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Part II. Description of Curriculum Change
1) New Syllabus

GE 411 History of Geography Syllabus
Catalog Description:
GE 411 History of Geography
Prerequisites: GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, and GE 341 or GE 342.
Course dealing with history of the discipline, great ideas, leading problems, and
unresolved issues.

Further Description: This course reviews some important themes and major scholars in
geography with an emphasis on the modern period. It is one of the capstone courses for students
with substantial knowledge of the discipline. We will explore broad themes, but will also delve
into one or more areas of geography in some depth.
Goals: The student, by the end of the course, should be able to:
1. Know and be able to identify major figures of the discipline and their contributions.
2. Discuss a framework within which to place individual authors or research programs. The
framework will be both historical and epistemological.
3. Define geography in a way that adequately answers the question: What is geography?
4. Ask questions in some area of geography that go beyond the current understandings of
the discipline.
Required Texts:
Agnew, John; David Livingstone; and Alisdair Rogers (eds.). 1996. Human Geography: An
Essential Anthology. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell. [Human Geography in syllabus}]
Livingstone, David N. 1992. The Geographical Tradition; Episodes in the History of a
Contested Enterprise. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell. [Geographical Tradition in syllabus].
Process:
A. Reading: Readings from the texts and reserve readings will be regularly assigned and
additional independent reading is expected.
B. Writing: Students will write a number of short to medium length papers, a long paper, and
essay questions on the Midterm.
C. Class Participation: This is a seminar. Students will come to class prepared and will talk.
D. Oral Report on your term paper. This is the culminating activity for the class and will be
presented at the final exam period or the last day of class. Failure to complete this
aspect of the course will result in a 20 point reduction in your participation grade.

Grading: Grades:

I. Class participation—60 points A=445 points

II. Short Papers & Assignments—180 points B=395 points

III. One Long Paper—160 points =345 points

IV. Midterm—100 points D=295 points
F= <295 points

Total 500 points

Attendance Policy: Attendance and participation are required and will be a part of the
participation grade. If you have more than three unexcused absences, there will be two points for
each additional absence deducted from your participation grade.
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Course Outline Topics

1. What is geography? 3 hours

Fenneman, Nevin M. 1919. "The Circumference of Geography," Annals of the Association of
American Geographers: 9, p.3-11.

Pattison, William D. 1990. "The Four Traditions of Geography," Journal of Geography: 89,5,
p- 202-206. Originally published: 1964 Journal of Geography: 63, pp. 211-216.

James, Preston. 1972. "A Field of Study Called Geography" in All Possible Worlds: A History
of Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, pp. 3-15.

Agnew, John, et. al. 1996. “General Introduction,” in Human Geography, pp. 1-16.

Four approaches to defining geography.

II. Buddy Can You Paradigm? 4.5 hours

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Should the History of Geography be X-Rated? Telling
Geography's Story" in Geographical Tradition, pp. 1-31.

Johnston, R.J. 1996. "Paradigms and Revolution or Evolution?" in Human Geography: An
Essential Anthology, pp. 37-53.

Buttimer, Anne. 1982. “Musing on Helicon: Root Metaphors and Geography,” in Human

Geography, pp. 54-65.

What is a paradigm? How do paradigms change? What are the paradigms in geography today?
III. An Historical Concept of Geography

A. Ancient Classical Geography 1.5 hours
Wright, John K. 1926. “A Plea for the History of Geography,” in Human Geography, pp. 25-36.
James, Preston. 1972. "The Beginnings of Classical Geography" in All Possible Worlds: A
History of Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, pp. 18-51.

B. Geography in the Middle Ages 1.5 hours
James, Preston. 1972. "Geography in the Middle Ages" in All Possible Worlds: A History of
Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, pp. 53-81.

C. Geography in the Age of Discovery 1.5 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Of Myths and Maps; Geography in the Age of Reconnaissance"

in Geographical Tradition, pp. 32-62.

D. Geography and the Scientific Revolution 1.5 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Revolution, Celestial and Terrestrial; Geography and the Scientific

Revolution" in Geographical Tradition, pp. 63-101.

E. Geography in the Enlightenment 3 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Naturalists and Navigators; Geography in the Enlightenment" in

Geographical Tradition, pp. 102-138.



Hartshorne, R. 1958. "The Concept of Geography as a Science of Space, from Kant and Hum-
boldt to Hettner," Annals of A.A.G., 40, June, p. 97-108.

Elkins, T.H. 1989. "Human and Regional Geography in the German-Speaking Lands in the
First Forty Years of the Twentieth Century", Reflection's on Richard Hartshorne's The
Nature of Geography, Annals of the Association of American Geographers, p.17-34.

