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  ALUMNI UPDATES:  

Please send one or two sentences highlighting 

exciting events/milestones in your life/career.  
   

*Birth of a child           *Wedding         *Promotion       

      *Retirement      *Assumption of Command  

  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:  

We are looking for a few longer updates 

to include in a future issue. Please send 

either a half page single -spaced (12pt) 

as well as 3 or 4 clear pictures.  
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Magazine Staff Contact  

724-357-2700 

WarriorBNmagazine@gmail.com  

NEXT ISSUE: MAY 2020  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмф 
17   Ranger Challenge Competition 

Begins 

28 Homecoming Weekend (Open 

House) 

aŀǊŎƘ нлнл 
26 Combined FTX (Juniors & Sen-

iors)  

!ǇǊƛƭ нлнл 
18   Staff Ride (Seniors)  

24-25   Military Ball 2020  

aŀȅ нлнл 
08   Spring Commissioning Ceremony  

10   SFU Graduation & Oath of Office  

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл 
5     Classes Begin (UPJ)  

13   Classes Begin (SFU)  

21   Classes Begin (IUP, MAC)  

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 
17   Veterans Day Parade  

28 Dining In Event  

ABOUT THE COVER  

CDTs Kevin Neavling (left) and David Zipper-

len (right) help a Freshman unpack her car 

and move into her dorm room as she supervis-

es them packing the cart.  Cadets assisting on 

Freshman Move -In Day is a tradition at War-

rior Battalion that assures new Cadets and 

their parents that they have a family here 

and will be looked after and cared for by War-

rior Battalion and their fellow Cadets.   

Opposite: Cadets stand ready to assist on 

Freshman Move -In Day  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 
13 End of Final Exams (All Schools)  
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5éé. From the Professor of Military Science

6éé. From the Senior Military Science Instructor

7éé. Farewell from the Executive Officer

14éé. Fall Contracting &Commissioning 

19éé. Military Decision Making Process Week

20éé. State of the ROTC & Theta Chi Memorial 

Scholarship Dinner

24éé. Program and Cadet Sponsorship

25éé. Alumni Scholarship Highlight

26éé. Warrior Battalion Store Catalog

Freshman Welcome  

Freshman Cadet move -in fol-

lowed by fun, games and BBQ at 

Yellow Creek State Park  

Cadet Summer Training  

15 Cadets took their contracting oath and 5 

Cadets graduated and were commissioned  

LTC Faulknerõs State of the ROTC Address and 

the Heroes Memorial Scholarship  

Seniors plan the events that Warrior Battal-

ion hosts or participates in for the year  

Making the Big Screen  
Left: Cadets present the colors during the National An-

them at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh, PA on August 17, 

2019 for the Steelers vs Chiefs preseason game. The pres-

ident  of the IUP Alumni Associat ion, who works for  the 

Steelers organization, specifically requested the Warrior 

Battalion Color Guard to make this presentation.    

Warrior Battalion took 151 Cadets to 
Camp Dawson, WV to conduct rappel-

ling, ranges, and team building.  

Advanced Camp, Airborne, Air 
Assault, Basic Mountaineering, 
CTLT, NSTP, AMEDDIP, CULP  
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ  
aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
Lieutenant Colonel Dennis W. Faulkner  

Pathways to Service:  In an effort to integrate better with the 
community and to increase opportunities for local students to 
achieve a National Scholarship we have initiated a club at Indi-
ana High School named Pathways of Service.  This club expos-
es students to opportunities in all forms of service professions 
including Military, Emergency Services, and Law Enforcement.  
Additionally, we will assist those students interested in ROTC 
in completing their scholarship applications.  We anticipate 
many new local success stories will come from this and are 
grateful to the leadership at Indiana High School for assisting 
us in this effort. 

 Our current strength is at 164 Cadets (with 59 freshmen 
and Cadets at all 4 universities).  As always thank you to our 
Allies who continue to support the program with your time and 
money, we would not be able to do this without your support!   
I look forward to seeing everyone at events throughout the year 
and we are ready for a tremendous 2019/20 school year.   

Warriors First! Warrior 6 

LTC Faulkner promoted CDT Blackie to Cadet Battalion Commander 

and CDT Crawford to Cadet Battalion Executive Officer at FTX in 

recognition of their excellence in opening the fall semester.  

