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Part II. Description of Curricular Change

1. Proposed catalog description
ENGL 313 Rhetorical Trends and Traditions 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisites: ENGL 101

A survey of the major issues in and uses of rhetorical theory and criticism in
contemporary culture, using rhetorical concepts from ancient through contemporary
times. Rhetoric is the humanistic study of the ways people manipulate language
and try to persuade others in the social world.

2. Current catalog description
ENGL 313  The Rhetorical Tradition 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisites: ENGL 101, 310
A survey of rhetorical theory from Greek and Roman through modern times.

3. Rationale
Name change
from The Rhetorical Tradition
to Rhetorical Trends and Traditions
Prerequisite changes from ENGL 101 and 310
to ENGL 101
Description change:
from:
A survey of rhetorical theory from Greek and Roman through modern times.
to:
A survey of the major issues in and uses of rhetorical theory and criticism in
contemporary culture, using rhetorical concepts from ancient through contemporary
times. Rhetoric is the humanistic study of the ways people manipulate language
and try to persuade others in the social world.

This course has not attracted sufficient enrollment to run in recent years because students don’t know
what rhetoric is and may be intimidated by the sole focus on theory in the original description. The name
change and description change more accurately reflect a pedagogically sound way to teach rhetorical
theory: students will be more interested in learning rhetorical theory when they see how it can be applied
to issues in contemporary culture and their lives. The prerequisite change eliminates a course that is
unnecessary for this course (ENGL 310, Public Speaking).

PART III: Letters of Support or Acknowledgement
No other department will be affected by this prerequisite change.
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Part I. Description of Curricular Change

1. ENGL 313
Prerequisites: ENGL 101

2. Name change

Rhetorical Trends and Traditions 3c-01-3cr

A survey of the major issues in and uses of rhetorical theory and criticism in
contemporary culture, using rhetorical concepts from ancient through contemporary
times. Rhetoric is the humanistic study of the ways people manipulate language
and try to persuade others in the social world.

from The Rhetorical Tradition

to Rhetorical Trends and Traditions
Prerequisite changes

from ENGL 101 and 310

to ENGL 101

Description change:

from:

to:

A survey of rhetorical theory from Greek and Roman through modern times.

A survey of the major issues in and uses of rhetorical theory and criticism in
contemporary culture, using rhetorical concepts from ancient through contemporary
times. Rhetoric is the humanistic study of the ways people manipulate language
and try to persuade others in the social world.

3. This course has not attracted sufficient enrollment to run in recent years because students don’t know
what rhetoric is and may be intimidated by the sole focus on theory in the original description. The name
change and description change more accurately reflect a pedagogically sound way to teach rhetorical
theory: students will be more interested in learning rhetorical theory when they see how it can be applied
to issues in contemporary culture and their lives. The prerequisite change eliminates a course that is
unnecessary for this course (ENGL 310, Public Speaking).
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