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Catalog Description - CULTURE ARFA: LATE

IN AMERZICR

3 Semester Hours Credict

An introcduction to the peorles ans culturas of rLatin
Rmerica. Focuses on the prehistory and development of pre-
Columbian ceomplex sccistiss in M2scamerica ané the Andas,
and analyzss the impact of European colonialism on thess
major regions. Also examines contamrorary issues, such as
ClVil W&rs, eccnomic davalcpment, rural-ursan migrations,
‘nc ml;:aticn and immigratiocn of Latin American T=2oplas into




CULTURE AREA: LATIN AMERICA

VIQTOR GARCIA Office Hours:
Keith Hall, Rm. 125 Tu-Th 4:30-5:30
(x2732) We 2:00-5:00

COURSE DESCRIPTION

. This ccurse provides an historical overview of rural
scclety and agriculturs in Mexico. Other Latin American
countries will be discussed, as well. Knowledge of this
society and incdustrv is essential to understanding our
neighbors to the south. 1In spite of industrialization,
Latin America’s agrarian lsgacv continues to impact its
economic development efforts.

The first section of the course describes the origins
and develorment of settlements and agriculture in
Mescamerica. It also covers =zmplex Trz-Columbiaz z-sistiag
found in the lowlands [Mavans] and highlands [Aztaecs] of
Mexico.

The seccnd section addresses European (Spanish] contact
and conquest of the conplex societies. It will examine the
intrcduction of 0Olé World livestock and crops in the New
Werld. nis secticn alsc exzzmines the emergance and
development of the hacienda, the dominant agricultural
enterprise in nearly all of the countries in colonial Latin
America. The role of the hacienda in national and wcrld
economies, and its impact on indigenous and other
populations in the countryside, will be included in the
examination. ,

The third and last section of the course continues the
examination of the hacienda into the neocolonial periecd. It
also includes agrarian reforam programs and the emergence of
true peasantries in the twentieth century. This section
also examines the adverse affects of agribusiness in Latin
America, and the survival of the peasantry and peasant
agriculture in light of "medernization" programs implemented
by national and international agencies. The use of peasant
labor in U.S. southwestern agriculture will be included in
this section, as well.

COURSE FORMAT

The format of the course will consist of lectures and
discussions: lecture in the first half of the class, and
discussion in the remaining half-hour. Class members are
encouraged to express their opinions and urged to enlighten
their peers. 1In order to hold lively discourse, it is
important to complete assigned readings and to view the
films. More importantly, you must talk.



RTCUIRID READING

1. A Reader - a collection of photocoried articles
(available at Copies Now].

2. Wolf, E., Sons of the Shaking Earth [available at the
Co-Op Book Store and Book Exchange]

3. Reserve readings at library

CCURSE REQUIREMAENTS

Students should attend all lectures in order to benefit
from the course. Experience has shown that students with
regular attendance score high on the examinations and,
subsequently, earn the highest grades. In addition, films
will be shown on the dates listed in this syllabus and
cannct be rescaduled. 1If ycu miss a filnm, you will find it
extremely difficult to answer questions cn an examination.

The final grade of the course will be based cn three
examinations and a book report. The exams will consist of
short answer ané essay questions; and will cover lectures,
readings, and films.

Make-up examinations will ke permitted only in cases of
illness or other compelling circumstances. A pnysician’s
nots or other written dccumentation is raquired to prove
your legitimats excuse. The rule is simple: nc legitimate
excuse, nc make-up. Exempticns will nct ke made.

The book review should be four to six pages in length,
and should review a noveél or a scholarly work written by a
Latin American author. tudents should meet with instructor
to select a novel, ethncgraphy, or book by October 31lst.
Further written instructions will be provided on this date.
Beok Reports are due on December 10th.

