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II.

III.

Course Syllabus
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

EN 301 British Medieval Literature

3 credits

3 lecture hours
0 lab hours
(3¢-01-3sh)

Prerequisite: EN 202, 210, 211, 212, 213

This course examines particular literary traditions in
England from the eleventh to the fifteenth centuries,
excluding Chaucer. The purpose will be to acquaint
students with the diversity of materials, ranging from
prose to verse, oral to written, and serious to comic.
Most texts will be taught in the original Middle English,
accompanied by side glosses. Translations will be used
where appropriate. Rather than survey the period
comprehensively, the purpose here is to focus closely on

particular aspects or writers as selected by the
instructor.

COURSE.QBJECTIVES
Students will develop an understanding of:
1. Middle English grammar, syntax and vocabulary

2. The major genres of middle English literature,
including debate, lyric, romance, beast fable, and

allegory

3. The alliterative tradition

4. Chaucer’s contemporaries and followers

5. The contributions of women to English medieval
literature

COURSE OUTLINE

A. 01d English literature 10%
B. Early Middle English Verse 10%
C. Early Middle English Prose 10%
D. The Alliterative Tradition 20%
E. 14th Century Verse 20%
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F. 14th Century Prose 20%

CJ

G. The 15th Century: the Scottish Chaucerians 10%

Iv. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Participation in class discussions
A journal of responses to each literary work read
Quizzes on Middle English grammar and vocabulary
A mid-term examination
One critical paper (8-10 pages)

An oral report on a topic of interest to the student
directly related to medieval literature or culture.

A final examination

V. EVALLUATION METHODS

The final grade for the course will be determined as
follows:

5% - Class Participation
15% - Journal
10% - Quizzes
15% - Mid-term
25% - Paper

10% - Oral report
20% - Final Exam
Grading scale: 92-100 total points
83-91 total points
74-82 total points
65-73 total points
0-64 total points

Mo QwWp

VI. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Medieval English Literature, ed. Thomas J. Garbaty (1984)
The Book of Margery Kempe, trans. B.A. Windeatt (1985)

Beowulf: A Dual Language Edition. ed. Thomas Chickering
(1977)

VII. SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
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VIITI.

Only the listed texts and materials for writing/note taking
are required. No special resources will be needed.
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EN 301 Course Analysis Questionnaire

Section A: Detailsg of the Course

Al This course is intended for B.A. English majors. It is one of
the courses that can fulfill Category A (Period Courses). It
is not currently being proposed as a Liberal Studies elective.

A2 This course does not require changes in content of any other
existing courses or programs in the department.

A3 This course has not been offered at IUP before.

A4 This course is not intended to be a dual-level course
and will accommodate only undergraduates.

AS This course may not be taken for variable credit.

A6 Other higher education institutions currently offering a
similar course include these ones:

Penn State University: Middle English Literature

California Univ. of PA: Survey of 0ld and Middle English
Kutztown Univ. of PA: Early and Medieval English Literature
West Chester Univ. of PA: Middle English Language & Lit.

A7 Relevanf'accrediting agencies (such as the Association of
Departments of English) recommend but do not require this
course.

A8 The content and skills of this course are not required by a
professional society, accrediting authority, law, or other

external agency. No other existing course focuses on the
material covered in this course.

Section B: Interdisciplinary Implications
Bl This course will be taught by one instructor.

B2 This course does not overlap with any course in any other
department in the university.

B3 One or more seats will be reserved in this course for students
from the School of Continuing Education.

Section C: Implementation

C1 No additional faculty resources are required to teach this
course.

c2 Current resources are adequate to teach this course.

C3 No resources for this course are funded by a grant.
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C4

C5

cé

c7

This course will be offered in our rotation so that at least
one (or more than one) section in the category of courses into
which this course fits (see summary table at the beginning of
our program revision document) will be offered every semester,
making sure that students can get the courses they need.

One section of the course is anticipated each semester the
course is offered.

We plan to accommodate a maximum of twenty-five students in a
section of this course (though twenty would be a better size).
This number is not limited by the availability of resources
but by the nature and complexity of the material, which will

require quite a bit of class discussion, writing, and
conferencing.

ADE Guidelines for Class Size and Work Load for Colleqge and
University Teachers of English: A Statement of Policy of the
Association of Departments of English (1993): "College
English teachers should teach no more than thirty-five
students in a literature course and no more than twenty-five
in a writing-intensive course" (2).
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