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Part II. Description of Curriculum Change
1a. Catalog Description of Revised Minor

Completion of the minor in Special Education will prepare students to have a better understanding of the
social, emotional, and learning characteristics of individuals with mental retardation, autism,
developmental disabilities, learning disabilities, brain injuries, emotional and behavioral disorders,
physical disabilities and multiple disabilities. In addition, students taking this minor will develop a
thorough understanding of PL 105-17, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which
addresses the rights of individuals and parents regarding inclusion in the regular classroom, delivery of
services in inclusive settings and transition planning.

The minor in Special Education is an 18-semester hour program with 3 required semester hours and 15
elective semester hours. The required semester hours are met through enrollment in EDEX 111
Introduction to Exceptional Children. This course will provide essential information regarding IDEA (PL
105-17) as well as an overview of the field of Special Education thus allowing the minor candidate to
select a more focused area of concentration.

This minor would be of interest to Sociology, Psychology, Child Development and Family

Relations, Criminology and Secondary Education majors who are interested in interacting or working
with individuals with disabilities. This minor can also provide a foundation of study for the pursuit of
teacher certification in Special Education at the post baccalaureate or graduate levels. To be accepted into
the minor a student must have a minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA.



1b. List of Courses and Credits for the Minor

Current Program
Minor: Special Education

Required Course:

EDEX 111

Introduction to Exceptional Persons

Controlled Electives: (Select five of the following courses)

EDEX 112
EDEX 340
EDEX 415
EDEX 458
EDEX 469

EDEX 478

EDEX 460

Typical and Atypical Growth and Development

Behavior Management in Special Education

Preschool Education for Children with Disabilities

Vocational Preparation and Transition for Youth with Disabilities
Education of Persons with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders,
Learning Disabilities or Brain Injury

Education of Persons with Mental Retardation /Developmental
Disabilities and Physical or Multiple Disabilities

Family Perspectives on Disability

Total Requirements:

Revised Program
Minor: Special Education

Required Course:

EDEX 11§

Introduction to Exceptional Persons

Controlled Electives: (Select five of the following courses)

EDEX 340
EDEX 415
EDEX 458
EDEX 469

EDEX 478

EDEX 460

Behavior Management in Special Education

Preschool Education for Children with Disabilities

Vocational Preparation and Transition for Youth with Disabilities
Education of Persons with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders,
Learning Disabilities or Brain Injury

Education of Persons with Mental Retardation /Developmental
Disabilities and Physical or Multiple Disabilities

Family Perspectives on Disability

Total Requirements:
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2b. List of Associated Course Changes
There are two changes that are involved in this revision:
The following course will be deleted from the controlled electives of the program.
e EDEX 112 Typical and Atypical Growth and Development
The following course will replace EDEX 111 Irzrroducriocfﬁo Exceptional Persons.
EDE X [\ vo h\ remarn un .
e EDEX 110 Introductionto Exceptional Persons is currently in proposal form (number and

prerequisite change) and in s of the UWUCC. The new EDEX 110 version of this course
is to replace the old E ton in the minor.

3. Rationale for Change

The reason the Special Education Minor is undergoing a curriculum change is directly related to the
changes that have occurred in the Education of Exceptional Persons Program. As a result of Pennsylvania
Department of Education changes in certification guidelines the Education of Exceptional Persons
Program is collaborating with the Early Childhood Education Program in the Professional Studies in
Education Department to collaboratively offer an Early Childhood/Special Education Dual Certification
Program.

In creating the new curriculum for the Early Childhood/Special Education Dual Certification Program
EDEX 112 has been undergone a prefix change and a significant revision in content to more accurately
reflect an early childhood focus and is now ECSP 112. Because of this change EDEX 112 is now only
needed by the Disability Services Program and the Special Education minor. The combined number of
students in these two programs and the increased demand from the ECSP program curriculum on Special
Education faculty do not justify spending valuable complement maintaining a duplicate course within the
department for a small number of students.

Deleting EDEX 112 from the Special Education minor will not impact the ability of students currently
enrolled in the minor from completing the minor requirements and will not negatively impact the quality
of the minor curriculum. The deletion of EDEX 112 will only reduce the list of controlled electives from
seven to Six.



Part III. Implementation

1. How will the proposed new track affect students already in the existing program?
There will be no effect on students already in the existing program.

2. Are faculty resources adequate? If you are not requesting or have been authorized to hire
additional faculty, demonstrate how these courses will fit into the schedule(s) of current faculty?
What will be taught less frequently or in fewer sections to make this possible?
Faculty resources are currently adequate. Courses offered within this minor are courses that are
routinely scheduled in the ECSP and Disability Services programs. There should be no need to
change or modify existing course offering patterns for existing courses in the minor.

3. Are other resources adequate? (Space, equipment, supplies, travel funds)

Current resources are adequate.

4. Do you expect an increase or decrease in the number of students as a result of these revisions?
If so, how will the department adjust?

No increase or decrease in the number of students interested in the minor is expected.
5. Intended implementation date (Semester and year)

The department would like the revised minor and minor name change to go into effect with the
Fall semester 2011.

Part IV. Periodic Assessment

1. Describe the evaluation plan. Include evaluation criteria. Specify how student input will be
incorporated into the evaluation.

There will be several measures used as formative and summative data to evaluate the new
minor’s effectiveness. These will include: 1). student course evaluation data, and 2). survey data
of new minor completers satisfaction with their minor coursework. The data will be used to
inform changes in program objectives, student outcomes and key assessments which are
currently in development.

2. Specify the frequency of the valuations.

Data will be collected and analyzed semi-annually, annually and bi-annually.
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Student course evaluation data will be collected and analyzed semi-annually. It will be used by
program faculty in the decision making process during annual program retreats in which
curricular issues are discussed and resolved.

3. Identify the evaluating entity.

The evaluating entity would be the Education of Exceptional Persons Program Curriculum
Committee.



