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NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

Department of History

Contact for Information: Dr. John W. Larner
Ext. 2284/2285
Desired Effective Date: Fall Semester, 1993
Course Number and Title: HI 376, Native American History

COURSE ANALYSIS QUESTIONNAIRE

Section A: Details on the Course

|
Al

What academic need does this course fulfill? TUP does not have a course in Native
American history, although this course has been offered under the special topics rubric HI
481/581 (See A4 below). Taught each spring, this special topics course attracts more than
forty students, usually ten percent of them graduate students. These enrollment numbers
alone attest to the need for a course at IUP in Native American history. It is important to
note that a variety of undergraduate and graduate majors are represented among those

customarily enrolled in HI 481/581 Native American History. Apparently the need for this

course is felt by students across a range of IUP programs.

Academic need for a course in Native American history includes substantive elements as well
as the quantitative ones evidenced above. The study of Native American history compels the
examination of the superficially familiar from an unfamiliar set of perspectives over
significant periods of time. From the other side of the frontier, the American story presents,
at the very least, compelling ironies that, once grasped, permit breadth and depth of
historical understanding otherwise not as readily accomplished.

American historiography has undergone many demi-revolutions in the past two decades as we
seek to understand the histories of all peoples comprising the United States. "The new
Indian history," based upon hitherto neglected Native American sources and often composed
by Native Americans trained as professional historians, has taught us that "standard"

accounts of the Native experience, drawn from Euro-American sources and focusing upon
Euro-American actions, are insufficient.

HI 367 will encourage students to place themselves on the "other side of the frontier"
through careful examinations of writings and audio-visual materials generated by Native
American historians and others using Native American documents, as well as through limited
first-hand encounters with Native American documentary material related to the Indian
revival movement of the early twentieth century. Stress, of course, will be upon
development of a realistic yet sensitive understanding of the interfacing of Native American
and non-Native cultures and aspirations over time.



A2

A3

A8

For what clientele is the course designed? Native American history is for everyone. While
offered as HI 481/581, as indicated above, the course drew an impressive array of majors.

It is hoped that it will continue to do so. The instructor holds Liberal Studies writing
intensive approval and, therefore, Native American history would have a "/W/" designation.
In fact, though not so designated heretofore, the course has been a writing intensive offering.
Moreover, it would seem that a course in Native American history which is grounded in
Native documents, accounts, and perspectives would qualify as a Liberal Studies non-western
offering and, therefore, such a request is part of this proposal.

Does this course require changes in content of existing courses? No.

Does this course follow the traditional type of offering by the department...? In general, this
course is typical of courses offered by the Department of History at the 300 or 300 plus

level. If in any way unique, Native American history offers fresh perspectives essentially
based upon recently uncovered documentary sources and accounts by Native historians.
Nonetheless, the established modes of historical thought and practice are carried out; simply,
newly found sources or recently generated accounts are deployed in an otherwise standard
canon of historical investigation, study, and communication.

Has this course ever been offered at JUP...? Yes, it has. Please see comment in Al above.
This course has been offered as a special topics HI 481/581 course.

Is this course to be a dual-level course? No.

Variable credit? No.

Do other higher education institutions currently offer this course? Yes. Native American
history is a thriving field of historical enquiry and is widely offered. Additionally, there are

academic journals in this field, and the two national historical learned societies routinely
publish reviews of Native American history studies in their journals. See examples in
Appendix A.

Content or skills required by professional society, etc.? Not express, but clearly useful in
teaching, where NCATE standards require study of other cultures beyond the Euro-American

traditions.

Section B: Interdisciplinary Implications

Bl
B2

B3

Will this course be taught by one instructor...? Yes.
Are additional or corollary courses needed with this course...? No.