Family, Friends, Allies, and members of the Warrior Battal-
ion,  

 I want to wish farewell to our departing Executive 
Officer and Assistant Professor of Military Science (PMS) 
CPT Dan Beckers and his wife Theresa; they have been tre-
mendous members of the Warrior Battalion team and will be 
sorely missed.  And bid welcome to our incoming Assistant 
PMS CPT Adam Becker and his wife Kim.  Yes, it has been 
hard keeping all the CPT Bs straight around here, but I am 
sure we will get it together soon and we are excited to have 
them join the team.  Second, I would like to congratulate all 
our new LTs who were commissioned in 2019.  The Warrior 
BN exceeded our mission again, commissioning 20 new LTs 
to the US Army.  I am also pleased to report that we are on 
track to exceed our mission again in 2020, projecting 23 
LTs.  This yearôs seniors have hit the ground running and 
are doing an amazing job so far.  We should soon have the 
results of the 2020 accessions board and I expect we will 
again have great success in ensuring our seniors get their 
branch and component of choice.  I want to highlight the 
selection of senior Cadet Ethan Blackie as this yearôs Battal-
ion Commander.  We changed our selection process a bit 
this year to give a broader group of senior Cadets the oppor-
tunity to compete for the position and to base it more heavi-
ly on performance on campus once the semester began, con-
gratulations Cadet Blackie!  I know you will do great! 

 This year we have two new initiatives under way 
that I will highlight below: 

Spring Military Ball:  This year will not only continue the 
practice of linking our 20th year class with the commission-
ing class but it is also our 70th anniversary.  In recognition 
of this we are looking to make this yearôs Ball a multi-day 
event with several activities to ensure there is something for 
everyone to enjoy.  It is scheduled for 24-25 April 2020 and 
will be at the Blairsville Country Club.  We are currently 
planning to have an evening mixer on the 24th, with an op-
portunity for golf and some spa time during the day on the 
25th, culminating with the Ball on the evening of the 25th.  
Additional information/invitations as well as information on 
how to sponsor Cadets for the event will be coming out 
shortly.  I thank you in advance for your support and I look 
forward to seeing everyone again this year, it should be an 
amazing venue and a night to remember. 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ  
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ 
Master Sergeant Samuel Alter  

arrior Battalion,  

 I would like to start by congratulating our end -

of-summer commissioned 2 nd Lieutenants.  Great job on 

crossing the finish line and finishing strong in achiev-

ing your goals.  I wish you the best of luck in your next 

step and adventure in becoming a US Army Officer at-

tending BOLC.    

I cannot pass up the opportunity to congratu-

late all our newly advanced Seniors for a job well done 

during Advance Camp this summer at Fort Knox Ken-

tucky.  I had the chance to observe most of you execut-

ing your leadership missions and it was impressive.  

You all represented the Warrior Battalion and your 

universities extremely well.  I am looking forward to 

this year with your team owning and running the 

ROTC program.  The Senior class has started very 

strong with planning and organizing some great Fall 

Semester events.  Stay focused and dedicated to your 

mission and continue on your path to excellence.  Your 

organization will only be as good as its leaders make it.  

I wish you all the best of luck on your desired Army 

branch.   

The Warrior Battalion has grown with eager 

Cadets returning as Team leaders and Squad Leaders.  

We have been witnessing a stronger motivation and 

desire amongst our Cadets as they take ownership of 

their roles.  

The physical fitness has picked right back up 

and continues to get more strenuous as the weeks pro-

gress.   The Cadets are preparing for the new Army 

Combat Fitness Test as it will be implemented in the 

upcoming Summer Cadet Training as an evaluated 

event to take place of the Army Physical Fitness Test.  

They began this new training model with fitness clinics 

to help new cadets with proper form and techniques to 

prevent injuries as well as develop muscle growth.  I 

am looking forward to seeing the advancements in fit-

ness throughout the entire program.  

It is also competition season for the Ranger 

Challenge Club, and it is in full force.  Lead by CDT 

W 

 

 

Daigle and CDT Painter, they are training hard and prepar-

ing the team to bring home the win in October when they 

compete against 42 other ROTC programs throughout the 

northeast region.  Good luck and give it 110%!  