F. Pre-Darwinian Geography 1.5 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Of Design and Dining Clubs; Pre-Darwinian Geography" in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 139-176.

G. Possibilism and Determinism 3 hours

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "The Geographical Experiment; Evolution and the Founding of a

Discipline" in Geographical Tradition, pp. 177-215.
Semple, E.C. 1911. “Influences of Geographic Environment,” in Human Geography.

or

Huntington, E. 1927. The Character of Races, Charles Scribner's Sons, N.Y. p.22-24,

p. 47-60.
Glacken, Clarence. 1967. “Traces on the Rhodian Shore,” in Human Geography, pp. 246-51.
Leopold, Aldo. 1949. “The Land Ethic,” in Human Geography, pp. 351-364.

H. Geography, Race and Empire 3 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "A 'Sternly Practical' Pursuit; Geography, Race and Empire" in

Geographical Tradition, pp. 177-215.
Capel, Horacio. 1981. “Institutionalization of Geography and Strategies of Change” in Human

Geography, pp. 66-94.
Herbertson, A.J. 1916. “Regional Environment, Heredity and Consciousness” in Human

Geography, pp. 378-387.

IV. The Regional Concept Expounded 3 hours
Agnew, John, et. al. 1996. “Introduction” in Human Geography pp. 366-377.
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "The Regionalizing Ritual; Geography, Place and Particularity"
in Geographical Tradition, pp. 260-303.
Fleure, H.J. 1919. “Human Regions,” in Human Geography, pp. 385-387.
Hartshorne, Richard. 1939. “The Character of Regional Geography,” in Human Geography,
pp. 388-397. _
Massey, Doreen. 1979. “In What Sense a Regional Problem?” in Human Geography, pp. 398-413.
Said, Edward. 1978. “From Orientalism,” in Human Geography, pp. 414-421.

V. The Landscape Tradition 3 hours

Sauer, C. 1924. “The Morphology of Landscape,” in Human Geography, pp. 296-315.

Jackson, J.B. 1984. “Discovering the Vernacular Landscape,” in Human Geography, pp. 316-28.

Rose, Gillian. 1992. “Geography as a Science of Observation: The Landscape, the Gaze and
Masculinity,” in Human Geography, pp. 341-350.



V1. The Hartshorne-Schaefer Debate 1.5 hours

Martin, G. 1989. "The Nature of Geography" and the Schaefer-Hartshorne Debate,
Reflection's on Richard Hartshorne's "The Nature of Geography," Annals of the
Association of American Geographers, p.69-88.

Harsthorne, R. 1956. "The Nature of Geography," Annals of the Association of American
Geographers, 29, 3&4, p. 460-469.

Schaefer, F.K. 1954. “Exceptionalism in Geography: A Methodical Examination,” in
Human Geography, pp. 571-589.

VIL. The Search for a Focus: Spatial Variables and Spatial Systems
A. The Quantitative Revolution 3 hours
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Statistics Don't Bleed; Quantification and its Detractors" in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 304-346.
Agnew, John, et. al. 1996. “Introduction,” in Human Geography, pp. 514-524.
B. Spatial Tradition and Spatial Topics Reports 1.5 hours
[For GE 511 Students Only: A student or group of students will be responsible for presenting a
choice of the following topics. Assignments to be made in class. Readings are suggestive, not
inclusive.]
1. Central Place Theory
Berry, B. and J. Parr. 1988. Market Centers and Retail .ocation, Prentice Hall: Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey, p. 55 -77.
Haggett, P. 1983. "Chapter 15 City Chains and Hierarchies," in Geography a Modern Synthesis,
Harper and Row, New York, p. 360-378.*
2. Factorial Ecology
Berry, B. and J. Kasarda. 1977. Contemporary Urban Ecology, Macmillan Publishing Co.,

Inc., p. 108 - 161.
Haggett, P. "Chapter 16 Worlds Within the City," in Geography a Modern Synthesis,
p. 385-405.*

3. Gravity Model
Wilson, A. G. 1980. "Comment's on Alonso's 'theory of movement"™ Environment and
Planning A, p. 727-732.
Wilson, A. G., 1970. Entropy in Urban and Regional Modelling, Chapter 2.
Haggett, P. "Chapter 18 Worlds Beyond the City, II: Movements and Pathways," in
Geography a Modern Synthesis p. 441-457.*
4. Diffusion
Haggett, P. "Chapter 13 Spatial Diffusion: Toward Regional Convergence," in Geography a
Modern Synthesis, p.303-325.*
Reading for everyone:
Nyststuen, John. 1963. “Identification of Some Fundamental Spatial Concepts,” in Human

Geography pp. 590-599.

