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Liberal Studies Ljberal Studies Liberal Studies

Undergraduate Distance Education Review Form
(Required for all courses taught by distance education for more than one-third of teaching contact hours.)

Existing and Special Topics Course
Course: JRNL 250 Women and the Press

Instructor(s) of Record: Patricia I. Heilman

Phone: 7-4411 Email: pheilman@iup.edu

Step One: Proposer

A. Provide a brief narrative rationale for each of the items, Al1- AS.

1. How is/are the instructor(s) qualified in the distance education delivery method as well as
the discipline?
This will be my first online course. I completed the IUP workshops on Developing Distance
Education Workshops (Nov. 13, 2000), Using Web CT (Nov. 21, 200), Introduction to Moodle
(March 3, 2010), Moodle Forum (March 31, 2010), Moodle Quizzes (May 25, 2010),Moodle
Gradebook (May 26, 2010), Moodle Assignments (May 26, 2010). In my journalism classes, I
have incorporated some online learning opportunities for students, including tutorials in using
advanced software, and the submission of news stories on deadline by using email. The discipline
of journalism today is almost entirely computer-based, so my familiarity with computers as a
learning environment dates back to 1988 when I helped to configure the first networked
Macintosh computer classroom on campus.

Regarding my discipline: Iam a Full Professor of Journalism and have taught 11 different
courses across the undergraduate major, both lower and upper division. I developed this particular
course, JRNL 250, have taught it since 1990, and hope to offer it online for winter session 2010-
2011. In my last five-year evaluation, more than 80% of students continued to rate my teaching
Above Average/Superior, particularly in courses with a strong computer component. In addition,
more than 90% felt they learned valuable skills in my classes.

2. How will each objective in the course be met using distance education technologies?

In each module, students will complete a set of readings (from their textbook as well as online
readings) and then do an online quiz that will measure their mastery of the material. In addition, 1
will provide an online PowerPoint outline of each of the readings so students will know which
concepts are key to understanding the developing role of women in journalism.Students will also
need to respond to questions posted on the Moodle Forums. These questions will require students
to demonstrate comprehension of the readings as well as their reflections on those readings.

+ Students will examine the historic role of women in American journalism.
In addition to the assigned textbook and online readings and online quizzes, students will also
be required to do online research on assigned historical figures (Ida Wells Barnett, Sigrid
Schultz, Maggie Higgins, Margaret Fuller, Peggy Hull and Emma Bugbee are a few examples)
and share that research via the Moodle Forums. Some of the sites the students will be directed to



examine for this historical perspective include: American Women’s History/Journalism

(http://frank.mtsu.edu/~kmiddlet/history/women/wh-jour.html), Women’s History/Journalism

(http://womenshistory.about.com/od/journalists/Women_Journalists_and_Editors.htm), Creating
Human Interest: Famous Journalists (http://www.writesite.org/html/famous.html). Three films

via streaming video will also be shown, illustrating the intersections of the women’s suffrage
movement with women’s progress in the field of journalism, the lives of Nellie Bly and Ida

Wells Barnett, and the role of the black press during the civil war. Study sheets for the videos
will be provided online so students will be able to discern the crucial elements of these films.

* Students will explore the current status of women in media through course readings and
through first—person interviews.
Students will explore some of the key feminist concepts as they affect journalists through
readings provided online by the instructor and through exploration of key websites that address
and monitor these issues. These websites include: Equality and Quality: Setting Standards for

Women in Journalism (www.ifj.org/assets/docs/231/007/a61e5e7-2¢52b07.pdf), Journalism &

Women Symposium (www.jaws.org), and Women in Journalism: Newspaper Milestones
(www.nysl.nysed.gov/nysnp/womenlucey .htm). Students will also interview a contemporary
woman journalist using questions that have been constructed by the class using Moodle Forum
(a draft set of possible questions will be provided online by the instructor as a starting point for

student input).

* Students will gather and analyze data on the upward mobility of women and minorities in
the news media.
The results of the interview assignment (which will include questions on salary, promotions,
discrimination, glass ceiling experiences, among others) will be discussed through Moodle
Forums. The class results will be compared with status reports on women’s advancement in the
profession as contained in text readings, readings provided by the instructor online and students’
independent exploration of the websites listed in the previous objective. In addition, interviews
of contemporary Pennsylvania journalists conducted by the instructor and captured in MP3 files
will be available on Moodle for students to use in formulating their own assessments of the
current status of women in journalism.

 Students will demonstrate an ability to discern gender bias in news coverage and suggest

solutions to this problem.

