had.

seRgry Eocy-you will research snd wrige & fespare story abow a
nmalmanmhppmqumnm

6. lifesyie—you will weite o festure mory on & ®yle of living todsy.

7. Wmmwwemamuﬂi-ueandmum;wy
on your findings.

8 Extsnded descoigtive-yon will selee o pardeniar locals and write & femure story sbout it in a
fully developed manner,

9. Cales story—-you will weite a festure sy sbout & news event,

10. Wﬂﬂﬂ”d%amdmmnm
peofiie.

11, Busioess feansre—~vou wit] visit & busiasss site for observatioo and interviews and write a
femure story on the particniar business.

12. Qoreat stocies—yon will bave the opportuaily ihrovghout the semester to write several fentore
sories cn whatever 12 taltiey place 4 rhe tigoe.
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SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT: PERSCNAL EXPERIENCE

This is a rare opportunity for you £o Wit a fesiure stary io the first persen. The tempiation to
write first-pecson articles is Stmag: yet 108! stories are not suited 1o the firse person. How to
know whether or not to use the firs pesson? Pessibly by asking--were you = farlicipant or an
obgerver?

mefmyﬁdedmmmbeabteémuhwqiy(miammancoun:u;fe
writer is usually the ‘fatd guy ). Sowﬁmdmdwwmmglyuytom
MMWMMWMMMmmwmmmnapﬁeme.

g Experience mm'Ntmﬁ::me'M'bp!ﬁdmmmmuu

graphically describe actinns and smeginps. should not write something from the distan:
pan.fmi;‘:mhduuﬂligmﬁmmwdndmwmhemmms

mmmmmmmcﬁﬂdﬂm

2) writer must svoid uiroductioss sad ions (these are wxjor
gt 2. g oo o g e s o

0 raoch stiention to expleiniay his favorite ~dimgei?
And be mast be csreful to mmmmmmmm
F&L oot leing peopis overwhelm the evest, It's 2 delicets balance.
Seme suggenions and comments:

1) WtWaumulywaywmmm.
2) me.ulyamy.
» Tm«ynﬂﬂaupumdm

4} Limited desarigtion of people. Buz o short deserigtion heips, sanives o fiesh-and-blood parson
rether thas & same.

5) Mﬂmhdﬂw@mﬁw%amﬁuh&upﬂ.}
§) Den'tles the nacrative lnpse. Keep the evens in focus,

7 Kaepp;r&?hmmahp. Lisit yourself v o sraigitformerd description of wht is
swid aa

8) Giwmmme'&d'dmupqim Describe emotions. Aliow the reader to

expenieace vicusiovsly. BubemulmmMMMthMemgum
your emotioas,

%) Preserve the nmrstive quality, Avoid temptation w raminsse (Jalk or think over the
experience) (o an.
10} Conzlusion-make it e end memorsbie,

Thus, mevﬁgmmhmmafmmmawwmmmm. You
maybggmdummmhydw.ﬂngwhmwwmmmnmugmd

eatertaining enough to be considered as & publishable sy, Tha is, doey it uve Some DI io 187
COEEICE HOURS
10:30-1:15 MWE; 3:30-11:15 TR Dszrix 432