The final grade will be determined in the following
manner:

Exam #1 25 % of the final grade
Exam #2 25 3 ¥ " n "
Exam #3 25 g0 m " "
Book Report 25 3 % " " "

CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READINGS
Date Topic
INTRODUCTION
Sep 05 INTRODUCTION AND CLASS ORIENTATION

Sep 10 GECGRAPHY AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY, PART I
Readings: Wolf, Chapters 1, 2, 3

Sep 12 GEOGRAPHY AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY, PART II
FILM: THE MEXICAN WAY OF LIFE



Sep

Sep

Sep

Sep
Cct

Cct

Oct

Cct

3 8

17

19

24

26

0l

03

08

10

15

17

22

24

29

31

o - e e e
PRI~CCLIMMEINY CITILIZATIONS ANT acns -

AN b " " it e e e

EARLY PEOPLES OF AMERICA

FILM: MAN ON THE RIM: THE PEOPLING OF THE
PACIFIC - FIRST FOOTSTEPS

Readings: Wolf, Chapters 4 & 5

EARL¥ SETTLELTS AND AGRICULTURE, PART I
Readings: Palerm, "The Agricultural Basis of
Urban Civilization in Mesoamerica"™

EARL¥ SETTLEMENTS AND AGRICULTURE, PART II
rReadings: Wolf, Chapters 6 & 7
FIIM: MAY CM TUD RIM: TUYZ DEOPILING QF TuT

PACIFIC, 9 - ROADS WITHOUT WHEELS

ADVANCED CIVILIZATIONS AND AGRICULTURE, PART I
ADVANCED CIVILIZATIONS AND AGRICULTURE, PART II
FILM: MAN OF THE RIM: THE PEOPLING OF THE
PACIFIC, 10 - TEE FEATHERED SERPENT

EXaM #1

ETCRCPEAN CCNTACT, CCONQUEST, ANT CCLONTALISH

CONTACT AND CCNQUEST, PART I

Readings: Wolf, Chapter 8; Crosby, "0ld World
Plants and Animals in the New World" [Reserved
reading at library]

CONTACT AND CONQUEST, PART II

THE PRE-HACIENDA PERIOD: TRIBUTE, LABOR, AND
CHANGES IN NEW WORLD AGRICULTURE, PART I
Readings: Wolf, Chapters 9 & 10

THE PRE-HACIENDA PERIOD, PART II

THE HACIENDA PERIOD: OLD WORLD AGRICULTURE IN THE
NEW WORLD, PART I

Readings: Warman, "Peace, Order and Prcgress"
[Description of an Hacienda in Morelos]/[Reserved
reading at library]

THE HACIENDA PERIOD, PART II

HACIENDAS AND PLANTATIONS: A DISCUSSION
Readings: Wolf and Mintz, "Haciendas and
Plantations in Middle America and the Antilles"
[Reserved reading at library]

EXAM #£2



Nov
Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov

Dec

Dec

0S5

12

14

19

21

26

28

03

05

10

12

NZCCOLONIALISM, REVOLUTION, AND 2ACTIMTIY nmmanw

CRISES AND THE REVOLUTION, PART I
Readings: Hansen, "The Mexican Miracle: Origins"
[Reserved reading at Library]

CRISES AND THE REVOLUTION, PART II

PEASANT UPRISINGS AND REVCLUTION, PART I
Readings: Warman, "Revolution" [Description of
the Zapatistas and the Revolution in Morelos]
(Reserved reading at Library]

rind: MEXICO: TEZ FROZEN REVOLUTION

PEASANT UPRISINGS AND REVOLUTION, PART II

AGRARTIAN REFCRM, EJIDOS, AND INDUSTRIALIZATION,
PART I

Readings: Hansen, "The Mexican Miracle: Fruition”
and "rruicion for whom?"; Warman, "Distributicn®
fAgrarian Refcorm and Land Distributicon in Morelcs!
[Reserved readings at library]

AGRARTAN REFCRM, ECICCE, AND INDUSTRIALIZATICN,
PART IT

THE SURVIVAL OF THZ PEASANTRY AND PEASANT
AGRICULTURE, PART I -

Burawoy, "The Functions and Reproduction of
Migrant Laber: Comparative Material from Southern
Africa and the United States™

THANKSGIVING

THE SURVIVAL OF THE PEASANTRY AND PEASANT
AGRICULTURE, PART II
Film: NINE NATIONS OF AMERICA

MEXTICAN PEASANTS IN THE UNITED STATES, PART I
Reading: Fernandez & Gonzalez, "U.S. Imperialism
and Migration: The Effects on Mexican Women and
Children"

MEXICAN PEASANTS IN THE UNITED STATES, PART II
FILM: THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BORDER
BOOK REPORTS ARE DUE.