Online Powerpoints with a description of the different forms of gender bias (exclusion, story
placement, story assignment, presence/absence of bylines, women’s inclusion/exclusion as
sources in stories, backlash stories, discriminatory language, etc.) will be provided online. In
addition, samples of biases from newspaper pages will also be provided online by the instructor.,
Coupled with text and supplementary readings provided by the instructor, students will
demonstrate comprehension of this material through online quizzes and an assignment where
students will monitor a daily newspaper online or in print form using monitoring sheets
provided by the instructor. At the conclusion of the monitoring, students will assess the degree
of gender bias in their selected newspaper. Class results will be discussed in the Moodle Forum.

3. How will instructor-student and student-student, if applicable, interaction take place?
Students will interact with both instructor and other members of the class through Moodle
Forums throughout the course. A schedule of Moodle Forums will be provided online so students
will be able to schedule time for participation. Students will be required to respond to the
instructor’s posted questions, but may also post questions or topics of their own. As instructor, 1
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will read and respond to posts in the forums. In addition, students may email me with any
particular problems, questions or concerns. I will respond within an 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Friday, time period.

How will student achievement be evaluated?

The course grade will be determined through three assignments (interview, book review,
newspaper monitoring), quizzes (10), class exercises/discussions (12 Moodle Forums, internet
research on assigned historical figures, completion of study guides that complement online
videos), and a final. Point breakdown is as follows:

Assignment/Activity/Test Points
Interview Assignment 15
Book Review 15
Newspaper Monitoring 20
Quizzes 20
Class Exercises/Discussions 10
Final 20
The letter grade will be determined as follows:

90t0 100 A

80 to 89 B

70to 79 C

60 to 69 D

Below 60 F

How will academic honesty for tests and assignments be addressed?

Students will have only one opportunity to take the quiz for each module. The questions and
order of the multiple choice answers on the quizzes and final will be shuffled so students will
receive different presentations of the quiz/final. Quizzes will be timed, providing students with 30
minutes to take each quiz, and the time period in which a student may take a quiz will be limited
to 24 hours. The final will also be timed (students will have two hours to complete the final once
they have logged onto the test) and a 24-hour time period during which to take the final.

Fifty percent of the grade will come from performance on the assignments. Each student will
select a different person to interview, a different book to review and a different newspaper to
monitor. This will insure that students are working independently on these assignments.

Students who perform well on quizzes but poorly on discussion forums of those concepts will
receive a private email and may be issued a separate quiz. In addition, each student will be
required to read the Academic Integrity Policy and sign a statement to that effect.

Submit to the department or its curriculum committee the responses to Items A1-AS5, the current
official syllabus of record, along with the instructor developed online version of the syllabus, and

the sample lesson.



JRNL250-W01 Women and the Press (3¢-01-3¢cr)
(Distance Education)

I. Catalog Description
Explores the role of women in American journalism. Includes study of lives/careers of women journalists and
their specific contributions to the profession. Emphasis on evolution of equal opportunity for women and other
minorities in the American press. Attention to the changing definition of news as influenced by the inclusion of

women and minorities in editorial roles.

II. Course Objectives

1.
2.

3.

4.

111

Students will examine the historic role of women in American journalism.
Students will explore the current status of women in media through course readings and through

first—person interviews.
Students will gather and analyze data on the upward mobility of women and minorities in the

news media.
Students will demonstrate an ability to discern gender bias in news coverage and suggest

solutions to this problem.

Detailed Course Outline

Week 1

A.

B.

Course Overview: Introduction to the study of press history and women’s role
a. Will address the question of why study women’s role in American journalism history
b. Preliminary information on some prominent female journalists and their contributions to the
field.
Identifying students’ knowledge of women journalists
a. Online assignment with photos of famous women journalists which students will be asked to
identify. Ungraded.
b. Similar assignment with photos of famous male journalists which students will be asked to
identify. Ungraded. '
C. Online chat on the results.

Weeks 2-7

A.

Ancient History: Study of the women’s suffrage movement and its link to women’s

advancement in journalism.

a. In-depth study of the women’s suffrage movement.
b. Examination of key principals, including Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony.
c. Examination of the women-run suffrage newspapers and other publications
The Suffrage Movement and the First Wave of Feminism
a. How the suffrage movement encouraged the feminist movement in other areas
b. How the press became a vehicle for the transmission of feminist ideals
c. Factors that contributed to the development of feminism movements
The connection between the Women’s Suffrage movement and the abolitionist movement
a. Study of the key leaders of both movements and their interactions
b. Examination of the role of the African-American press in the abolitionist movement
¢. Discord between the two camps
Examination of key African-American women leaders and journalists
a. The interconnection of the suffrage and abolitionist movements through their women leaders.

b. Areas of commonality and areas of disagreements



Weeks 8 -9
A. An examination of key Pennsylvania women journalists and their contributions to the field
a. Nellie Bly
b. Jane Grey Swisshelm
c. Ida Tarbell

Weeks 10 —12

A. Present History: The Second Wave of Feminism and the Role of Women Journalists
a. Eleanor Roosevelt and women White House correspondents
b. Major story contributions by these women journalists
c. WWII and its impact on women in journalism
d. The 1960s societal changes and their impact on women moving into the field.

