Minutes
University Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Tuesday, November 30, 2004
16A Leonard Hall

I.       Call to Order:  3:20 PM
Present: Carranza, Craig, Hannibal, Hoffsommer, Martin, Matsubara, Numan, Peterson, Sadler, Scandrett, Sechrist, Soule, Staszkiewicz, Wibowo
Excused:  Flickinger
Absent: Orife
Guest:  Dr. Nick Kolb, Dr. John Henry Steelman, Dr. Joette Wisnieski
II. Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of November 23, 2004 were approved with three editorial changes on a Craig/Hannibal motion.
III.       Co-Chairs Report
Sechrist led a discussion of the procedure for approving distance education courses.  Drs. Kolb and Steelman were there to represent management and APSCUF, respectively.  While Dr. Wisnieski was at the meeting to discuss her specific proposal, she provided some very important insights into the process of writing up the proposals from the perspective of someone who had just gone through it.  The UWUCC was unanimous in its desire to develop a process that clearly separated the approval of the course as a distance education course from the process of verifying that faculty members had the appropriate background/training to deliver distance education courses.  A draft form was shared by Dr. Kolb and the committee made the following suggestions:  1. the form should clearly document that the course description and course objectives in the syllabus of record are the same as those for the distance education course.  Part 1 of the form should be an opportunity for the proposer to demonstrate, in narrative, that the course objectives can be met in a distance education format. The current questions should be used and the proposer should provide a sample module/unit/lesson.  Part 2 of the form should be the place where the department signs off on each of the questions.  Dr. Steelman indicated that the addition of the signature by the dean is something he would like to discuss at Meet and Discuss. Dean Kolb will revise the form based upon the input/suggestions made by the UWUCC and the guests.
            At the end of the meeting the following additional points were made:

            1)  On #8 on the Procedures to Prepare page, it needs to be made clear that scheduling of a course
            comes after approval not before.   2)  The committee also suggests that a deadline be put into effect

            for approval of DE proposals that a department plans to offer the following semester.  A suggested
            date was by the time of registration--this would allow further time for development and approval
            plus it would enable registration.  

IV.       Honors College Committee Report

For information:

      Approved Lilia Savova's HNRC 499 course, Perspectives on Eastern Europe
V.  
Liberal Studies Committee Report 
No report
VI.
04-31 MGMT 454 International Competitiveness, distance education (Joette Wisnieski)
Dr. Wisnieski responded to the concerns raised by the UWUCC at its November 16 meeting.  There were still some questions regarding the discrepancy between the objectives identified in the syllabus of record and those presented for the distance education proposal.  It was also suggested that reference to the need for a computer be placed in a more prominent place.  Conditional approval was given on a Staszkiewicz/Sadler motion.  Dr. Wisnieski will resubmit the proposal with these corrections.
VII.    
04-34 HIST 483 Honors Thesis, title change (was HIST 483 Honors Thesis/Independent Study)
There were no problems identified in the submission of this request for a title change.  Proposal passed on a Scandrett/Martin motion.
VIII.     04-22 Art History, new minor program
One minor correction in the title was identified and will be corrected.  Proposal passed on a Scandrett/Hoffsommer motion.  Matsubara abstained.

IX. 04-32  MKTG 421 Marketing Research, distance education (Lisa Sciulli, Charlene Bebko, Krish Krishnan, Rajendar Garg, Varinder Sharma & Madan Batra)

There was no syllabus of record supplied with the proposal so it was not possible to confirm that the distance education course addresses the same objectives as the regular course.  The UWUCC understands that the department wants to offer this course in the spring so provisional approval was given on a Peterson/Hoffsommer motion pending submission of the syllabus of record and verification by Sechrist.
IX. 04-35 GEOS 103 Oceans and Atmosphere, distance education (Steve Hovan)
There were no objectives provided for the distance education version of the course.  Provisional approval was given on a Martin/Numan motion.  Sechrist will confirm that the objectives are the same.
X. New Business:  Recognition of Helen Hoffsommer
Student member, Helen Hoffsommer, will not be able to participate on the UWUCC during the spring semester because of her internship.  The UWUCC recognized her contributions to the committee and commended her for her work.
XII.
 Adjourned at 4:45 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Mark J. Staszkiewicz