What is the relationship between the content of this course and the content of courses offered
by other departments? IUP has an inter-disciplinary Native American Studies Committee

chaired by Professor T. Smith of the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies. I
participate in that committee’s deliberations as much as other obligations (Coordinator of
Secondary Social Studies) will permit. It has been a long-standing agreement within that



group that Native American history is an important components in our overall scope of
Native American study on this campus. Essentially, we all hold that our Native American
offerings in the various disciplines demonstrate for students the critical value of Native
American materials and perspectives no matter what the academic discipline. Therefore,
while in some ways briefly overlapping (How can we approach the first Wounded Knee
without understanding Ghost Dance?) in certain aspects of content, the totality of purpose is
significantly differentiated from discipline to discipline. As a committee, we see our various
Native American courses as richly complementary and reinforcing. See letter in

Appendix B.

Seats for Continuing Education students? Yes. I am quite willing to hold class at times best
suited for these persons.

Section C: Implementation

C1

c2

C3

Resources? All are currently available and sufficient based on the HI 481/581 special topics
experience.

Resources for this course funded by a grant? No.

Frequency of and restrictions on offering the course? Once a year, probably spring
semester, the course will be offered; however, as demand warrants, the course might be
more frequently available.

Number of sections? One per each semester offered.
Number of students per section? If writing intensive, twenty-five; if not, forty students.

Enrollment limits by professional society? None.

Will this course be a curriculum requirement? No, save that if listed among Liberal Studies
Non-Western Options, it may assume a "para-requiremental” status. No impact on 124 sh
programs.



SYLIL.ABUS

 CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

'HI 367: Native American History 3 sh
‘An unfamiliar perspective on a familiar tale, this course presents the "new Indian History" --

North America from Native American materials and points of view. Identification, analysis, and
ssyntheses of Indian realities and options over time are at the heart of this course.

Prerequisite: None
STUDENT OBJECTIVES

A. ~ Content:

...Will be able to list and describe varied and specific ways that Native Americans
individually and collectively have perceived their worlds.

...Will be able to identify and explain different and specific ways that Native Americans have
related to non-Indian conditions.

...Will be able to state and support reasoned opinions about actions and reactions stemming
from ways the Native population has interacted with the non-Native environment.

B. Skills:

...Will be able to list, describe, and use reference, monographic, and secondary works
providing Native historical sources and perspectives.

...Will be able to abstract briefly, in writing, recent essays employing “new Indian history"
sources and perspectives.

...Will be able to craft an original research paper employing Native sources and utilizing

both Native and non-Native perspectives.
|

DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE

THE NATIVE PEOPLE BEFORE AND AFTER 1492
Week
1 The New Indian History: Priorities and Pitfalls.
: Read: (AI) Chapters 1 and 2
(IAH) Alfonso Ortiz, “Indian-White Relations: A View
from the Other Side of the 'Frontier'."
Precis #1



"Since Forever:" Native-American Lives and Values.
Read: (AD Chapters 3 AND 4

(IAH) James A. Brown, "America Before Columbus."
Precis #2

Indians and the Spanish, French, Dutch, and Russian Empires
Read:  (AI) Chapters 5 and 6
(IAH) Henry F. Dobyns, "Indians in the Colonial Spanish
Borderlands. "
Precis #3

Indians and British North America.
Read:  (AI) Chapter 9
(IAH) James Axtell, "Colonial America Without the
Indians: A Counterfactual Scenario."
Precis #4

Examination #1

NATIVES AND AMERICANS

Indians in a WorId of Changing Allegiances.
Read: (AI) Chapter 10
(IAH) Kenneth M. Morrison, "Native Americans and the

American Revolution: Historic Stories and Shifting Frontier
Conflict.” '
Precis #5

“... Excluding Indians not Taxed:" The Native People and the American Polity.
Read: (AI) Chapters 11 and 12
(IAH) Charles F. Wilkinson, "Indian Tribes and the
American Constitution."”
Precis #6

Removal.
Read: (AD) Chapter 13

(IAH) Theda Perdue, "Indians in Southern History."
Precis #7

Manifest Destiny at Any Cost?
Read: (AI) Chapters 14 and 15
(IAH) R. David Edmonds, "National Expansion from the
Indian Perspective.”
Precis #8
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The Peace Policy?
Read: (AI) Chapters 16 and 17

(IAH) William T. Hagen, "How the West Was Lost."
Precis #9

Examination #2

NATIVE AMERICAN REVIVALS

Indian Lawyers, Doctors, and Chiefs.
Read: (AI) Chapters 18 and 19
(IAH) Frederick E. Hoxie, "The Curious Story of
Reformers and the American Indians."
Precis #10

Using Native American Sources

Carlos Montezuma and the Society of American Indians.
Read:  (AI) Chapter 20

Selected documents from The Papers of Carlos Montezuma
and The Papers of the Society of American Indians.

"National Self-Determination of Subject Peoples?"
Read: (IAH) Walter L. Williams, "American Imperialism and the
Indians."
Precis #11
Paper: Review of Drafts

Termination?
Read: (AI) Chapter 21
(TAH) Alvin M. Josephy, "Modern America and the
Indian."
Precis #12
Paper: Revision of Drafts

"We Talk, You Listen!"
Read: (AI) Chapter 22
(IAH) W. Richard West and Kevin Gover, "The Struggle
for Indian Civil Rights."
Precis #13
Paper: Due
Final Exam



. EVALUATION METHODS

 Precis Assignments:
Students will be required to submit thirteen precis, one for each of the articles composing chapters
in Indians in American History. These articulate and tightly argued pieces are especially well

suited to this type of writing assignment. It is expected that student comprehension of these essays
~will be enhanced considerably by these brief writing exercises.

‘Prems writing will be done in class. Initially,, and until a sufficient plateau of student comfort is
achieved, this will be a team activity for production of drafts, coupled with critiques of drafts by
lother student teams. Afterwards, students individually will compose final drafts for submission.
?Eventually, all precis work will be accomplished on an individual basis in class.

Collectively, these exercises will be worth twenty percent of the course grade; however, each will
be accepted simply on a pass/fail basis with opportunities for re-writes. All thirteen are required.

Essay Assignment:

Students will be required to research and compose a five-page, typed essay based on a problem
identified in these two collections of late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-century documents: The
Papers of Carlos Montezuma and The Papers of the Society of American Indians. Receiving
intensive instruction about Carlos Montezuma (c. 1867-1923), a famed Yavapai assimilationist
leader, and the SAI (1907-1927), the nation’s premier inter-tribal secular native organization,
students will be led to a series of questions addressed by documents in these collections.

Orientation to the finding aids to these source materials will equip students with skills requisite to
research with success.

Document copies in hand, student teams will identify specific problem-topics and, continuing in
teams will draft and critique essays. Upon satisfactory completion of these tasks, students will
prepare final copy for submission. This assignment, worth twenty percent of the course grade,
takes students to the heart of the course: Native American aspirations and accomplishments.

Essay Exams:

Students will be required to write two essay exams and a final essay exam. Each of these
#ﬁviﬁ% will include items drawn from collateral reading, along with broad questions addressing
themes generally pursued in the course. Exams are worth twenty percent each.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENT BOOKS, AND READINGS

g‘ equired Reading:

Arrell M. Gibson. The American Indian (noted as Al on syllabus)

F?ederick Hoxie, ed. Indians in American History (noted as IAH on syllabus)



VI

Ojlbwe Tribal Education Council and Minnesota Historical Society.
| available to instructor.)
|

The Ojibwe (a multi-media kit
' SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS

None

iBIBLIOGRAPHY

LRobert F. Berkhofer, The Whlte Man'’s Indian: Images of the American Indian from Columbus to
\ the Present.

"‘Richard Drinnon, Facing West: The Metaphysics of Indian-Hating and Empire-Building.
H.C. Porter, The Inconstant Savage: England and the North American Indian, 1500-1660.
David A. Nichols, Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics.

H Craig Miner, The Corporation and the Indian: Tribal Sovereignty and Industrial Civilization in
Indian Territory, 1865-1907.

Leonard A. Carlson, Indians, Bureaucrats, and Land: The Dawes Act and the Decline of Indian
| Farming.