B. Politics, Sports, Foreign Affairs and Legal Remedies to Discrimination in the Field of Journalism
a. The case against the New York Times
b. The case against the Associated Press
c. The Girls in the Balcony: The Humiliation of Women in the National Press Club
d. Political reporting by women
e. Sports and Foreign Affairs Reporting by women

Weeks 13-14

A. Discerning Gender and Racial Biases in the Media
a. Placement of stories
b. Exclusion
c. Lack of bylines
d. Photographic bias
e. Backlash stories
f. “Hot” language

B. Contemporary Examples of Bias in the News
a. Discussion of students’ findings
b. Analysis of progress in eliminating discrimination

Week 15
A. Final

Assignments

Interview Assignment. Each student will select a non-IUP media woman to interview using

questions devised by the class. The person must be currently employed in news-editorial at either a
newspaper, magazine, radio or television station (DJs, production assistants, etc., are not appropriate for
this assignment). You may ask questions in addition to those developed by the class, but the class
questions must be asked. Tape record the interview. (Be sure to obtain interviewee's permission).
Transcribe the interview. Type in question—-and-answer format. Assignment will be graded on content
and quality of interview and adherence to deadlines.

Book Review. Each student will select a book from the bibliography provided. Read and TYPE a one
page, SINGLE-SPACED report/review (minimum of 500 words). Be sure to include your opinion of
the book and what you learned about the course topic from the book

Newspaper Monitoring. Each student will read an online daily newspaper and note evidences of
gender/racial/ethnic stereotyping and/or bias on the monitoring sheets provided. The student will submit



IV,

VL.

the monitoring sheets, along with samples of the articles containing these biases, and a report containing
an analysis of the bias and a rating of the newspaper on gender/racial/ethnic faimness. The typed report
should be two to three pages in which you summarize your monitoring results, cite specific examples of
biases from selected stories and draw overall conclusions on the newspaper as far as bias is concerned.
Assignment will be graded on quality of detection and supportability of rating, adherence to all
deadlines. Students are responsible for gaining access to the online version of the daily newspaper.

Quizzes: Students will take quizzes on the textbook readings as well as online lectures.

Class exercises/discussions. Students will participate in forum discussions, chat rooms and other
feedback vehicles. Entries judged on quality of responses as well as frequency of engagement.

Test. Final - consisting of multiple choice, completion and short essay.

Course Methods and Evaluation

A. Lectures

Will be delivered through online Powerpoints as well as online DVDs. Forums and chat rooms will be
used to clarify points and gauge student comprehension of major points.

B. Assignments/Activities

The assignments listed above will enable students to further explore key points in the course as well as

conduct first-person research and analysis

C. Quizzes and Tests

There will be weekly quizzes and a final — all online and times.

Evaluation Methods

Assignment/Activity/Test Percentage of Grade
Interview Assignment 15
Book Review 15
Newspaper Monitoring 20
Quizzes 20
Class Exercises/Discussions 10
Final 20
Grading

90 to 100 A

80 to 89 B

70to 79 C

60 to 69 D

Below 60 F

Attendance Policy

This is an online version of the course. However, students will be graded on participation in forums, chat
rooms, online quizzes and tests.

VII. Recommended textbook and supplementary readings

Beasley, Maurine H. and Sheila J. Gibbons. Taking Their Place: A Documentary History of Women and
Journalism. Washington, D.C.: American, UP, 1993.



Bradley, Patricia. Women and the Press: The Struggle for Equality. Evanston, Ill.: Northwestern UP, 2005.
(required)

Mills, Kay. A Place in the News: From Women’s Pages to the Front Pages. NY: Columbia UP, 1990.

Online readings as assigned.

VIIIL. Special Resource Requirements

Students will need reliable internet access. Depending on which newspaper they choose for the newspaper
monitoring assignment, there may be a fee charged by the newspaper for limited-time access to the daily
editions.
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SAMPLE LECTURE

A. The Second Wave of Feminism and the Role of Women Journalists
a. Eleanor Roosevelt and women White House correspondents
b. Major story contributions by these women journalists
c. WWII and its impact on women in journalism
d. The 1960s societal changes and their impact on women moving into the field.