SOME CONCLUDING REMARKS: WHAT IS IN THE FUTURE
FOR RURAL SOCIETIES AND° AGRICULTURE IN LATIN
AMERTICA?

EXAM #3, TIME AND PLACE TO BE ANNOUNCED

A
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cn Ne profsssicnal scciety ragulatss this tvpe of coursa.
C7. Thiz course is cne cf saveral crptions which gur mzicrs
may take to fulfill their requirement for z culturas zraz
class. This will nct increass their overazll number of
cradit hours reguired, cnly their options zs tc how they
accemplish this requirement.
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A. Intallectual s

S Y, - e rem e -~ -
1 Inquiry, lcgical thinking, analys:s, svnzhazis,
[21] . - -~ < - - - - - - ~
T2 courss is caantaersd arcund & seriss cf hiscoriczl and
- a e moiaad m se m sme a = mar e - ERETIE ST, St 4 - D T S, - ta . - et N e te -
wNes b Tdirve Ge | @SS wTd amcTaamTh v ClSanzTlOE Caz STLaSsLLTS
2T dbhey e amamAamnd ma v a2 Tepdd va myvAalmTgme 2wl gemlhiaaT $domseae
-u,—' - ;..:'..-:-; :'—-_...._’—-a¢; — -~ .\-‘ ;-.q‘:.-=—-.~.. :--‘.-. -—:
Wlio. ¢ Tresentad wiTl ¢3s5: studias, such as, tha
Si§Flacenent CI gFesiasancts Ircd thsir means ¢ subsisTancs oy
CAZlTE..3m, auild S &sasi o analyzs iz oCawies uto
T2 ms o2 3l e se Sae am Tl mes 2% = aeiqn— 2 Save mrea = - =
Mo wme T eces Vvt mwmEa M amaw e = S m st - - -——. e - —.—-—
s = - - - - e lq.~ - -~ - A - =% =y % - - S~ -
I1oTel2s3Ts ¢ Tias p2asantry. ~5 ancZisl ZLaWTLis, sTug=nTs
WLl e prassnzed wiztlh infcormacion o ozt ooZ
Se e VA n - rna o . PR —yram = Y Rl R S - PR
SEsVzlsanenT SE2Ds Ll NIzl oiLln T2 32%Q
i ~ - & < s 3 -t ama
1csnctily common tiemas in hew thesa ¢ Ims B¢
negatively affscy rural cepulziicns
- L'a.;.,. v_...-!.' raacss v —~eals e TigEamsme
2. itaracy WIltlng, reacing, sceaXing, listening.
P ey s 1 . - S - P oam an .o - ol e < sem oe e s A
Stuldents will ke saxpzzted to =2npresz sffzciively thais
s i - : = “ T = b o de = . d =
wnasrscanding of tha subisct mastitsr ¢ the csurse in gssay
- 3 - - - e - S g ves = P - - T g
Zaminaciosns a2 ™ 2 wrliftsn revisw of @ feck kv & Latin
a -5 - g - S LR v : 1 ) : iS4 ~n
amerlcan autacr. In additicn, therse will ke significant
4 : -~ -l ¥ . < 1
reading assignmsnts that g2 well EBavend tairs hesks - casa
i s = s i bl SO } , ;
studiss ¢ Latin American culturss writtsa kv renswned Latin
- . ; .
and Nerth American authors. Moresover, threcughcut the cliass
, . ; . .
students will be called upon to relate their readincs to
= ]
class lectures ané tc participace in regular class

discussiocns.

4. Historical consciousness. A fundamental assumption
of the course is that it is impossibliz to understand
centemporary peoples and cultures of Latin America without a
solid grounding in the history c¢f the region ané the inter-
action of its peoples with Europeans and North Americans
over the long 500 year era of colonialism.

6. Values. The course covars a wide range of ethical
issues that the studsnts will 22 expected to read ascut and
discuss in class. These ethical issues inclucde the concept
of race aund racism in the context of Latin American sociaty,
the impact of Eurocamerican colonialism on Latin American
cultures, the contiauing ecsnomic, military, political, and
cultural influence that the United States has in the region,



To: tuersy IvEr ZanTral Amaer 3nT ZuZan reluzszz in
Ths T2 StTztas. and the insgus a5 that ayizt within
latin American csuntries, especia in the ccuntrvsids.