éaul Stuart, The Indian Office: Growth and Development of an American Institution, 1865-1900.

Francis Paul Prucha, Indian Policy in the United States: Historical Essays, American Indian

1 Policy in Crisis: Christian Reformers and the Indian, 1865-1900, and The Churches and the
i Indian Schools.

I:Fenneth R. Philp, John Collier’s Crusade for Indian Reform, 1920-1954.

Graham D. Taylor, The New Deal and American Indian Tribalism: The Administration of the
- Indian Reorganization Act, 1934-1954.

Edmund Jefferson Danziger, The Chippewas of Lake Superior.

P%atricia K. Ourada, The Menominee Indians: A History.

Theda Perdue, Slavery and the Evolution of Cherokee Society, 1540-1866.
]Z;uane H. King, ed., The Cherokee Indian Nation: A Troubled History.
D“onald E. Worcester, The Apaches: Eagles of the Southwest.

J.| Leitch Wright, Jr., The Only Land They Knew: The Tragic Story of the American Indians in
' the Old South.



R. David Edmunds, ed., American Indian Leaders: Studies in Diversity.

Gary E. Moulton, John Ross: Cherokee Chief.

Kenny A. Frank, Stand Watie and the Agony of the Cherokee Nation.

Hugh A. Dempsey, Red Crow, Warrior Chief.

Jennifer Brown, Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country.

Cornelius J. Jaenen, Friend and Foe: Aspects of French-Amerindian Cultural Contact in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.

Calvin Martin, Keepers of the Game: Indian-Animal Relationships and the Fur Trade.

Robert H. Heizer and Albert B. Elsasser, The Natural World of the California Indians.

Christopher Vecsey and Robert W. Venables, eds., American Indian Environments: Ecological
Issues in Native American History.




APPENDIX A

Undergraduate catalogue descriptions of courses in Native
American History offered by Departments of History at:

1. State University of New York College at Fredonia.
2.  University of Wisconsin at LaCrosse.
3. North Texas State University.

4. The College of William and Mary.

Rationale for Selection: Numbers 1-3 are institutions similar to
IUP, former teachers’ colleges which have expanded to include
a range of programs/majors. This same group of institutions
find themselves adjacent to Native communities, albeit not large
ones. Item 4 is a "prestige" institution located some distance
from any Native community of appreciable size. Note that
colleges and universities in the Native American heartland are
not used, as invariably there are full-scale Native studies
programs at them--including courses in Native American
history.
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n and her son, Mr. James Pinckney Harrisons, I,

establishi an endowed chair in History in honor of James Pinckney Harrison,
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Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

451 Sutton Hall

Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705-1087

(412) 357-2310

September 16, 1992
12

To Whom It May Concern:

I write regarding the formal institutionalization of History of
Native Americans in the IUP catalogue under its own number. Dr.
Jack Larner has, for some time, offered the course as HI 481 -
a special topics course. This course has proven popular and
valuable - both within the History Department and as one of
several courses in Native American Studies currently offered at
IUP. As chair of the Native American Studies Committee I speak
for all our members when I urge the retention of the course and
its institutionalization as a permanent offering. Without a
course offering in Native American History our students will be
given only a partial understanding of the history of this
continent and our growing interdisciplinary program in Native
Studies will suffer a great setback.

Thank you for your consideration.

- | 1 N
Q\\ 7’ s 147' |
2 L_,\,w- =) ol

Theresa Smith .
Chair, Native American Studies Committee

TS/pbm



#3 14-0CT-1992 13:55:46.19

From: GROVE::BLCARTER "Brenda Carter"

To:  HILDA RICHARDS

CC: BRENDA_CARTER, NEIL_LEHMAN, JOHN BUTZOW
Subj:  HI 376, Native American History

| have reviewed this course proposal and confirm that it will require no new
resources. Dr. Jack Larner may not be able to offer this course in spring,
1993, given his duties related to the Social Studies Education program. Since
it is published in the spring schedule of classes, the enrollment will be held

at zero. It may be able to be offered in fall, 1993. Happy to discuss.

Thanks.



