
Residential

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible

VI. DRIVING 
ENVIRONMENTS & THEIR 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Lessons and Hints to Work With Your New Teen Driver

Part 6



 

{ǘŀǊǘ {ƛƳǇƭŜ 
²ƻǊƪ {ƭƻǿƭȅ 
tǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ wŜǇŜŀǘ 

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ Υ 
ά{ǘŀǊǘ {ƛƳǇƭŜΣ ²ƻǊƪ {ƭƻǿƭȅΣ tǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ wŜǇŜŀǘέ 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ όƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦύ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴΦ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ 
ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎǿŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ 
ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
{ǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ 
ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜπ
ŎƻƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΦ  

!ƊŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻǧŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǎŀŦŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻπ
ŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ  
 
5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ  ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎ όƭƻǿ 
ǎǇŜŜŘǎΣ ǎǇŀǊǎŜ ǘǊŀŶŎΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ƛǎ ǎŀŦπ
ŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊΥ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ƘŀōƛǘǎΣ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Σ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ƘŀȊπ
ŀǊŘǎΣ ƭŀƴŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇŜŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ όǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊύ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎǘ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

START SIMPLE

WORK SLOWLY

PRACTICE, REPEAT
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RESIDENTIAL DRIVING LESSONS

Use the idea of :

ÅòStart Simple, Work Slowly, Practice, Repeató

ÅDonõt overwhelm the new driver (or yourself) with 
too much, too soon.

Because of their complex features, rural roads, 
highways or expressways are not good starting 
areas.

Start with simple tasks in simple areas and move to 
more complex areas as the new driver becomes 

more competent. 

RESIDENTIAL DRIVING LESSONS

After your new driver has gotten more familiar with the 
vehicle and driving procedures in a safe, open area, the 
next step will be to introduce them into the Residential 
Driving Environment. 

Driving in this area with itõs characteristics (low speeds, 
sparse traffic, straight roads, etc.) is safer and allows for:

ÅDeveloping skills to reduce risk such as search habits, 
identifying a path of travel , avoiding hazards, lane 
position and space to the sides, and speed control and 
adjustments.

ÅAllows you (the mentor driver) to react quickly enough to 
student errors, and question the student to what they 
observe.
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DRIVING LESSONS

ÅTAKE BREAKS AS NEEDED 

Lesson length usually shouldnõt be more than 30 minutes.

They can be lengthened as you and the student become 
more experienced.

During breaks:
ÅTalk about what the student has done well, and what needs 

to be improved.

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible

DRIVING LESSONS

ÅSTAY CALM IN HAZARD SITUATIONS-TAKE CONTROL
ÅGuide steering with right hand to avoid collisions

as needed.

ÅBump gear selector to neutral, pull hand brake if 
needed.

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible

DRIVING LESSONS
Be aware of:

What the student driver is doing:

Å Doing what you directed?

Å Slowing and braking soon enough?

Å Signaling and steering incorrect direction?

What they see and their reaction to:

Å signs, signals,

Å other users,

Å roadway, space conditions.
AND 

What is happening ahead, to the side and behind you.

Constant search, awareness, anticipation.

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible



 

RESIDENTIAL STREETS
Characteristics

ÅLow Speeds -

ÅMaximum of 25 mph

ÅUn-posted in PA is 25  but can be posted lower.

ÅFew traffic controls

ÅPossibly Signs
ÅSTOP

ÅSpeed Limit, Warning

ÅLane markings
ÅNo center lines or edge lines

ÅPossible crosswalks and stop lines

ÅPossible curb markings

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible
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RESIDENTIAL STREETS

ÅTwo way or one way streets

ÅVary in width

ÅAlley ways

ÅMinimal traffic 

ÅPassenger vehicles

ÅSchool Buses

ÅDelivery, Recycling, Garbage

ÅPEDESTRIANS

ÅJOGGERS,WALKERS, CYCLISTS

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible


