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Message from the Director
The U.S. Dept. of Education invites applications
for TRIO grant proposals
with funding streams typically allotted for four years
for any given TRIO project,
including the McNair program. This fall marks a
milestone as we enter the
fourth and final year of
the 2003 competition’s
grant cycle. What does
this mean for IUP and the
McNair program? Re-write
and compete.
The notice for new and
continuing McNair applications has been posted
and the process of data
collection and writing has
begun in order to compete
for
another
four-year
award amounting in total
over $1 million. One of
the benefits of writing a
continuing proposal as
opposed to a new one is
that we earn prior experi-

ence points for a demonstrated performance. In
our case, this means that
we have achieved the
goals and objectives outlined in the original proposal, and have data to
back it up. As I review the
student participant data
collected over the past
three years, I feel tremendous pride in the success
of our scholars in their
efforts to enter graduate
school en route to fulfilling the ultimate goal,
earning a Ph.D. Page 2
highlights McNair scholars
who are enrolled and persisting in graduate education, and we know many
of their peers will join
them in graduate schools
next fall. Coinciding with
the re-write of the McNair
proposal this fall, we have
just submitted a new proposal seeking to fund a
TRIO Upward Bound Math

Science program.
This
program will target 50
high school students each
year from the region who
are low income and potential first generation college
students to participate in
many academic year and
summer activities to enhance the number of undergraduates who enroll
in STEM disciplines.
If
funded, both programs
will work collaboratively
to provide access and opportunities to students
from disadvantaged backgrounds who may not otherwise realize their own
educational
potential. We
look forward
to continuing
the mission of
TRIO as we
seek funding
to host additional
pro- Prof. Masilela,
grams at IUP. Director

Conference Presentations
Summer of ’06 was a busy one! The
IUP McNair Research symposium was
held on June 30th where new scholars presented their research proposals and returning scholars presented
their finished products. Based on the
quality of their presentations, scholars were selected to participate in
and/or present their research at regional and national McNair Research
Conference held during the remainder
of the summer and fall. The University of Tennessee Knoxville McNair
Research conference was held July 69. Four scholars, Ray Elliott, Nana
Adjoa Assabill, Josh Reinard, and
Laura Briscoe observed presentations.
July 13-15 scholars and staff at-

tended the SUNY Buffalo McNair
Research Conference. Terence
Johnson, Heather Humphries, and
John Turlington presented their
projects while Danielle Kuntz and
Chardae Bowe accompanied them as
observers.
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Scholar Spotlight
L a u r a
Briscoe is a
senior
psychology major with a
minor
in
English. She
traveled with
Dr. Masilela
to the Annual Compact for
Faculty Diversity’s Institute
on Teaching and Mentoring
in Miami, FL October 26-29.
The institute gathers minority doctoral scholars from
across the country to share
knowledge about research
and academia and to link
them to faculty mentors in a
variety of disciplines. Only
100
McNair
students
nationwide are selected to
attend .
Congratulations
Laura!
Dr. Calvin Masilela,
Program Director

Fall Events

SREB Compact for Faculty
Diversity, 10/26—10/29
University of Illinois—
Champaign/Urbana National
McNair Research Conference,
Delavan, WI,
11/4—11/6
Senior Graduate Application
Sessions, on-going
Recruiting Drive: 11/6-11/8,
11/14-11/16

Continued on page 4

Cultural Enrichment trip

Where are they now? McNair Alumni News . . .
Opal Gayle (IUP Class of 05,
McNair Class of 04) is a second year grad student here
in IUP's English Department. She spent part of her
summer working for the
McNair Program as a tutor,
and is scheduled to graduate
in May of 07.

Mike Berkheimer (IUP
class of 06, McNair Class
of 04/05) is now a first
year law student at Penn
State's Dickinson School
of Law.

Scott McDonald (IUP Class of 05, 06,
McNair Class of 05) finished his MA in
Adult Education at IUP in May and has
moved to New Hampshire where his
wife is teaching at Plymouth State University. Scott received a full assistantship from IUP to support his graduate
work. He and wife Danielle recently
became parents.

Candice Love (IUP Class of 04, McNair Class
of 04) is completing her masters degree in
International Affairs at Arcadia University.
She is in the process of applying to doctoral
programs while enjoying her new role as a
wife and as mother of her newborn son,
Gabriel.

Lauren Kwiecien (IUP Class of 06,
McNair Class of 04/05) is working on
a masters degree in library science at
The University of Pittsburgh, where
she received a partial assistantship.
She spoke at our Closing Banquet this
summer about her experiences with
the McNair Program and what she
hopes to glean from graduate study.
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Luz Rodriguez (IUP Class of 04,
McNair Class of 04) earned her
Master's Degree in Hispanic Literature from The University of Pittsburgh this May, and is in her first
semester of doctoral study in the
same program. Luz receives a full
teaching assistantship. She joined us
this summer for our Closing Banquet
and spoke about her experiences as
a McNair scholar and graduate student.