The Three Phases when women moved into journalism in great numbers:

1. When Eleanor Roosevelt was First Lady
2. During World War II
3. During the Women’s Movement of the 1960s and 1970s

Phase I: Eleanor Roosevelt

* Brought women into government

* Brought women'’s ideas to bear on government

» Insisted that only women reporters cover her press conferences. She held about 350 press
conferences during her 12 years in the White House.

* Provided opportunities for female advancement by opening door to DC journalism

* Visited ordinary working Americans -- and brought women reporters along.

» She served as a commentator on many issues, including the rights of women and youth, civil rights
and peace. See some of her newspaper columns, titled “My Day” at:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eleanor/sfeature/myday.html

* She spoke out in 1933 on the government’s discharge of married women workers in order to cut the

budget.




She made women’s views on issues important to the country and the media.
The press conferences became a vehicle for building a communications network among women.
Her press conferences during WWII covered topics as diverse as:
Assistance to an African-American educator
Support for housing for women government workers in Washington
Concern about discrimination against African-American women in the military
Criticism of a policy forbidding Army nurses to marry
Many women reporters owed their jobs to Eleanor Roosevelt’s policy on women covering her press
conferences
* Ruby A. Black was hired by UPI as its first Washington woman correspondent in 1933 to
cover Eleanor
* Ruby wrote: “what I am trying to tell you is that she (Eleanor Roosevelt) is a real person,
that she is a boon to the newspaperwomen because she does not let us down, because we do
not feel awkward when we talk to her.”

Phase 2: World War I1

Male reporters went off to war; female reporters were hired as replacements

Women were recruited by colleges and universities to fill seats left vacant by men gone off to war
Journalism/English were considered acceptable majors for women

Some males did not return from the war or to their reporting jobs after the war; some women got to stay
on

Some women established themselves as indispensable to their news organizations, and stayed on as well.
Women liked working!

Anne O’Hare McCormick, one of the most acclaimed foreign correspondents of the 20th century, wrote
on foreign affairs for the NYT. Her “Abroad” column was one of the most widely read.

See her column, “A Little Left of Center,” for an example of the female touch on President Roosevelt’s
foreign policy:
http://www.questia.com/read/62771892title=27d%201936%20June%2021.%20Stil1%20%22 A%20Little
%20Lefi%200f%20Center.%22%20a%20Visitor%20Finds%20the%20President%20Holding%20His%2

0Course%20Firmly.

i

Phase 3: The 1960s and the Second Wave of Feminism
In the 1960s, more women were graduating from college — some were the daughters of the women who
attended college during WWII
Women were rejecting the 1950s stereotypes of women’s roles
Women were marrying later
Birth control advances allowed for family planning
Families needed dual incomes
Writing had been considered an acceptable female occupation
Vietnam War took male reporters out of the news rooms
Civil Rights Movement triggered a re-evaluation of how women were treated
Equal Pay Act/EEOC established
Female role models on newspapers -- those women who retained their jobs after WWIL.
Anna Quindlen was hired at the NYTimes during the early 1970, right after the class action suit had
been filed by the NYTimes women.
Became a columnist: See some of her writings at www.annaquindlen.com
Hazel Brannon Smith and the coverage of civil rights in the South by women journalists
* Championed civil rights with her column, “Through Hazel’s Eyes.”
* In 1964 she was the first woman to win a Pulitzer Prize for editorial journalism.
* She called for justice to be colorblind. )
*  She exposed mistreatment of African Americans by Holmes County, Mississippi, officials.
* Her newspapers were almost put out of business by the White Citizens’ Council



* Her husband lost his job as a hospital administrator
*  The Council started a weekly newspaper to compete with hers
* They organized an advertising boycott of all her publications that lasted 17 years
* Read about her and her work at: http://mshistory.k 12.ms.us/articles/283/hazel-brannon-smith-
pulitzer-prize-winning-journalists, http:/www.nytimes.com/1994/05/16/obituaries/hazel-
brannon-smith-80-editor-who-crusaded-for-civil-rights.html|
* http://www.mssu.edu/iswne/bios/Smith.htm
* 1970s women journalists: Connie Chung, Jane Pauley, Joan Lunden, Maureen Dowd. Explore their
contributions at: http://www.museum.tv/eotvsection.php?entrycode=chungconnie,
http.//www.museum.tv/eotvsection.php?entrycode=pauleyjane,
http://www.biography.com/articles/loan-Lunden-262764, http://www.biography.com/articles/Maureen-
Dowd-278915

ASSIGNMENT:

Choose gne of the following questions based on the material covered in this module and from the
suggested online readings and write a two-to-three paragraph reflection:

1. Eleanor Roosevelt allowed only women reporters to cover her press conferences,
opening the door for women journalists to move into Washington, D.C. journalism.
Do you believe Mrs. Roosevelt’s actions were justified? Were there other ways she
could have assured equal opportunity for women journalists?