VIII. Humanism and Phenomenology 1.5 hours

Tuan, Yi-Fu. 1974. “Space and Place: Humanistic Perspective” in Human Geography

Ley, David. 1980. “Geography without Human Agency: a Humanistic Critique” in Human
Geography pp. 192-210.



IX.  Marxism: the materialist alternative 1.5 hours

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "The Geographical Tradition; A Conversational Conclusion" in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 347-358.

Harvey, David. 1984. "The Geography of Capitalist Accumulation,” in Human Geography
pp. 600-622.

X. Postmodern Geographies 1.5 hours
Soja, Edward. 1989. “Reassertions: Towards a Spatialized Ontology” in Human Geography
pp. 623-635.

Term Paper Presentations 1.5 hours and Final Exam Period



2. Summary of the Proposed Changes.

1) Prerequisite List for GE 411 History of Geography is being changed from:
GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, & GE 241
to
GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, and GE 341 or GE 342

2) Change in Catalog Description.

Old Catalog Description:

GE 411 History of Geography 3¢-01-3sh
Prerequisites: GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, GE 241

Seminar dealing with history of the discipline, great ideas, leading problems, and
unresolved issues.

New Catalog Description:

GE 411 History of Geography 3¢-01-3sh
Prerequisites: GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, and GE 341 or GE 342 N
Course dealing with history of the discipline, great ideas, leading problems, and
unresolved issues.

2, Rationale for the Changes.

1) The prerequisites required for this course will need to change because GE 241 Physical
Geography is being dropped as a required course for majors. Now the fourth prerequisite

will be GE 341 (Climatology) or GE 342 (Physiography). None of the prerequisites has

a prerequisite, and they may be taken in any order. Climatology is usually offered in the fall and
Physiography is usually offered in the spring so it will actually be easier for a student to fulfill
the physical knowledge requirement than before with only Physical Geography, which was a fall
course.

2) The word Seminar is being changed because its use creates confusion because the course
numbser is not the prescribed seminar number. The course uses a combination of seminar
style discussion and lecture format, and thus does not have to have the word seminar in the title.



Old Syllabus
GE 411 History of Geography Syllabus

Catalog Description:

GE 411 History of Geography

Prerequisites: GE 213, GE 230, GE 231, and GE 241.

Seminar dealing with history of the discipline, great ideas, leading problems, and
unresolved issues.

Further Description: This course reviews some important themes and major scholars in
geography with an emphasis on the modern period. It is one of the capstone courses for students
with substantial knowledge of the discipline. We will explore broad themes, but will also delve
into one or more areas of geography in some depth.
Goals: The student, by the end of the course, should be able to:
1. Know and be able to identify major figures of the discipline and their contributions.
2. Discuss a framework within which to place individual authors or research programs. The
framework will be both historical and epistemological.
3. Define geography in a way that adequately answers the question: What is geography?
4, Ask questions in some area of geography that go beyond the current understandings of
the discipline.
Required Texts:
Agnew, John; David Livingstone; and Alisdair Rogers (eds.). 1996. Human Geography: An
Essential Anthology. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell. [Human Geography in syllabus]
Livingstone, David N. 1992. The Geographical Tradition; Episodes in the History of a
Contested Enterprise. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell. [Geographical Tradition in syllabus].
Process:
A. Reading: Readings from the texts and reserve readings will be regularly assigned and
additional independent reading is expected.
B. Writing: Students will write a number of short to medium length papers, a long paper, and
essay questions on the Midterm.
C. Class Participation: This is a seminar. Students will come to class prepared and will talk.
D. Oral Report on your term paper. This is the culminating activity for the class and will be
presented at the final exam period or the last day of class. Failure to complete this
aspect of the course will result in a 20 point reduction in your participation grade.

Grading: Grades:

I. Class participation—60 points A=445 points
II. Short Papers & Assignments—180 points B=395 points
III. One Long Paper—160 points C=34S5 points
IV. Midterm—100 points D=235 points

F= <290 points
Total 500 points

Attendance Policy: Attendance and participation is required and will be a part of the
participation grade. If you have more than three unexcused absences, there will be two points for
each additional absence deducted from your participation grade. ected



Course Outline Topics

I. What is geography? 2 classes

Fenneman, Nevin M. 1919. "The Circumference of Geography," Annals of the Association of
American Geographers: 9, p.3-11.

Pattison, William D. 1990. "The Four Traditions of Geography,"” Journal of Geography: 89,5,
p. 202-206. Originally published: 1964 Journal of Geography: 63, pp. 211-216.

James, Preston. 1972. “A Field of Study Called Geography" in All Possible Worlds: A History
of Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, pp. 3-15.

Agnew, John, et. al. 1996. “General Introduction,” in Human Geography, pp. 1-16.

Four approaches to defining geography.