Isaiah Green (IUP Class of 06, McNair
Class of 05) is a graduate student in the
Student Affairs in Higher Education program at IUP. He is also working for Dr.
Mary Sadler, Director of Liberal Studies,
as part of the assistantship he was
awarded. This assistantship includes a
tuition waiver and a stipend for two
years!

April Jackson (IUP Class of
06, McNair Class of 05) is a
graduate student studying
English at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.

Tekerra Chandler (IUP Class of
06, McNair Class of 05) is now in
graduate school in IUP's Community Counseling program.

Ida Bormentar (IUP Class of 05,
McNair Class of 04) is pursuing her
master’s degree in International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh.
Ida enrolled this fall after taking a
year off to gain professional experience.

The Scholar Voyageur

Congratulations Are In Order…..!!

Ray Elliott

We are pleased to announce two major accomplishments that have occurred this
fall in the McNair program. First, although we have had several students participate in Study Abroad programs, this year we have one special case. Raymond
Elliott, a 2006 McNair scholar and History major concentrating in AfricanAmerican history, was recently awarded a full scholarship to study at the University of Kwa Zulu Natal, South Africa. Ray’s application, which included an written
essay, was submitted to the University of Michigan’s Study Abroad Programs
Office, where it was evaluated among a national student pool. Ray will be taking
four courses and living on the university campus during the spring, 2007
semester.

Second, we are ecstatic to report the long awaited promotion of our Director, Dr. Calvin Masilela. “Prof”, or “Dr.
M”, as scholars and his students refer to him, earned full
professor rank this year, an accomplishment due in part to
his successful effort to write for, secure, and implement the
IUP McNair Scholars Program at IUP. Scholars saluted his
achievement at the 2006 Summer Research Experience
Closing Banquet, where Dr. Samuel Heastie, a long-time
friend and colleague, delivered a powerful keynote address
which highlighted the importance of mentorship and its impact on the long-term success of students. Congratulations
to Ray and Dr. M for their achievements!
2006 McNair Scholars with President
Atwater, Program Staff and Dr. Sam Heastie

McNair Program Information
Who is Eligible?

•

First generation/income eligible college students and underrepresented minorities in higher education

•

Students who have achieved junior status (sophomores may be considered)

•

Cumulative GPA of 2.8 or better

•

U.S. citizen or permanent resident

McNair Program Benefits:

•

A paid six week summer research experience up to $2800

•

Free on-campus housing during the six week summer experience

•

Valuable research experience while working closely with a faculty mentor

•

Travel support to professional conferences

•

Graduate School Placement

•

GRE preparation seminars

•

Fee waivers and graduate fellowships at supporting institutions

•

Graduate school campus visits

•

Participate in cultural enrichment programs

•

Tutoring

For more information, please
visit our website at
www.iup.edu/mcnair, or
contact Hilary Staples, program coordinator, at
724-357-3033, or
hstaples@iup.edu.
We look forward to serving
you!
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McNair Program Staff

Dr. Calvin Masilela, Director
cmasilel@iup.edu
Ms. Hilary Staples,
Program Coordinator
hstaples@iup.edu

117 Gordon Hall
Indiana University of
Pennsylvania
Indiana, PA 15705
Phone: 724-357-3033
Fax: 724-357-3034

Carolyn Broyles,
Program Assistant
c.d.broyles@iup.edu

the Web!
We’re on
u/mcnair
www.iup.ed

"Before you can make a dream come
true, you must first have one"
Ronald E. McNair, 1950-1986

Conference presentations, continued...
Terence’s research titled “Persuasion Appeals in Pop-up
Advertisements” was guided by faculty mentor Dr. Kurt
Dudt. Heather presented “College Students Attribution of
Blame in a Domestically Violent Situation”, a project
designed under the direction of Dr. Beverly Goodwin.
Finally, John presented his research “Pirates of the Internet: The Efficacy of the RIAA to Stop the Practice” guided
by faculty mentor Dr. Lucinda Willis. Scholars Shane
Moulton, Geno Edwards, and Frank Battick traveled to the
2006 Penn State University McNair Research Conference
where all three presented their work. Shane presented his
proposal, “Perceived Virtues and Societal Stereotypes of
Relational and Agentic Achievement Across Race and
Gender” directed by mentor Dr. Maureen McHugh. Under
the direction of Dr. Gwendolyn Torges, Geno’s reseach
examines “...A Wall of Separation…”.
Finally, Frank
presented “What Does Your Chronograph Have to Say
About Your Ammo? A Statistical Analysis of Common
F-Class Ammunition Used at 1000 yards”, a project guided
by professor Dr. Greg Kenning. Congratulations to all
McNair scholars who presented work this summer. A
detailed highlight of Fall, 2006 presenters and conference
attendees will be highlighted in the Spring, 2007 edition of
the Scholar Voyageur.

Scholar Frank Battick presenting his
research at PSU McNair Conference,
July, 2006

