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Catalog Description
CRIM 235 Survey of Juvenile Justice and Juvenile Law 3 class hours
0 lab hours
Prerequisites: CRIM 101 and CRIM 102 3 semester hours
(3¢-01-3sh)

Provides students with an understanding of the juvenile justice system and the various
cases and legislative initiatives that have affected juvenile justice policy. In addition to
examining the evolution of the juvenile justice system and the transformation of the
juvenile court, students will gain an understanding of the current issues in juvenile justice
in the United States. Attention will also be focused on juvenile justice policies and
procedures in other countries.

Course Objectives
Students will:

1. Examine the evolution of the American juvenile justice system, and identify the
various changes that have occurred.

2. Examine case law, legislative initiatives, and policies and procedures in juvenile
justice.

3. Appraise contemporary critical issues affecting juvenile justice, and the
system’s response.

4. Compare and contrast the juvenile justice system in the United States with that of
other countries.

Course Outline

A. History of the American Juvenile Justice System (6 lectures)
1. Chancery Courts in England to the First Juvenile Court in Cook County,
Illinois
2. Child Savers and the Poor

B. Institutions for Juveniles (3 lectures)
1. House of Refuge
2. Parens patriae
3. Reform Schools

55



C. Challenging Confinement in Juvenile Institutions (3 lectures)
1. Reports of Abuse and Mistreatment
2. Court Decisions
3. Due Process and Juvenile Justice

D. Juvenile Case Law (6 lectures)
1. Kentv. US
2. Inre Gault
3. In re Winship
4. McKeiver v. Pennsylvania

EXAM #1

E. From Prevention to Punishment (5 lectures)
1. The System’s Changes
2. Current Trends
3. Future Directions in the System
4. Effective Prevention
5. Impact Evaluation

F. Selected Legislative Initiatives (3 lectures)
1. Waiver Legislation
2. Death Penalty Legislation
3. Balanced and Restorative Justice

G. Current Issues in Juvenile Justice (5 lectures)
1. Juveniles in Adult Institutions
2. Juvenile Boot Camps
3. Alternative Programs for Youthful Offenders

EXAM #2

H. The influence of Politics and the Media on Juvenile Justice (5 lectures)
1. Understanding the Politicization of Criminal Justice and Juvenile Justice Policy

2. The Media Portrayal of Juvenile Offenders
3. Conservative Ideology and Its Effect on Juvenile Justice

I. Comparative Juvenile Justice (4 lectures)
1. Understanding Juvenile Justice Globally

2. Examination of Specific Countries’ Responses to Juvenile Crime

3. Future Trends in International Juvenile Justice Policies

FINAL EXAM
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IV.

Evaluation Methods

The final grade for the course will be determined based upon successful completion of
the following criteria:

60% Tests. There will be a total of three tests throughout the semester. The
examinations will consist of short answer, essay, and multiple-choice questions.

Each of the tests will comprise 20% of the final grade. The test scores from all
three tests averaged together will comprise 60% of the final grade.

20% Oral Presentation. Students will be required to do an oral presentation on a
contemporary juvenile justice issue or problem that has been approved by the
instructor. Each presentation will incorporate some of the relevant literature in
the field, the present situation, and future trends.

10% Research Paper. Each student will be required to submit a research paper on the
same approved topic as their oral presentation. Each paper will be 6-8 pages; and
will include a minimum of eight (8) references. At least four (4) of the references
will be from refereed journals. These papers will be graded for content and style.

10% Class Participation. Students will be expected to be aware of recent
developments in juvenile justice reported in the national and international media,
and to report on some of these current cases in each class. Students will also be
prepared for each class. There will be a number of classroom discussions and
exercises designed to elicit student participation. These activities will vary
depending on the topic.

Grading Scale: A =90% and above, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = 0-59%
Attendance Policy

Individual faculty will denote an attendance policy on specific course syllabi.

Required Textbooks, Supplemental Books and Readings

Feld, Barry (2000) Cases and Materials: Juvenile Justice Administration. West Group:
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Bernard, Thomas J. (1992) The Cycle of Juvenile Justice. Oxford University Press: New
York.

Throughout the term, materials will be placed on reserve in the Library. Students will
receive the list of reserve materials, and will be expected to read them.
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VII. Special Resource Requirements

Each student will be expected to use the Stapleton Library resources and the World Wide
Web to do research, prepare for class, and complete assignments.

VIII. Bibliography
Albanese, Jay S. (1993). Dealing with Delinquency. Chicago, Illinois: Nelson Hall Publishers.

Chesney-Lind, Meda and Randall G. Shelden (1992). Girls, Delinquency, and Juvenile Justice.
Pacific Grove, California: Brooks/Cole Publishing Company.

