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** SAMPLE SYLLABUS OF RECORD **

. Catalog Description

HIST 329 The History of the Byzantine Empire 3 class hours
0 lab hours

Prerequisites: Sophomore standing; HIST 195 (nonmajors) 3 credits
(3c-01-3cr)

Designed as an introduction to early Byzantine civilization and history, A.D. 400-1300. It traces the
transformation of the ancient world and the emergence of a distinctly medieval Byzantine civilization.

ll. Course Objectives

Students will be able to

1.

Explain the basic factual knowledge of all aspects of Byzantine history (political, social,
economic, and cultural).

Demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the historically significant events of Byzantine history to
make valid, cogent arguments concerning their interpretation.

Analyze and discuss the issues facing scholars who study this period.

Show evidence of a synthetic understanding of the Byzantine culture, religion, and politics by
assessing evidence, composing logical arguments, responding to counter arguments,
incorporating a variety of disciplines and perspectives.

Appreciate the Byzantines and their accomplishments from their perspective, not the Eurocentric
view.

Demonstrate how an understanding of Byzantine history has special importance in today's world
since it was played out in the vortex that gave rise to the current disputes between Arabs, Jews,
and Christians.

lll. Course Outline

A. The Age of Constantine the Great (3 hours)

1. The crisis of the 3" Century

2. The reforms of Diocletian and Constantine
3. The conversion of Constantine

4. Eusebius and the Christian Monarchy

5. The founding of Constantinople

B. The 4™ Century (3 hours)

1. Donatism and Arianism
2. Christianity and Paganism
3. Late Roman Society and Economy



C. The 5" Century (3 hours)
1. Eastern Monasticism
2. The Christological Controversies
3. Barbarian Invasions

D. The Age of Justinian (4 hours)
1. Early Life
2. Theodora
3. Nika Revolt
4. Building Program
5. Reconquest
6. Legal Codes

Exam | (1 hour)

E. Collapse of the Early Byzantine Synthesis (3 hours)
1. Invasions
2. Slavs

3. Economic problems

F. Heraclius and the Rise of Islam (4 hours)
1. Revolt
2. Theme System
3. Persia
4. Rise of Islam

G. The Dark Ages (3 hours)
1. Constans
2. Martina
3. Justinian Il

H. Iconoclasm (3 hours)
1. Leo lll
2. Arab Siege of Constantinople
3. Ecloga
4. [cons

Exam 2 (1 hour)

I. Byzantium in the 9th Century (3 Hours)
1. Nicephorus and his reforms
2. Amorian Dynasty
3. The Macedonian Dynasty

J. Michael Ill and the Mission to the Slavs (2 Hours)
1. Conversion of the Slavs
2. Restoration of Icons

K. Life in the 10" and 11™ Centuries (3 hours)
1. Administration
2. Imperial life
3. Life in the Provinces



L. Alexios Komnenos and the 1% Crusade (3 hours)
1. The Normans

2. The Pronoia system

3. Pope Urban li and the call for a crusade
4. The capture of Jerusalem

M. The Fourth Crusade (3 hours)
1. Origins of the Crusade
2. Capture of the city
3. Disruption of the Empire

Final Exam - During Final Exam Week
IV. Evaluation Methods
The final grade will be determined as follows:

60% Three tests-- two tests during the term and a third test during exam week. Each test will
consist of (10%) geography questions, (40%) short identifications dealing with people, events, and
chronology, and (50%) longer essays dealing with questions that require the student to argue pro or con
a particular position using relevant facts and raising and defeating counter arguments.

10% Two short essays dealing with basic historical questions of the period. Each essay will be 2-
3 pages in length and will serve as an introduction to a more detailed study of the topic.

20% A synthetic essay examining important questions concerning the development of different
aspects of Byzantine culture. Each essay will be based on extensive research (at least 10 citations from
moriographs and journal articles--no “textbooks” and limited internet sites) and will be at least 8 pages in
length (excluding list of references cited).

10% Participation, attendance and quizzes (announced and unannounced).

Grading Scale: A: >90% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: <60%

V. Attendance Policy

All students are expected to keep up with their readings, to attend class regularly, and to participate in
class discussions. It is important to read the assignments on time and to be prepared to discuss them
in class. Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Every class period missed after the first 3,
(number 4 and on), will result in an automatic 5% deduction from your final class grade.

V1. Required textbooks, supplemental books and readings

Cameron, Averil. The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity. Routledge, 1993.

Whittow, Mark. The Making of Byzantium. University of California Press, 1996.

Ostrogorsky, George. History of the Byzantine State, reprint edition. Rutgers University Press, 1982.

Procopius. Secret History. G.A. Williamson, translator. Viking, 1982.



VII. Special resource requirements

None.
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Course Analysis Questionnaire

A. Details of the Course

A1. This course is one of the electives for students in the BA in History and Bgin Social Studies
Education. This course is not intended to be a Liberal Studies course. This course can not be
incorporated into another existing course because of the scope needed to properly assess the
Byzantine Empire’s historical significance. It will serve as a nice compliment to HIST 303 Medieval
Europe which focuses on medieval history in the West while this course will focus on medieval
history in the East.

A2. This course does not require changes in any other course in the department.
A3. This course has not yet been offered at IUP.
A4. This course is not intended to be dual level.
A5. This course is not to be taken for variable credit.
AB. Similar courses are offered at the following institutions, among others:
The Ohio State University: “The Byzantine Empire”
University of Wisconsin: “An Introduction to Byzantine History and Culture”
St. Mary’s College of Maryland: “History of the Byzantine Empire”
California State University, Long Beach: “Byzantine Empire”

Princeton University: “Introduction to Byzantine Civilization”

A7. No professional society, accrediting authority, law or other external agency recommends or requires
the content or skills of this proposed course.



B1.
B2.

B3.

C.

C1.

C2.

C3.
C4.
Cs.
Cé.

C7.

Cs.

Interdisciplinary Implications

This course will be taught by one instructor.

The content of this course does not overlap with any other at the University.
This course is not cross-listed.

Implementation

No new faculty member is required to teach this course. Dr. Moore will alternate this course with
his other courses, HIST 301 Ancient Greece, HIST 302 Ancient Rome, and HIST 303 Medieval
History. This course will be counted as one preparation and three hours of equated workload.
Other resources:

a. Current space allocations are adequate to offer this course.

b. No special equipment is needed for this course.

c. No laboratory supplies are necessary for this course.

d. Library holdings are adequate.

None needed.

This course will be offered every other fall semester.

One section will be offered at a time.

Up to 30 students can be accommodated in this class in which students do a considerable amount
of writing.

No professional society recommends enrolliment limits or parameters for this course.
This course does not involve the use of distance education.
Miscellaneous

No additional information is necessary.