ALl cZ thesz issuss zre clossly r Tzd and ¢I maicr ccncern
toc Latin Amsrican. 2An awarenass hese complex issues ars
raquired to truly undsrstand cur neighbors to the South.

B. Acquiring knowledge and understanding essential to an
educated person ~

1s raccgnizaed Dy The new Lizerel scudies curricuium,
iiving in an increaszingly intarcosnnsctad and
sendant werld, vat mest Americans ars gocrly inZormed
2splses cI ctiier parti o the world, esgecrallv those
in devwalczing countriss M2y misiszding starsctvtes
cncarning the charazcter and ability cf these csoplis
15 courss2 se24s5 o dizpel.  In additisn, a cooplaza
aading oI tis werld must recsgnizs the historicsl and
CORIECTIINE TiaT 2UIST TeTweal Cur own wWesta-a
S ..'-v'z‘;;;:.:; —— ez ;:-":-_;;.-‘-----2 MOl ae Teim3 em3oo
STEINCEE Lo olErifer mtazas sammamsmdiaee s an S wat e na Studants
- = et v - o - - - W abbs - m o - - . - -aa = e
T2 recognizes the link kstween cursalives and the lives arnéd
Well-lelng ¢ paozlss in Latin Americs.

A. Multiple instructor course. Tiis ccurse 12 ne- &

JRLLTIlple rosTruce courssa.

B. Perspectives of ethnic and racial minorities ané of
women. The ccurse STrCngly emphasizes the importance of
uncerstanding the perspectives of non-Westarn ethnic groups
c¢f Latin American, especially indigenous cultures that have
survived centuries of colonialism. It specifically
adéresses the impac:i cf caritalism andé colcnialism on tha
status of wemen aad traditicns of indigencus groups in Latin

(U]

-
America, rsvealing that wcmen were inrtsgrated inte naz:icnal
eccnepies as a scurce of chasap laker and native pecplas
focund themselves iz a simil ata. In addition, tc provide
an alcernative persgectiv e peint of visw of the

int of
tudents will ke required

ianastructer and reading a u
by a Latin American

s
to read and writs a revies
author.

W mis
'J.
O u) crfu

: e

C. Substantial works of fiction or non-fiction. Though a
book preoviding an overview of Mesocamerican history and
culture is used, the coursz will also require the students
ts read works focusing on particular Latin American peoples
written by anthropologists, in scme cases Latin American
éntiircrscicgists. In addition, as creviously statsad,
students will be required to read and write about a werk of
fiction or non-£fiction written by a Latin American author.

e
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t=sducsery Courss T mmrtremma -
3] Intrcducccery Courss, JalE CTuszs a
2t = tai e T e e s e aaa ——. e - S Sy e e - e = -~ = eala e d e
LT SCSLASCY JEDITEL oZUTOLT oLz LT o= 2 Zlglc
- - .
Py S ligm mAar T2 1m 8 ey iamrasasas A F.
CUITlouiln noy S Le & Lzl TLESZLCR -
- . P . . oo : \
Easimmas =a ZgIrme mad s memd e Teey s PR R
LSS agiSL O aSSudle Lslcllesl e Rl SLICW _vu_-g.{
- s . Dt - . o .
noar Fz2ms T Y avd e ERrN Sk Am.
LCI Zamloiarlity with Latin americsa.

El. Ethical Issues. Throughout the coursa emphasis will. he
placed on erthical 1ssues that the students will be reguirs
to read about and discuss. These ethical issues include (a)
2 uncderstanding and evaluation of the impact of European

2nd Mootk American ccolonizlism in the ragisn, (B)Y the
conflict between the 2ccnomic develeozment ¢f Latin Amerisan
ccuntriss and ths rights c¢f indigencus groups, such 2z ths
TIGLTE ¢ tasss Irougs T hold ¢n ts their traditisnsl
clamusnal lznds, {c) the plicght of eccnemic and pelizical
Latin American raiugess in the Unitsd S2=3z23. ALY 27 thess
issuss will fccuz the gtudsnts attenticn en ths cornmsc-isns
petween our owna ccuntry and the lives ¢f pecplss of Lazin
AnESICE