Del Carmen, Rolando V., Mary Parker, and Frances P. Reddington (1998). Briefs of Leading
Cases in Juvenile Justice. Cincinnati, Ohio: Anderson Publishing Company.

Doob, Anthony N., Voula Marinos and Kimberly N. Varma (1995). Youth Crime and the Youth
Justice System in Canada: A Research Perspective. Centre of Criminology, University of
Toronto: Toronto, Canada.

Feld, Barry (1999). Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court. New York,
NY: Oxford University Press.

Feld, Barry (Ed.). (1999). Readings in Juvenile Justice Administration New York: Oxford
University Press.

Feld, Barry (1993). Justice for Children: The Right to Counsel and the Juvenile Courts. Boston,
Massachusetts: Northeastern University Press.

Mauer, Marc (1990). Young Black Men and the Criminal Justice System: A Growing National
Problem. Washington, DC: Sentencing Project.

Merlo, Alida V. and Peter J. Benekos (2000). What's Wrong with the Criminal Justice System:
Ideology, Politics and the Media. Cincinnati, Ohio: Anderson Publishing Company.

Platt, Anthony M. (1977). The Child Savers: The Invention of Delinquency. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

Pope, Carl E. and W. Feyerherm (1993). Minorities and the Juvenile Justice System.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice.

Roberts, Albert (Ed.). (1998). Juvenile Justice: Policies, Programs, and Services. Second
Edition. Nelson Hall: Chicago, Illinois.
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Sadler, A. E. (1999). Juvenile Crime: Opposing Viewpoints. Greenhaven Press, Inc.: San Diego,
California.

Schwartz, Ira M. (1989). (In)Justice for Juveniles: Rethinking the Best Interests of the Child.
Lexington, Massachusetts: D.C. Heath Company.

Snyder, Howard N. And Melissa Sickmund (1999). Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999
National Report. (September) National Center for Juvenile Justice. Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Washington, DC: Office of Justice Programs.

Terrill, Richard J. (1999). World Criminal Justice Systems. Cincinnati, Ohio: Anderson
Publishing Company.

Weis, Joseph G., Robert D. Crutchfield, and George S. Bridges (Eds.). (2001). Juvenile
Delinquency (2"d ed). Thousand Oaks, California: Pine Forge Press.

Whitehead, John T. and Steven P. Lab (1999). Juvenile Justice: An Introduction. Third Edition.
Cincinnati, Ohio: Anderson Publishing Company.
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Course Analysis Questionnaire: CRIM 235
Survey of Juvenile Justice and Juvenile Law

Section A: Details of the Course

Al  The proposed course is part of the Criminal Justice System “Group A” controlled
electives. It is offered for majors only.

A2  This course requires changes in the content of existing courses within our
program. It is one component of a program revision. CRIM 235 will include
portions of the content currently offered in CRIM 270 Juvenile Justice System
and CRIM 361 Juvenile Law. CRIM 270 Juvenile Justice System and CRIM 361
Juvenile Law will be deleted as part of the program revision.

A3 This course has not been offered at IUP on a trial basis.

A4  The course will NOT be dual-listed.

A5  The course will NOT be taken for variable credit.

A6  This course is commonly found at other higher education institutions. Current
examples are listed on the pages immediately following this Course Analysis
Questionnaire.

A7  The content of the course is recommended by a professional society: the
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences [ACJS]. Our discipline does not have an
accreditation program,; instead, one of the two main professional societies has
published “minimum standards for criminal justice education” (see Appendix B).
Of relevance to this course, ACJS recommends that criminal justice programs

offer core courses in “juvenile justice processes™). Minimum Standards for
Criminal Justice Education, standard 2.a.

Section B: Interdisciplinary Implications
B1 The course will be taught by a single instructor.

B2  The course content is specific to our major; we see no conflict with the courses
offered by other departments.

B3 Seats in the course will be restricted to Criminology majors and Criminology Pre-
Law majors.
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Section C: Implementation

C1

C2

C3

C4

Cs

Cé

C7

Faculty resources are adequate. The proposed course is part of a major program
revision. The program revision was designed to fit departmental resources.

No additional resources are needed.
No part of the course is grant funded.

Frequency of course offering: every semester.
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

Number of sections: two (2).
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

Number of students per section: 35
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

Our professional societies have NOT made any recommendations regarding
enrollment limits or parameters for a course of this nature.

Section D: Miscellaneous

The proposed course is a staple in Criminology and Criminal Justice programs. The
content reflects course materials we currently teach. The proposed course, and the larger
program revision of which it is part, reorganizes existing program content to streamline
our curriculum and to reflect contemporary practices in the discipline.
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