


Part II. New Syllabus of Record 

I. Catalog Description 

BIOL 107 Introduction to Forensic Biology 3c-0l-3cr 

Prerequisites: Non-Biology department majors and minors only 

A broad overview of basic principles underlying modern applications of biology in 
forensic science. The course explores the science of forensic biology, traditionally 
known as serology, and the broad scope of laboratory tests used to investigate crimes 
involving DNA, blood, and other body fluids. Focuses on the issues related to DNA 
fingerprinting as they apply to public or legal proceedings in the law enforcement arena. 
(Does not count toward Biology Electives, Controlled Electives, or Ancillary Sciences for 
Biology majors and minors). 

II. Course Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

Objective 1: 

Describe and apply an understanding of the general methodology of modern biology in 

forensic science. 

Expected Student Learning Outcomes 1 and 2: 

Informed and Empowered Learners 

Rationale: 

Assignments will require students to have a level of knowledge DNA fingerprinting and 
serology that will enable them to understand how these techniques work. Assignments 
will also require students to evaluate ways to collect evidence, preserve samples of 
biological evidence, and critically analyze DNA data and to use this examination to 
explain how DNA fingerprinting tests are interpreted. 

Objective 2: 

Compare how general forensic evidence has been perceived over the years by 

identifying the issues related to forensic science and modern methods and strategies in 
forensic biology. 

Expected Student Learning Outcome 2: 

Empowered Learners 
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