
This presentation was created by student tutors at

Welcome to the Jones White 
Writing Center

Welcome Week 2020



Welcome to the Writing Center!

Prewriting Drafting Revising

Writing Center tutors can help with 
every part of the writing process.

We also have books and 
free handouts with 

information on writing 
strategies and formatting.

The Writing Center is funded by educational service fees.
You already paid for this service!



Q: Who are the tutors?
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Tutors



A: Undergraduate and Graduate 
students from many different disciplines, 
as well as retired professors. 
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Tutors



218 Eicher Hall

Appointment Only
Tuesday - Thursday

10:00 am to 3:00pm

Stapleton Library Meet Us Online
Tutoring Sunday –
Friday 10-8pm by 

Appointment

Schedule an appointment 
at iup.edu/writingcenter

Walk In appointments 
1st floor of Library

Sunday: 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Monday 3-7pm

Tuesday – Thursday 3-7pm

Where is the Writing Center?



 You can have in-person tutoring in Eicher or the Library location, with 
socially distant protocols in place (wear your mask!)

 You can do online tutoring (synchronous or asynchronous) 10am – 8pm 
Monday – Thursday, 3-7pm Friday, and 5-8pm on Sunday

 Meet a tutor online via Zoom (video tutoring)

 Submit your paper for tutor feedback (e-tutoring)

 Visit: https://www.iup.edu/writingcenter/

Tutoring for Fall 2020

https://www.iup.edu/writingcenter/


Assignment 1:  Write a two page book review of Malcom Gladwell’s newest 
book David and Goliath. 

Assignment 2: Coevolution Assignment 

Writing Assignments



Writing Assignments 

Analyze
Define

Evaluate

Summarize 

Response

Illustrate 

Apply

Relate

Prove

Justify 

Compare

Contrast 

Synthesize 

Support
Argue

Assess

Trace

Research





Writing Assignments



Writing uses various kinds of structures. In college, as in 
life, writing has different purposes and audiences.  For 
example, think of the different purposes and audiences 
for each of these, as you raise your hand. 

Writing Structure



 Poem?
 Book Report?
 Lyrics to a song? 
 Graffiti on a bathroom stall?
 Research Paper? 
 Annotated bibliography?
 Critical analysis of a scientific article published in a peer reviewed journal? 
 An argument in which you must explain three or more points of view?
 A grant proposal to fund a research project?
 A goal statement for an application for graduate school? 

Raise your hand if you’ve ever written a…



 Read the assignment as soon as you receive it…And then read 
it again—closely and carefully.

 Make a to-do list.

Sample To-do list: 
1. Find three sources
2. Cite those sources
3. Write down the due date
4. Visit the Writing Center a week before the paper is due! 

Strategies for Reading an Assignment



Ask the instructor about anything you do not 
understand. Do not hesitate to approach your 
instructor. Instructors would prefer to set you straight 
before you hand the paper in. That’s also when you will 
find their feedback most useful.

Strategies for Reading an Assignment



Wrong way Better way

“I can’t think of anything, can you give me a
topic?” 

”I considered writing about X, does that sound 
like I’m on the right track?” 

“How can I get an A in your class?” “What can I do to better improve my writing?” 
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Strategies for Reading an Assignment



1. An overview of some kind.

Example:

“Especially in an election year, we are constantly being persuaded to do 
certain things, believe certain things, or vote certain ways. For this 
assignment you will be finding a piece of persuasive communication 
focused on a topic of your choice.” 
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An Assignment: Deconstructed 



2. The task of the assignment.

Example:

“Analyze the effect that the coal industry had on the American Industrial 
Revolution” or “Suggest an interpretation of Dante’s Inferno that is 
different from those we’ve read thus far.”

An Assignment: Deconstructed 



Assignments contain words that ask you to do something, 
like:

Explain? 

Illustrate? 

Analyze?

Synthesize?

Huh? 

Terms: Deconstructed



Climate Change: 

 One reason for climate change is…

 Climate change occurrs because...

 In order to stop climate change...

 We must stop climate change so that…

 The first step to be taken is...(the second, third, etc)

Terms: Deconstructed 



Assignments contain words that ask you to do something, like:

Explain? 

Illustrate? 

Analyze?

Synthesize?

Huh? 

Terms: Deconstructed



3. Assignments distinguish between requirements and 
suggestions. 

Example:

When constructing your argument, be sure to draw upon the different views of 
the Democratic and Republican Parties on the issue of immigration. For instance,  
how does each side think immigration impacts jobs?  Is safety a key issue at play? 
Which side has a more reasonable plan to secure our borders?

An Assignment: Deconstructed



4. Assignments often contain Style tips. 

For example: 

Be concise! 

An Assignment: Deconstructed



There is currently a lively, ongoing controversy these days 
among many sociologists and other professionals who 
study and do research on human beings and human nature : 
arguments and debates are being conducted back and forth 
among them about what it means that so many of the 
country’s young people—and older people, for that 
matter—who live in our society today are so curiously 
interested in stories and tales about zombies. (72 words) 

Be Concise! 



5. Assignments contain Technical details.

For example:

“Your paper must be typed in Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins 
and not exceed 10 pages. Be sure to run spell check and number your 
pages. Late papers will not be accepted.”

An Assignment: Deconstructed



Highlight the three most important things needed to 
complete this assignment. 

Marking an Assignment 



Now, after talking about how to read an assignment, 
let’s look back at that crazy biology assignment that we 
looked at in the beginning.

Looking Back



Why I like being a tutor…

A tutor’s perspective



Give us a call or send us an e-mail.

Phone: (724) 357-3029

Email: w-center@iup.edu

You can also ask us any question, anytime at 
Facebook.com/IUPWritingCenter or @IUPWriting on Twitter. 

What if I have questions?

mailto:w-center@iup.edu