II. Buddy Can You Paradigm? 3 classes

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Should the History of Geography be X-Rated? Telling
Geography's Story" in Geographical Tradition, pp. 1-31.

Johnston, R.J. 1996. "Paradigms and Revolution or Evolution?" in Human Geography: An
Essential Anthology, pp. 37-53.

Buttimer, Anne. 1982. “Musing on Helicon: Root Metaphors and Geography,” in Human

Geography, pp. 54-65.

What is a paradigm? How do paradigms change? What are the paradigms in geography today?
II. An Historical Concept of Geography

A. Ancient Classical Geography 1 class
Wright, John K. 1926. “A Plea for the History of Geography,” in Human Geography, pp. 25-36.
James, Preston. 1972. "The Beginnings of Classical Geography" in All Possible Worlds: A
History of Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, pp. 18-31.

B. Geography in the Middle Ages 1 class
James, Preston. 1972. "Geography in the Middle Ages" in All Possible Worlds: A History of
Geographical Ideas. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merill, pp. 53-81.

C. Geography in the Age of Discovery 1 class
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Of Myths and Maps; Geography in the Age of Reconnaissance”

in Geographical Tradition, pp. 32-62.

D. Geography and the Scientific Revolution 1 class
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Revolution, Celestial and Terrestrial; Geography and the Scientific
Revolution” in Geographical Tradition, pp. 63-101.

E. Geography in the Enlightenment 2 classes
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Naturalists and Navigators; Geography in the Enlightenment” in

Geographical Tradition, pp. 102-138.



Hartshorne, R. 1958. "The Concept of Geography as a Science of Space, from Kant and Hum-
boldt to Hettner," Annals of A.A.G., 40, June, p. 97-108.

Elkins, T.H. 1989. "Human and Regional Geography in the German-Speaking Lands in the
First Forty Years of the Twentieth Century", Reflection’s on Richard Hartshorne's The
Nature of Geography, Anmnals of the Association of American Geographers, p.17-34.

F. Pre-Darwinian Geography:: 1 class
Livingstone, David N. 1992. "Of Design and Dining Clubs; Pre-Darwinian Geography” in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 139-176.

G. Possibilism and Determinism 2 classes

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "The Geographical Experiment; Evolution and the Founding of a

Discipline" in Geographical Tradition, pp. 177-215.
Semple, E.C. 1911. “Influences of Geographic Environment,” in Human Geography.

or

Huntington, E. 1927. The Character of Races, Charles Scribner's Sons, N.Y. p.22-24,

p. 47-60.
Glacken, Clarence. 1967. “Traces on the Rhodian Shore,” in Human Geography, pp. 246-51.
Leopold, Aldo. 1949. “The Land Ethic,” in Human Geography, pp. 351-364.

H. Geography, Race and Empire 2 classes

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "A 'Sternly Practical' Pursuit; Geography, Race and Empire” in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 177-215.

Capel, Horacio. 1981. “Institutionalization of Geography and Strategies of Change” in Human

Geography, pp. 66-94.
Herbertson, A.J. 1916. “Regional Environment, Heredity and Consciousness” in Human

Geography, pp. 378-387.

IV. The Regional Concept Expounded 2 classes

Agnew, John, et. al. 1996. “Introduction” in Human Geography pp. 366-377.

lemgstone David N. 1992. "The Regionalizing Ritual; Geography, Place and Particularity”
in Geographical Tradition, pp. 260-303.

Fleure, H.J. 1919. “Human Regions,” in Human Geography, pp. 385-387.

Hartshorne, Richard. 1939. “The Character of Regional Geography,” in Human Geography,
pp. 388-397.

Massey, Doreen. 1979. “In What Sense a Regional Problem?” in Human Geography, pp. 398-413.

Said, Edward. 1978. “From Orientalism,” in Human Geography, pp. 414-421.

V. The Landscape Tradition 2 classes
Sauer, C. 1924. “The Morphology of Landscape,” in Human Geog;aphy, pP- 296-315

Jackson, J.B. 1984. “Discovering the Vernacular Landscape,” in Human Geography, pp. 316-28.

Rose, Gillian. 1992. “Geography as a Science of Observation: The Landscape the Gaze and
Masculinity,” in Human Geography, pp. 341-350.
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IX. Marxism: the materialist alternative 1.5 hours

Livingstone, David N. 1992. "The Geographical Tradition; A Conversational Conclusion" in
Geographical Tradition, pp. 347-358.

Harvey, David. 1984. "The Geography of Capitalist Accumulation,” in Human Geography
pp. 600-622.

X. Postmodern Geographies 1.5 hours
Soja, Edward. 1989. “Reassertions: Towards a Spatialized Ontology” in Human Geography
pp. 623-635.

Term Paper Presentations 1.5 hours and Final Exam Period
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