E2. Define and analyze preblems. Ths courss will srovids a
S$ETl23 oI QUSSTICNEISPrCILEMI Ior ths gtudents To pondsr and
gvaluats., TFor example, students will te prasantad wizth
inZormatlon cn thie conTtrovarsy over the conguest of cra-
ColumZlan scolatliis Dy Spanzzl oand Sooouguoszs colonizeos.
Thevy will then be askad to discuss both the negativs and
PCSLtTive consegusicas c T2 COonGuest Lor foch the pre-
Cclumbian scciatias and Eurcpe. Tha point of this zuzrciza
is to help the students undsrstand the concspt of
cclenialism and the many ways that Eurcpean exgansicn
effected many nocn-Western cultures. In additizsn, tha
survival of ths colenial lzgacy in contemperary Latin
American will zlso be éiscussed in light of tha colcnizlism
of the past.

Anctiher examplile oI an effort to havs the studsn=s
deiins and analyz:2 guesticns/preblems is the issue of =he
scatus of eccnemic =nd geolitizal Latin Amarican rafuzza:oin
the Unitsd statss. Thers is great centroversy cver whether
these refugees shculd be allowed to enter, live, and werk in
this country. students will be askad to ra:d abcut a=nd
evallats rscant arguments con the subject. Ia additiza, thav

i1l be asked tc assess the options for the U.S. government.

in addressing this pressing issue.

E3. Communicate knowledge and exchange ideas. “sStudents
wili be expected to participate actively in class
discussions of the issues summarized above. This will
include analysis of ad hoc’case studies presented in class
that may relate to larger ethical issues or theoretical
pssitions. In addition, all students will ke requirzd to
write a critical beck reviaw of a2 work of fiction or necn-
fiction by a Latin American author.
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£8. Rsccgniza ralaticnship between class toticz and currzan-
issues The Clurs2 will STrOnCLY Smpnis-zs -8 re.z--on
Dztween the topics covered in the clasg and contsmoara=e
izguss znd intellisctuzl trands. The courss will adérass
issues of colecnialism and economic zand politiczl rafucses
(see EZ adbove), assass the 1npact cf European and North
American colonizlism and evaluate the argument that

ccuntries sucn &s Mexico continue in a "neccolonial®
relationship with the West, especially with U.S. multi-

PO - b S .
nationzil firms., It will also provide students with an
- - = e R HEELR P - - -~ - M -
uncerscancilng ¢ tia 1lnk tatwesn cur own standard of liviag
- 1. TTan s -~ - - - - - M .
1l Tiie Uniced Stztz2s ang scme ¢ the sconcnic and '
aavirgnmental issues that affect Latin America, such as
TCWilng scconcenic dLszgarivy Decwesn ths U.5. ené hsar
madmhlhams b Rl Daealy and +ha imrmareaesian aF Sameoranna znA
e = e et v - - -~ —ee - - v - weany - . - - et Y wam wwm s v oa ‘- - ———e o . e = -
£ - 1. 1 e - -4 - - = - . -
often lsthzal U.S. mazufactured pesticidss and herbicidss
inte the Latin anm n ocountrvside, The course will z3lso
- - - ) . P Ty e o - - T
halg scudants e the centribuzicn of U.S.
tachnolcygy and " TS Latin Amsrican agriculzurs
{ = i - -~ - =1 - 2T A e a g
{e.G., TR cre and the rcle o Westsara
ST nme s = e S wses o~
UT Y T rdlTiae TN T - aw o
= o o= = .-
LIZZXAL STUDIEZS ELECTIVES
.
Xnowledce arez ¢
Fe [ A A y
1. Treat ccncer t dezgth. Ths rzranicse
> . = s z
of the coursze :is rrant rs angd zroblsms cf
develogmant £azzd b Latin Amavican aaountriac cannat bae
~ ~ - % = - - - =}
uncerstecc withcut the study of the lcng history of the
< - = an - o by b ~ -
region, and the 08 years cf contact and ccnflict hetwaan
- - - by . - - -~ e %) e mde -t aeam = -
~a8TIa America axd tie West. Ths czurss attempis to move
- T LTET et
away IZrem traditicnal culture area courses that tend to
R - Loy b JF S0 -~ b < G s A4z - . s
€5CTrloe .culture tTr3lis c¢f dififarent groups in isolatien,
o o eaoITod gt TLo . .
withcout addressing ths peolitical, econemic, and his%arical
rared el Elaaes Sany l,.-‘;f
ConTaxl 1n wWiicll tzsv dsvelcsed.

2. Discusses major intellectual issues and theories of
discipiine. T22 CCUIsSs attempts LC UsSe Case scuc.ss o2
varicus regions of Latin American, namely Mesoamsricarn,
Andean and Cariszszn, as a vehicl: for uncderstanding majcs
intellectual and thecoretical issues of intarest to
contempcrary antarcpology. For example, the course will
cover theories on the orlgln of agriculture,-the development
¢f complex societiss, the rise of the peasantry; and the
relatlcnshlp of the state and thes peasantry. These theories
11 be presented in a way that recognizes that many of the
stuannts will not have a background in antaropcilogy.

3. Allow students to understand and apply methods of
discipline. 1In z¢dressing the MajoOr 1ACTeLiectUal zanc
theoretical issues of anthropology descrihed abcve the
stucents will insvitablv have the c¢v vortunitv to learn and
evaluate the methodo1ogy used in the dlsc1pllne. The
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LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL. PARTS 1-3: GENERAL INFORMATION CHECK-LIST
———=0 A DRMATION CHECK-LIST
L Please indicate the LS category(ies) for which you are applying:

LEARNING SKILLS:

— First Composition Course Second Compositi

T e position Course
KNOWLEDGE AREAS:

— Humanities: History Fine Ars

_ Human;u:es: Philos/Rel Studies —— Social Sciences

— Humanites: Literarure - — Non-Western Cultures
— Natural chz Laboratory Health & Wellness

—— Namral Sci: Non-laboratory —Z Libteral Studies Flective

IL Pla:§e use check marks to indicate which LS goals are primarv, secondarv, incidental, or not
apolicable. When you meet with the LSC to discuss the course, you may be asked to explain how these
will be achieved.

q
Prim Sec Incid N/A
A. Intellectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:

< 1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, cridcal analysis, synthesis, decision making,
and other aspects of the critcal process.

e 2. Literacy—writing, reading, speaking, listening.
= 3.  Undersunding numerical data.
< 4. Historical consciousness.
< 5.  Sciendfic Inquiry.
Cal 6.  Values (Ethical mode of thinking or application of ethical percegtcn).
« 7. Aesthetic mode of thinking.
d B. Acquiring a Body of Knowledge or Understanding Essential to an Educated

Personr

«~ C. Understanding the Physical Nature of Human Beings

D. Collateral Skills:
N 1. Use of the library.
=~ 2. Use of computing technology.

OI The LS criteria indicate six ways that courses should contribute to students’ abilities. Please check all
that apply. When you meet with the LSC, you may be asked to explain your check marks.

— 1. Confront the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject marter; realize that although
"suspended judgment” is a necessity of intellectual inquiry, one cannot live forever in suspension;
and make ethical choices and take responsibility for them.

L 2. Define and analyze problems, frame questions, evaluate available solutions and make choices. .

__1/ 3. Communicate knowledge and exchange ideas by various forms of expression, in most cases writing

and speaking. -
—— 4. Recognize creativity and engage in creative thinking.
—— 5. Continue leamning even after the completion of their formal education.

—_ 6. Recognize relationships berween what is being studied and current issues, thoughts, institudons,
and/or events. .
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Thie course Zalls clearly within the criteria for a ncon-
Westarn ccurse, It ceals with the pecples and culturss cf
Chres major rzoisns ¢f Latin Ame-i-a -- Mssczmaerica, Andss,
and the Carizbsan -- that ars substantialle &- 7= n

the prevailing cultures in the United States -and Western
Eurcpe. It presents the culture, as muck as pessikle, from
the viewpecint of Latin Amerlcans and emphasizes an o

integrated under s»anc;n; of historical, economic, pciitical,
&nd culcural dimensions of ths regicn. The course acéressas
gender issuss (e.g T2 impsct oI colenialism and nas-
scisnizalisn oo :;:a; Wiwel, =xnld raguiras ths 3%ufznzi ==
consult indigenous materials &y assigning rzadings =y
rencwned Msiican anthreopclegists, Angal Palzrm and Artu-c
darman, as well as critical kcck review of a work by a Latin
American auzacr



CHECK LIST -- NON-WESTERN CULTURES

Knowledge Area Criteria which the course must meet:

I(\l \\, Q.\ |

Treat concepts, themes and events in sufficient depth to enable students to appreciate the complexity,

hifstory and current implications of what is being studied; and not be merely cursory coverage of lists
of topics. .

Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practitioners of a discipline and explore
critically the important theories and principles presented by the discipline.

. Allow students to understand and apply the methods of inquiry and vocabulary commonly used in the

discipline.

Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever possible, the composition and mathematics skills built
in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies.

Non-Western Culture Criteria which the course must meet:

V

V'

Develop an understanding of contemporary cultures that differ substantially from the prevailing cuitures
of the United States, Canada, Western Europe, New Zealand and Australia.

Present cultures on their own terms with an appreciation of their dimensions, going beyond mere
description of a culture. Those dimensions may include religion, economics, politics, art, language,
literature, ethics, as well as other dimensions of the cultural milieu.

Address, where appropriate, the experience of women and/or the roles of men and women.

Additional Non-Western Culture Criteria which the course should meet:

/

Encourage the use of indigenous material whenever possible rather than rely on secondary instructional
material, reviews of the literature, or textbooks exclusively.

Encourage the student to acquire cultural appreciation and understanding, and provide students with an

_opportunity to demonstrate the ability to analyze and synthesize information about culture.

These additional Non-Western Cultures guidelines indicate the various forms which appropriate
courses may take: check all that apply.

-7
vV

Although a course may deal with a single culture,...
... comparative courses addressing relationships among cuitures are encouraged.

A course may' present one or more cuitures by emphasizing a single dimension, e.g. art, music, dance,
politics, religion. Such a course is appropriate if the dimension is represented in its cultural context,
emphasizing cultural ideals, norms and issues.

A variety of perspectives or methodologies--anthropological, geographical, historical, sociological, and
so forth--may be employed so long as the course emphasizes the cultural phenomena, issues and values
in contemporary society.

Literature courses, either in translation or in the language of the culture(s), can be appropriate if the
dimension is represented in its cultural context, emphasizing cuitural ideals, norms and issues.

An approved exchange/study abroad program, which meets the general criteria of the non-Western
requirements, may meet the requirements of the Liberal Studies program.

An internship can meet the requirements for a non-Western course. A research paper or a report should
be required that demonstrates learning appropriate to the Non-Western Culture criteria.

Interdisciplinary courses that treat cultural issues apart from the dominant United States, Canada,
Western Europe, New Zealand and Australian cuitures are encouraged.

94



CHECK LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

Knowledge Area Criteria which the course must meet:

v Treat concepts, themes and events in sufficient depth to enable students to appreciate the complexity,

history and current implications of what is being studied; and not be merely cursory coverage of lists
7 of topics.

Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practitioners of a discipline and explore
7 critically the important theories and principles presented by the discipline.

Allow students to understand and apply the methods of inquiry and vocabulary commonly used in the
discipline.

Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever possible, the composition and mathematics skills built
in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies.

Lib;eral Studies Elective Criteria which the course must meet:

Meet the "General Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”

v Not be a technical, professional or pre-professional course.

Explanation: Appropriate courses are to be characterized by learning in its
broad, liberal sense rather than in the sense of technique or preprofessional
proficiency.. For instance, assuming it met all the other criteria for Liberal
Studies, a course in "Theater History" might be appropriate, while one in "The
Craft of Set Construction” probably would not; or, a course in "Modern
American Poetry™ might be appropriate, while one in "New Techniques for
Teaching Writing in Secondary Schools” probably would not; or, a course on
"Mass Media and American Society” might be appropriate, while one in
"Television Production Skills" probably would not; or, a course in "Human
Anatomy” might be appropriate, while one in "Strategies for Biological Field
Work" probably would not; or, a course in "Intermediate French” might be
appropriate, while one in "Practical Methods for Professional Translators"
* probably would not.
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