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As outlined by the federal definition of a "credit hour", the following should be a consideration regarding student work - For every one
hour of classroom or

direct faculty instruction, there should be a minimum of two hours of out of class student work.

Develop the financial students’ computer modeling and analysis skills. Students will be taught to utilize electronic spreadsheet
software to analyze, model and solve a variety of financial problems.

COURSE OUTLINE:

Time Value of Money in Microsoft Excel

Chapter 1: Single and Multiple Cash Flows
Chapter 2: Annuities

Chapter 3: NPV Using Constant Discounting
Chapter 4: NPV Using General Discounting
Chapter 5: Loan Amortization

Valuation in Microsoft Excel

Chapter 7: Bond Valuation

Chapter 9: Stock Valuation

Chapter 10: Firm and Project Valuation

Chapter 11: The Yield Curve

Capital Budgeting in Microsoft Excel
Chapter 14: Project NPV
Chapter 15: Cost-Reducing Project

Chapter 16: Break-Even Analysis

Financial Planning in Microsoft Excel
Chapter 17: Corporate Financial Planning
Chapter 18: DuPont System on Ratio Analysis

Chapter 19: Life-Cycle Financial Planning
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Dr. Lawson has a Ph.D. in Finance and has been teaching FIN 315 or its predecessor at IUP since 2014. Dr. Lawson has been
teaching online courses at IUP and his previous school (Gonzaga University) for seven years, including FIN 310.

Course Objectives

1) Students will learn specific applications of financial statement analysis, cash flow analysis, forecasting, capital budgeting, and risk
management in Excel.

2) Students will develop spreadsheet skills by building spreadsheet templates to solve various financial problems.
3) Students' understanding and use of financial analysis will be enhanced.

4) Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the financial analysis using electronic spreadsheets
(Excel).

For course objective 1, students will utilize a book specifically designed for Excel modeling in finance, which includes homework
problems and projects with financial statement analysis, cash flow analysis, forecasting, capital budgeting and risk

management. Students will apply finance concepts presented in instructor powerpoints and video lectures to complete daily
homework problems in Excel, weekly projects and timed tests. Additionally, discussion topics will be posted and student participation
will be required.

For course objective 2, the hands-on approach of this course (i.e., constantly working in Excel for every topic and exercise) will
require students to become proficient in creating spreadsheet templates. The course will begin with basic financial problems dealing
with time-value-of-money and build up to more advanced financial problems such as firm valuation. The progression of difficulty will
require the student to build on their Excel knowledge base and skills with spreadsheets.

For course objective 3, students will be expected to read the appropriate chapters in the textbook, review the powerpoint
presentations and instructor video lectures, and complete topic specific homework, projects and timed tests. The completion of
homework, projects and tests will attest to the students' understanding and successful use of financial analysis.

For course objective 4, the results of the homework, projects and tests will be posted online. Student success in these graded areas
will demonstrate competency in using Excel for financial analysis.

Interaction between student and instructor will take place through email and discussion boards (D2L). Discussion Forums will be
created for each chapter and will center around current projects, e.g., in Chapter 5, students will be work on a mortgage amortization
schedule and there will be a discussion forum titled Amortization Discussion where the students and instructor converse. Additionally,
daily emails will be sent to students regarding the current project under way and their overall course status. The daily emails will also
indicate forthcoming topics and projects and and the location of appropriate resources. Email and discussion boards will constantly
be reviewed throughout the course and the instructor will designate specific time ranges where students can expect lengthier and
expedient dialogues, e.g., the students will know that between 10am-12pm and 6-8pm the instructor will be on the computer ready to
respond to emails or questions on the discussion board.

Student achievement will be evaluated using daily homework, two major excel projects and three timed tests. In addition, students
will be required to participate in online discussions.

Homework and projects will consist of original content created by the instructor of this course. Multiple versions of questions and
data supplied for analysis will be given to prevent copying, e.g., students will be required to create a loan amortization schedule for a
mortgage. In this case, the instructor will create different loan problems with varying interest rates, loan amounts and lengths. The
course will also include three timed tests.
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