


This workbook follows the practice lesson of “The Crash”. It will help you 

understand and how to use Stop, Think, & Go  decision making  process. By 

discussing the questions directed at “The “Crash”, and responding to the  

sections of the Decision Making Worksheet , you’ll be able to see and use 

the  decision filter processes in the class activities and when driving. 





“The 

Crash” 

Wanting to spend more time with her parents and friends 

during spring break, Susan leaves college after her last 

class at 4:00 p.m. On a Friday afternoon to begin her 300-

mile drive home. 

By 5:30 pm, the sky darkens, and a light rain begins to 

fall. The two-lane road is now dark, and visibility is poor. 

By 9:00p.M., Susan is only 10 minutes from home. Con-

sumed with thoughts of excitement and plans for the 

coming days, Susan is overcome by fear as her car, 

seeming to have a mind of its own, drifts off the road, 

strikes a ditch, and flips onto the roof. Although injured, 

Susan survives. 
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While measuring risk (Reality Filter) is an objective and scientific process, judging risk is a personal and 
subjective activity. Knowing the consequences and probability of risk still leaves the driver with having to 
decide whether to accept or reject the choice being filtered. 
 
Example: Susan’s choice to speed at night on wet roads, to save time and get home quicker to start her 
vacation earlier, placed her and other roadway users in harm’s way. Had she asked herself the four ques-
tions in the Responsibility Filter, she probably would have decided differently. Choice number 2 addresses 
the risk factors and dangers in this case study and would likely pass through the Responsibility Filter. How-
ever, some students might reject choice number 2 as being too risky given that Susan is tired and that sin-
gle vehicle crash rates increase after dark. Some students might prefer processing the third choice: "Susan 
should get a good night’s rest and begin her trip Saturday morning.” 
 