2. What are some of the images from Anne O’Hare McCormick’s “A Little Left of
Center” column that show the feminine perspective on foreign policy?

3. Hazel Brannon Smith was a champion of both women’s and civil rights. List some of
her major contributions to the advancement of both groups.



I. Catalog Description

IN 250 Women and the Press 3 credits
3 lecture hours

. (3¢-01-3sh)
Prerequisite: EN 101, Sophomore Standing
Explores the role of women in American journalism. Includes study of lives/careers of women
journalists and their specific contributions to the profession. Emphasis on evolution of equal

opportunity for women and other minorities in the American press. Attention to, the changing
definition of news as influenced by the inclusion of women and minorities in editorial roles.

II. Course Objectives

1. Students will examine the historic role of women in American journalism.

2. Students will explore the current status of women in media through course readings
and through first~person interviews.

3. Students will gather and analyze data on the upward mobility of women and
minorities in the news media. )

4, Students will demonstrate an ability to discern gender bias in news coverage and
suggest solutions to this problem.

III. Course Outline

A. Course Overview (1 lecture) '

B. Ancient History. An historical overview of women's progress in
journalism, inclyding an exploration of the lives, careers and contributions
of notable female journalists. (8 lectures) '

C.  PresentHistory. A discussion on and examination of today's women
leaders in the press. (8 lectures)

D. Politics, Sports and Foreign Affairs. How women journalists have
transformed the news coverage of these three fields (8 lectures).

E. Is the News Gender Neutral? An examination of news bias in general with
particular emphasis on gender and racial bias. (8 lectures)

F. Using the Courts. An exploration of the legal options for insuring gender
and racial equality in news coverage and in the news room. (5 lectures)

G. Forging Ahead. Class discussion on plans for the advancement of women
in the media. (2 lectures)

H.  Sacrificing for the Future. Discussion on the challenges for women
entering the media. (2 lectures)



IV. Evaluation Methods

The final grade for the course will be determined as follows:

25%

15%

10%

25%

15%

10%

Interview Assignment. Each student will select a media woman to interview using
questions devised by the class. You may ask questions in addition to these, but these
questions must be asked. Again, since these interviews will be published as part of class
project, each student must select a different media woman to interview. Tape record the
interview. (Be sure to obtain interviewee's permission). Transcribe the interview. Type
in question-and-answer format. Typed interview due: 11th week. Assignment will be
graded on content and quality of interview.

Book Review. Each student will elect a book from the bibliography attached

to this syllabus. Read and TYPE a one page, SINGLE-SPACED report/review (minimum
of 500 words). Be sure to include your opinion. Only one person per book as these
reports will be copied for class distribution. Report due: 7th week. Assignment will be
graded on depth of understanding of the reading and quality of critical review.

Journal. Each student will keep a journal throughout the semester where reflections on
readings, class discussions and related conversations/events will be recorded. The joumnal
will be collected periodically for review. Journal will be graded on completeness of entries
and depth of reflection.

Tests. Two tests (mid-term and final) consisting of multiple choice, completion and short
essay. 100 points each,

Newspaper Monitoring. Fora two-week period, each student will read 2 daily newspaper
and note evidences of gender/racial/ethnic stereotyping and/or bias. The student will
submit this "evidence,” along with samples of the articles containing these biases, in a
report containing an analysis of the bias and a rating of the newspaper on
gender/racial/ethnic faimess. Assignment will be graded on quality of detection and

supportability of rating.

_Class exercises/discussions. Students will participate in exercises such as role playing,

group discussions, project crtitiques and guest speaker presentations. Grade will be based
on both quantity and quality of performance.

Grading

%0 to 100
80 to 89
70t0 79
60 to 69
Below 60

ToOwW >



V. Reading Assignments

Text:Mills, Kay. Aﬂmmﬁu_mmmmmﬂmﬂw New York:
Columbia UP, 1990.

Handouts will be provided as part of the reading assignments.

V1. Special resource requirements

No 'specia.l equipment or resources are needed.
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