RI Revolving Accounts: Using the Funds Responsibly (and compliantly)
When in doubt, ask before you spend.

RI Revolving Accounts provide researchers with flexible funding to support research and scholarly activity. These funds are generally generated from residual balances and other sources that are not or no longer tied to an external funding source. Because the funds are ‘operational’ in nature and not a sponsored project, the primary considerations are purpose, reasonableness, ethics, and good stewardship. 

The Basic Test:

1. Does this expense further research or scholarly activity?
2. Is the expense reasonable and appropriate for the purpose?
3. Can I clearly explain and document the business or research purpose?
4. Is this responsible use of funds?

If the answer to these questions is yes, the expenditure is generally appropriate and allowable.

Examples – NOT all Inclusive!

	Generally, Appropriate and Allowable
	Generally, Not Appropriate and Not Allowable

	Laptop or other technology needed for research/scholarly work
	First-class airfare

	Printer or other equipment for a research center/office
	Alcohol

	Research-related supplies
	Excessive or unnecessary meals

	Professional memberships related to research/scholarship
	Valet or comparable parking when reasonable alternatives are available

	Travel supporting research or scholarly activity
	Personal expenses

	Meals for a working evening with graduate assistants or students
	Entertainment or expenses primarily for personal benefit; gifts of any kind

	Software or technology that supports research/scholarly activity
	Luxury or excessive purchases without a clear institutional purpose

	Research-related meetings, activities, or events
	Purchases that cannot be reasonably connected to research or scholarly activity



A Little More Flexibilty – BUT – Not a Blank Check

RI Revolving Account funds do not carry the same sponsor-specific (or PASSHE) restrictions as grant or university (public) funds. This provides researchers with greater flexibility to support their work.  However, the funds must be consistent with RI organizational policy and are subject to RI review, approval, and management. They must be used thoughtfully, consistently, and for purposes that advance the research agenda or scholarly activity. 

When in Doubt: STOP & ASK

Do not make the purchase first and ask whether it is allowable afterward. If you cannot clearly explain the need for the expense, how the project benefits, and why the amount is reasonable, contact the RI before making the purchase or incurring the expense. You may be held personally liable for expenses incurred that are deemed unallowable.

When in doubt, ask before you spend – ri-postaward@iup.edu