We hit the ground running and will continue to do 

great things for the university and our program.  Thank you 

to all faculty and staff who continue to support our program 

and to the community that supports our training events and 

allows us to be part of this great county.   

    

    Warriors First!  

     

    Warrior 7  

www.iup.edu/givetoROTC  

MSG Alter instructs Cadets at FTX  
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Farewell  

 I started my career as an enlisted infantryman 

in the Connecticut Army National Guard in 2003 and, 

after a deployment to Afghanistan in 2006/2007, I 

joined Army ROTC and earned my commission. After 

my time in ROTC, I had always wanted to be an Assis-

tant Professor of Military Science. . When it became 

clear I was on the short list for one of the two openings 

in the Active Guard and Reserve (AGR) Program as an 

Assistant Professor of Military Science, I begged my 

Battalion Executive Officer, Major Martinkis (IUP ô03), 

to influence the state to assign me to East Stroudsburg 

University. I had never heard of Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania, it was clear on the other side of the 

state, and my wife was due with our fourth child two 

weeks before the start date. He assured me that if as-

signed to IUP, I would not regret it. He was absolutely 

right and I am grateful for what has turned out to be 

the highlight of my career so far.  

 This battalion has an incredible history. Most 

universities support the military and many work well 

with their ROTC program. Indiana University of Penn-

sylvania, however, is not on the same playing field. Our 

program has its own building with our own large class-

rooms, an indoor rifle and pistol range, over a dozen 

offices, a cadet lounge, and a massive supply room.. 

Our professor of military science sits on the Council of 

Chairs, the Academic Affairs Council, and the Univer-

sity Faculty Senate. I have personally worked with 

each of the vice presidents on initiatives to grow Army 

ROTC and each of them were not simply enthusiastic 

about our proposals, but actively proposed ideas of 

their own. This is truly a uniquely supportive environ-

ment to develop our nationõs next military, civilian, and 

government leaders.  

 After learning I would be assigned to IUP 

ROTC, I also learned that Saint Francis University 

was part of the Warrior Battalion. I graduated from 

Franciscan University of Steubenville, which is the sis-

ter school of Saint Francis (the Franciscan Third Order 

Regular runs both universities). From day one, I hoped 

I would have the opportunity to instruct at Saint Fran-

cis and in Fall 2018 I was assigned to this small de-

tachment of about 16 Cadets.  

 With strong support from Father Malachi 

(President), Laura Papcunik (Finacial Aid and Veterans 

Affairs), Dr. Pete Skoner (Dean of the College of STEAM), 

former Army Captain Dr. Rombouts (Registrar), and the 

great work of now Second Lieutenants Sarah Davis and 

Kathleen Leary (both class of 2019), the program reached 

full stride. The Saint Francis program has grown from an 

average of one Second Lieutenant per year since its incep-

tion in 2010, to commission three officers in 2019 and three 

in 2020. They are now projected to commission six to seven 

officers in 2022 and seven to eight officers in 2023.   

 I am proud to have been here for many other War-

rior Battalion successes including a total branding cam-

paign, complete interior update to Pierce Hall, creation of 

the Warrior Battalion Store, the creation of the Warrior 

Battalion magazine, the revival of our connection to alum-

ni, the acquisition of dedicated dorm space, expansion into 

Mount Aloysius College and University of Pittsburg at 

Johnstown, etc. Under the leadership of LTC Dennis 

Faulkner, these and many other successes have already 

and will continue to provide for the excellent formation of 

Warrior Battalion Cadets for decades to come.  

 The support we enjoyed and the hard work of all 

ROTC instructors and staff while I have been here has al-

lowed us to double our commission potential. For 30 years 

we have commissioned an average of 17 new Officers, but 

in 2021 we will commission between 30 and 35. In 2022, we 

will reach 35 to 40. As I depart there are still several high 

impact initiatives that are being spearheaded by our excel-

lent Recruiting Operations Officer, Mr. Chris Chavira, that 

could realize another 30 to 50% growth for 2024 and be-

yond. I will always look back with satisfaction on the work 

accomplished during these 3 years and with affection for 

Warrior Battalion.  

 Thank you to all the Cadets from the class of 2017 

through 2023 for stepping forward to serve! Thank you to 

the cadre and staff for your friendship and your hard work!  

 

Warriors First!  

Captain Daniel Beckers,  

Executive Officer  


