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Part I1. Description of Curricular Change

1. New Catalog Description

GEOS 342 Stellar Astronomy (3c-3l-4cr)
Co-requisites: MATH 121, PHYS 111 or instructor permission

Evolution and nature of objects in the universe, including the Sun, stars, and galaxies. A study of
methods for gathering astronomical data on motion, distance, and composition.

2. Summary of Proposed Change
MATH 121 and PHYS 111 are currently listed as prerequisites for this class. We want to list

MATH 121 and PHYS 111 as co-requisites instead of prerequisites.
Old Catalog Description

GEOS 342 Stellar Astronomy (3c-31-4cr)
Pre-requisites: MATH 121, PHYS 111 or instructor permission

Evolution and nature of objects in the universe, including the Sun, stars, and galaxies. A study of
methods for gathering astronomical data on motion, distance, and composition.

3. Justification/rationale for the revision

Experience has shown that students co-enrolled in calculus and physics have the required
background knowledge to succeed in this class. The companion astronomy class in the
curriculum, GEOS 341 Planetary Geology, has MATH 121 and PHYS 111 listed as co-
requisites, and our students have had not experienced any problems as a result. Listing these
classes as co-requisites rather than pre-requisites will also make it easier for our students to
schedule their classes and reduce their time-to-degree.



