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Part II. Description of Curriculum
1. Complete catalog description of old and new catalog description
New Catalog Description

COMM 271 Beginning Photography 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisite: COMM 101 or permission

Introduces beginning photography students to photography as a tool for communications
and as a life long leisure activity. It covers basic camera operation and other means of
image acquisition, imaging processing and manipulation, printing and photo finishing.
Student is required to have a camera, preferably a single-lens reflex, with fully manual
focusing and exposure capability.

Old Catalog Description

COMM 271 Beginning Photography 3c-01-3cr
Prerequisite: COMM 101 or permission '

Working with black-and-white materials, the student learns to operate a camera, develop
film, make contact prints and enlargements, and mount prints for display. Ancillary topics
are introduced such as filtration, print spotting, flash, and the use of accessory lenses.
Student is required to have a 35mm camera, preferably a single-lens reflex, with fully
manual focusing and exposure capability.

2. Listing of changes

As can be seen, the old catalog description is very specific and reflects the technology
when it was written. The new description covers the same concepts but is not related to a
specific technology.

There will be no change in prerequisite or contact hours.
3. Rationale for change

The original catalog description for Beginning Photography was written long before
computer technology and digital imaging became readily available. As a result it was
written for specific technology and limits the use of new technology from being used in
the current offering. Even though the technology has changed the essential and basic
concepts of photography that are taught have not changed.

We propose to update the catalog description so that it is more generic in order that the
catalog description does not need to be revised every time new technology is created and
becomes available. We can assure the committee that this will still be a course in basic
photography teaching the same basic photographic objectives.
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